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STATE VISIT OF HIS EXCELLENCY 
NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA
 
On 12 March 2015, His Excellency Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the 
Republic of India visited the Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Site as part 
of his state visit to Mauritius. The Prime Minister was the chief guest for 
the 47th anniversary of the Independence of Mauritius. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF 
FLAT ISLAND 
The AGTF received a grant of USD 20,666 from the Embassy of 
the United States of America under the US Information and 
Educational Exchange Act for the project entitled “Documentation 
and Conservation of the former quarantine station in Flat Island, 
Mauritius”. Two expeditions were conducted in July 2015 in 
collaboration with the National Parks and Conservation Services. 

The International Day for Monuments and Sites is an event organised every 
year by the AGTF since 2006. This year, the AGTF organised guided visits 
to the Government House, State House and Bras d’Eau National Park with 
the collaboration of the National Heritage Fund. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR MONUMENTS AND SITES

Wreath Laying Ceremony at the 

Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Site 

(Source: AGTF Collection)

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization
Aapravasi Ghat
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2006

OPENING OF BEEKRUMSING RAMLALLAH 
INTERPRETATION CENTRE
The Beekrumsing Ramlallah Interpretation Centre  was inaugurated on 
2nd November 2014. The Centre is an exhibition area that offers 
educative tools to support the understanding of the history of indenture 
and of the World Heritage Site.

,PPLJUDQWV·�3LFWXUHV�GLVSOD\HG�DW�WKH�%��5DPODOODK�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�&HQWUH�
(Source: AGTF Collection from MGI Immigration Archives collection)

Guided Visit at the Government House

(Source: AGTF Collection)

Flat Island

(Source: Mauritius Wildlife Foundation)
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PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

��%ULHI�RQ�$*7)�3URMHFWV��
��$*7)�3URMHFWV�������������Corinne Forest
��7KH�2SHQLQJ�RI�WKH�%HHNUXPVLQJ�5DPODOODK�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�&HQWUH�
��7KH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'D\�IRU�0RQXPHQWV�DQG�6LWHV�- Vijayalutchmee Beejadhur-Poteah & Vedita Jha
��9LVLWV�DW�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�6LWH�- Urmila Ramkissoon & Soonanda Nankoo-Bhadye
��/RFDO�(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW�3ODQ�3URMHFW���Corinne Forest
��'HYHORSPHQW�DSSOLFDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�%XIIHU�=RQH�RI�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�3URSHUW\�- Natasha Kheddoo   
   Ramcharitar
��&KURQRORJ\�RI�'HYHORSPHQW�LQ�+LVWRULFDO�3RUW�/RXLV�IURP������WR��������Kheeruma Caully, Nawshine     
   Nazeerally & Maurina Soodin Runghen
��)ODW�,VODQG��4XDUDQWLQH�6WDWLRQ�IRU�,QGHQWXUHG�/DERXUHUV���Christelle Miao Foh & Corinne Forest
��7KH�%UDV�G·(DX�6XJDU�(VWDWH�- Babita D. Bahadoor & Julia Haines
��$UFKDHRORJLFDO�5HVHDUFK�DW�%RLV�0DUFKDQG�&HPHWHU\���Dr.�6DåD�ÿDYDO�	�+DQQDK�0RRWV
��,&+�3URMHFWV��'RFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�3KRROL\DU�²�$QWRLQHWWH�6XJDU�(VWDWH���Kiran Chuttoo-Jankee
��7KH�3UHSDUDWLRQ�RI�¶3RRZD·�- Aartee Pydatalli�
��)XQGLQJ�IRU�WKH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�2OG�/DERXUHUV·�4XDUWHUV�DW�7ULDQRQ�6XJDU�(VWDWH�IURP�0DXULWLXV�� �
���7HOHFRP�)RXQGDWLRQ�
��&RQVXOWDWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�
��([KLELWLRQ��´+DQJLQJ�+LVWRU\��'UHVV�RI�,QGLDQ�)HPDOH�,PPLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\µ�
��1RWH�RQ�WKH�$QWRLQHWWH�6XJDU�(VWDWH�%RRNOHW�
��9LVLW�RI�(PLQHQW�3HUVRQDOLWLHV�DW�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�6LWH�

HISTORY AND RESEARCH

��([SORULQJ�RXU�0DXULWLDQ�,QGHQWXUH�6LWHV��$�%ULHI�+LVWRU\�RI�$QWRLQHWWH�6XJDU�(VWDWH�DQG�WKH�([SHULHQFH�RI�LWV�� ����
���,QGHQWXUHG�/DERXUHUV���Satyendra Peerthum
��,QGLDQ�,PPLJUDQWV�DQG�6PDOOSR[���Raj Boodhoo
��%KRMSXUL�3UHVHQFH�LQ�0DXULWLXV���Dr. Sarita Boodhoo
��1DUGpJRQ�HW�2SSDUOL�VXU�OHV�FRQYRLV�HW�GDQV�OHV�GpS{WV���SHUIRUPDQFHV�GX�EDOOHW�LQGLHQ�HW�ODPHQWDWLRQV�DYHF�OHV��
���HQJDJpV�DX�;,;H�VLqFOH���'U��6XOO\�6��*RYLQGLQ
��2HXYUH�PLVVLRQQDLUH�HW�HQJDJLVPH�LQGLHQ�j�O·vOH�GH�OD�5pXQLRQ���Celine Ramsamy-Giancone
��,QGHQWXUHG�FRQQHFWLRQV��0DXULWLXV��)LML�DQG�WKH�8QLI\LQJ�&RUG�RI�,QGHQWXUH���Reshaad Durgahee
��%HDFRQV�RI�+RSH�LQ�%HOL]H���6\OYLD�*LOKDUU\�3HUH]
��&RULQJD��3LRQHHULQJ�5ROH�LQ�WKH�(PLJUDWLRQ�RI�&RUDQJLV���Dr. Indrani Gopauloo
��,QGHQWXUHG�/DERXU�IURP�,QGLD��$�5HIOHFWLRQ�IURP�7ZHQW\�)LUVW�&HQWXU\���Dr.�Ajay Dubey�
��$�5HIOHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�+HULWDJH�DQG�+LVWRULFDO�9DOXH�RI�$*:+6��,QVLGHU�2XWVLGHU�9LHZ���Dr.�George O. Abungu

IN MEMORY OF
�
��'U��,GULFH�*RRPDQ\�² Assad Bhuglah
��3DQGLW�%DVGHR�%LVVRRQGR\DO�²�Dr. Jimmy Harmon 
��,Q�0HPRULDP�'U��$EGXO�.DODP
��,Q�0HPRULDP�3URI��.DUHO�%DNNHU���Nicholas Clarke

Editorial Committee
0V��$��&KXPPXQ� � &KDLUSHUVRQ��0LQLVWU\�RI�$UWV�DQG�&XOWXUH
0UV��6��5DPODOODK� � %RDUG�0HPEHU��$*7)
'U��$��-DKDQJHHU�&KRMRR� 5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�0DKDWPD�*DQGKL�,QVWLWXWH
0U��5��%DOODK� � %RDUG�0HPEHU��$*7)
0UV��&��)RUHVW� � +HDG�7HFKQLFDO�8QLW��$*7)
0U��6��3HHUWKXP� � +LVWRULDQ��$*7)
0V��&��0LDR�)RK� � 5HVHDUFK�$VVLVWDQW��$*7)
Special thanks to Ms. B. D. Bahadoor,  Research Assistant, AGTF
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Editorial
 On 2nd November 2015, the Aapravasi Ghat Trust Fund is commemorating the 
181th anniversary of the arrival of the indentured labourers in Mauritius. !is speci"c 
event refers to the arrival of the 36 Bihari contract workers on board the ship the Atlas 
who reached Mauritian shores after a long and harrowing voyage. 

 Sirdar Sooroop, Sabaram, his assistant, Dookhun, and their fellow immigrants 
signed a 5-year indenture group contract to work for George Charles Arbuthnot, a 
British planter, on Antoinette Sugar Estate, also known as Phooliyar, in the Rivière 
du Rempart district. Little is known about this indenture site. As a result, this 2nd 

November, AGTF is inviting all Mauritians to discover the rich history and heritage 
of important sites such as Antoinette through the publication of a booklet.

Our built heritage is an important witness of the past. !e preservation and 
valorization of heritage sites are primordial for the recognition of national landmarks resting on the development 
of a deeper knowledge of Mauritian history. !e Aapravasi Ghat World Site is a tangible and paramount symbol 
of Mauritian identity since the ancestors of the majority of the present-day population arrived on the island 
through this immigration depot. 

 In July 2006, the inscription of the Aapravasi Ghat on the World Heritage List was an honour and 
prestige because Mauritius was recognized as a key place on the international cultural heritage map.  As a World 
Heritage Site, the Aapravasi Ghat does not only belong to the Mauritian people, but also to humanity.

 It is a unique site which embodies key values for mankind. As a lieu de mémoire, it is playing a crucial role 
in bolstering our national unity and preserving our values. !us, the Aapravasi Ghat forms a cornerstone of our 
Mauritian cultural heritage.

 Ever since 2001, the Mauritian government has given greater consideration to saving and preserving this 
unique heritage site. Between December 2014 and October 2015, several projects have been initiated with a view 
to preserving this site of national, regional and international importance for future generations. 

 As part of its actions to better integrate heritage in the lives of Mauritians, AGTF is implementing the 
Local Economic Development Plan Project which will identify economic opportunities in the Aapravasi Ghat 
Bu#er Zone. To preserve our heritage, the Trianon Barracks Conservation Project is still in progress to restore the 
former lodging for the indentured labourers. After restoration, the Trianon heritage site will be part of a cultural 
trail on indenture. !is project is part of the Indentured Labour Route project establishing a network of 26 
countries who have experienced indenture. !e Indentured Labour Route project will also include the results of 
research on elements of intangible cultural heritage that have been thoroughly documented with more than 800 
oral interviews from descendants of indentured workers. 

 AGTF has also undertaken pluri-disciplinary research, with the support of international scholars, on 
important indenture sites such as Bras d’Eau, Flat Island, Antoinette (Phooliyar), and Bois Marchand Cemetery. 
!e results of 10 years of research were the basis for the display of the newly-opened Beekrumsing Ramlallah 
Interpretation Centre (BRIC) that has received more than 34,000 visitors to date including tourists, school 
children and elderly citizens. In accordance with the AGTF Act, BRIC is playing a key role in the dissemination 
of knowledge about the Mauritian experience with indentured labour among our fellow citizens.

 Lastly, the Aapravasi Ghat Trust Fund is committed to ful"lling its mission statement and to promoting 
the Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Site as a local, regional and international site.

Dharam Yash Deo Dhuny
Chairman, 
Aapravasi Ghat Trust Fund,
2nd November 2015
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BRIEF ON AGTF PROJECTS

As per AGTF Act 2001 (amended 2006 and 2011), the Aapravasi Ghat Trust Fund was mandated :

�� 7R�HVWDEOLVK��DGPLQLVWHU��PDQDJH��SURPRWH�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�DV�D�QDWLRQDO���
� UHJLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KHULWDJH�VLWH�

�� 7R�SUHVHUYH��UHVWRUH�DQG�PDQDJH�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�DQG�UHODWHG�VLWHV�

�� 7R�VHW�XS�D�PXVHXP�DQG�FUHDWH�SXEOLF�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXU�

�� 7R�SURPRWH�VRFLDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�DQG�UHODWHG�VLWHV�

�� 7R�HQFRXUDJH�DQG�VXSSRUW�SURMHFWV�DQG�SXEOLFDWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXU�

�� 7R�HVWDEOLVK�OLQNV�ZLWK�DSSURSULDWH�QDWLRQDO��UHJLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�OLQH��
� ZLWK�WKH�REMHFWV�RI�WKH�$FW�

�� 7R�LGHQWLI\�DQG�DFTXLUH�VLWHV��EXLOGLQJV�DQG�VWUXFWXUHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXU�

�� 7R�HQFRXUDJH�DQG�VXSSRUW�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�VFLHQWLILF�UHVHDUFK�UHODWHG�WR�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXU��
 and to the Aapravasi Ghat and related sites.

!e Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Site 

7KH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�ZDV�LQVFULEHG�RQ�81(6&2·V�
:RUOG�+HULWDJH�/LVW�RQ����-XO\������EHFDXVH� LW�
LV�WKH�V\PERO�RI�WKH�*UHDW�([SHULPHQW���LQLWLDWHG�
E\� WKH� %ULWLVK� FRORQLDO� DXWKRULWLHV� ²� WR� HYDOXDWH�
WKH�YLDELOLW\�RI�D�V\VWHP�RI� UHFUXLWPHQW� LQYROYLQJ�
´IUHHµ� ZRUNIRUFH� DIWHU� VODYHU\� ZDV� DEROLVKHG� LQ�
������ %HFDXVH� WKLV� ([SHULPHQW� ZDV� D� VXFFHVV�
LQ� 0DXULWLXV�� LQGHQWXUH� ²� DV� D� QHZ� UHFUXLWPHQW�
V\VWHP�²�ZDV�DGRSWHG�E\�WKH�FRORQLDO�SRZHUV�DV�
IURP������
 
$V�VXFK�� LQGHQWXUH�OHG�WR�WKH�PLJUDWLRQ�RI�PRUH�
than 2.2 million people to more than 25 countries 
DURXQG� WKH� ZRUOG�� *OREDOO\�� LQGHQWXUH� IRUPHG�
SDUW�RI�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�QHZ�HFRQRPLF�RUGHU�VWLOO�LQ�
H[LVWHQFH�WRGD\���



!e Beekrumsing Ramlallah Interpretation Centre

7KH�SURMHFW�ZDV�GHILQHG�DV�DQ�REMHFW�RI�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�
*KDW�7UXVW�)XQG�$FW������GHILQLQJ�WKH�VHWWLQJ�XS�RI�DQ�
interpretation centre under section 4 (c). 

7KH� SURMHFW� IRUPV� SDUW� RI� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� SROLFLHV�
XQGHUWDNHQ� E\� $*7)� WR� IXOILO� WKH� UHTXLUHPHQWV� VWDWHG�
LQ� WKH� 81(6&2� :RUOG� +HULWDJH� &RQYHQWLRQ� ZKLFK�
VWUHVVHV�WKH�QHHG�WR�SURPRWH�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�6LWHV�DQG�
LWV�2XWVWDQGLQJ�8QLYHUVDO�9DOXH�ZKLOH�DOORZLQJ�DFFHVV�
WR�WKH�SXEOLF��

7KH� ,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ� &HQWUH� SURPRWHV� WKH� 2XWVWDQGLQJ�
8QLYHUVDO�9DOXH�RI�WKH�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�6LWH�DQG�SUHVHQWV�
WKH�KLVWRU\�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�RI�LQGHQWXUH�LQ�0DXULWLXV�DV�D�NH\�FRPSRQHQW�RI�D�XQLYHUVDO�SKHQRPHQRQ��
7KH�&HQWUH�ZDV�LQDXJXUDWHG�RQ��nd�1RYHPEHU�������

!e Bu"er Zone of the Aapravasi Ghat 
Local Economic Development (LED) Plan Project 

$*7)�UHFHLYHG�D�WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�86'��������
IURP�WKH�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�3URJUDPPH�RI�81(6&2�
WR� HQOLVW� WKH� VHUYLFHV� RI� DQ� H[SHUW� LQ� +HULWDJH�
(FRQRPLFV�IRU�WKH�EXIIHU�]RQH���7KH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�
RI� D� /RFDO� (FRQRPLF� 'HYHORSPHQW� �/('�� 3ODQ�
ZDV�UHFRPPHQGHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�HFRQRPLF�RSSRUW�
XQLWLHV� LQ� WKH� EXIIHU� ]RQH� VXUURXQGLQJ� WKH�
$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�DQG�VXEPLW�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�
DFKLHYH�WKHVH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�WKH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW���

7KH�REMHFWLYH�RI� WKH�/('�3ODQ�LV� WR�IRVWHU�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW��7KH�JRDO� LV� WR�FRQVROLGDWH�DQG�
LPSURYH�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�IUDPHZRUN�E\�GLUHFWLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW�WRZDUGV�WKH�SUHVHUYDWLRQ��HQKDQFHPHQW�
DQG�DGDSWLYH�UHXVH�RI�KHULWDJH�ZKLOH�GLPLQLVKLQJ�WKH�WKUHDW�RI�LWV�GHPROLWLRQ��7KH�SXUSRVH�LV�WR�VHUYH�
WKH�YLVLRQ�IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�VWDWHG�LQ�WKH�3ODQQLQJ�3ROLF\�*XLGDQFH����WR�FUHDWH�D�G\QDPLF�KLVWRULF�
FHQWUH�LQ�WKH�&DSLWDO�&LW\�RI�0DXULWLXV��

!e Conservation of the Old Labourers’ Barracks at Trianon Heritage Site 

7KH� &RQVHUYDWLRQ� RI� WKH� +HULWDJH� 6LWH� ZKLFK�
VWDUWHG� LQ� 0D\� ����� ZRXOG� EH� FRPSOHWHG� LQ�
2016. 

7KH�SXUSRVH�LV�WR�UHVWRUH�RQH�RI�WKH�UDUH�H[DPSOHV�
RI� GZHOOLQJV� EXLOW� IRU� LQGHQWXUHG� ODERXUHUV� RQ�
VXJDU�HVWDWHV��7KH�XOWLPDWH�JRDO� LV� WR�LQLWLDWH�D�
GHYHORSPHQW� SURMHFW� IRU� 7ULDQRQ� +HULWDJH� 6LWH�
LQFOXGLQJ�H[KLELWLRQ�VSDFHV�IRU�WKH�SXEOLF��

,Q�������WKH�$*7)�ZLOO�FDUU\�RQ�ZLWK�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�FRQGXFW�D�IHDVLELOLW\�VWXG\�
WR�DVVHVV�WKH�FRQFHSW�SODQ�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�VLWH��

�



3URMHFWV�DQG�$FWLYLWLHV

Indenture Labour Route

7KLV� SURMHFW� GHDOV� ZLWK� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� D� QHWZRUN�
EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG�LQGHQWXUH��7KH�
SXUSRVH�LV�WR�VKDUH�GDWD�RQ�SURMHFWV���RI�DOO�GLVFLSOLQHV�²
UHODWHG�WR�LQGHQWXUH���7KLV�SURMHFW�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�PRGHO�RI�
WKH�6ODYH�5RXWH�3URMHFW��

7KH�SURSRVDO�IURP�0DXULWLXV�ZDV�H[DPLQHG�E\�81(6&2�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�KHOG�IURP����WR���st 
2FWREHU�������81(6&2�RIIHUHG�LWV�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW��GHFLVLRQ�2FW������������(;�S�����7KH�
*RYHUQPHQW�RI�0DXULWLXV�LV�WKHUHIRUH�SURFHHGLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�SURMHFW�DQG�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�VHFUHWDULDW�IRU�
WKH�LQGHQWXUH�ODERXU�URXWH�SURMHFW�DW�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�7UXVW�)XQG��&RQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�JRYHUQPHQWV�
RI����FRXQWULHV�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�WR�LQLWLDWH�WKH�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�PHPEHUV�WR�VLW�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6FLHQWLILF�
&RPPLWWHH�SLORWLQJ�WKH�SURMHFW�DQG�VHW�XS�QDWLRQDO�FRPPLWWHHV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�H[SHULHQFHG�LQGHQWXUH��

Intangible Cultural Heritage Project

6R�IDU��WKH�$*7)�KDV�FRQGXFWHG�VHYHUDO�SURMHFWV�WR�FROOHFW�HOHPHQWV�
RI�,QWDQJLEOH�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�LVODQG��,Q�WRWDO�����
HOHPHQWV�ZHUH�WKRURXJKO\�GRFXPHQWHG�VR�IDU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKLV��
PRUH�WKDQ�����LQWHUYLHZV�ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG�WR�FROOHFW�PHPRULHV�RI�
SHRSOH�ZKR�ZRUNHG�RQ�VXJDU�HVWDWHV��

7KLV�SURMHFW�ZLOO�SURYLGH�FRQWHQW�IRU�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ�VSDFH�WR�EH�VHW�
XS�DW�7ULDQRQ�+HULWDJH�6LWH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�ZKHUH�WKH�HOHPHQWV�RI�
,QWDQJLEOH�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�LQFOXGLQJ�Geet Gawai��ZLOO�EH�SURPRWHG�

Flat Island
 

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�JUDQW�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�$PHULFDQ�(PEDVV\��WKH�$*7)�
LV�SODQQLQJ� WKH� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�D�SURMHFW�SURSRVDO�HQWLWOHG� ´WKH�
GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�)ODW�,VODQGµ�LQ�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�
WKH�1DWLRQDO�3DUNV�DQG�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�6HUYLFHV��

7KH� SXUSRVH� LV� WR� GRFXPHQW� WKH� UHPDLQLQJ� VWUXFWXUHV� RI� WKH�
4XDUDQWLQH�6WDWLRQ�IRU�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�DW�)ODW�,VODQG��2QFH�WKH�
documentation is completed, a restoration and conservation plan 
ZLOO� EH�SUHSDUHG� WR�DOORZ� WKH�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RI� WKH� FXOWXUDO� KHULWDJH�
UHVRXUFHV�ZKLFK�DUH�D�NH\�DVVHW�IRU�0DXULWLXV��

Bras D’eau 

$W�WKH�UHTXHVW�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3DUNV�DQG�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�6HUYLFHV�
�13&6���WKH�$*7)�DQG�WKH�WHDP�RI�'U�6HHWDK�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
6WDQIRUG��86$��SURYLGHG�DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�XQGHUWRRN�D�SUHOLPLQDU\�
VXUYH\�DW�%UDV�G·(DX�1DWLRQDO�3DUN��7KH�SURMHFW�LQFOXGHG�KLVWRULFDO�
UHVHDUFK�RQ�%UDV�G·(DX�1DWLRQDO�3DUN��

3UHOLPLQDU\�UHVHDUFK�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�%UDV�G·(DX�KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�
EHFRPH�RQH�RI�WKH�UDUH�VLWHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WKDW�KDV�NHSW�HYLGHQFH�
RI�WKH�OLYHV�RI�VODYHV�DQG�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�RQ�D�SODQWDWLRQ��
7KH� FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH�13&6� LV� FRQWLQXLQJ� WR�DOORZ� IXUWKHU�
GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�NH\�VLWH�IRU�0DXULWLDQ�KLVWRU\��
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Antoinette Sugar Estate at Barlow

$V� SDUW� RI� WKH� UHVHDUFK� RQ� OLIH� LQ� WKH� VXJDU� HVWDWHV�� WKH� $*7)� LV�
FRQGXFWLQJ� UHVHDUFK�RQ�$QWRLQHWWH� �3KRROL\DU��6XJDU�(VWDWH�ZKHUH�
WKH�ILUVW�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�ZHQW�WR�ZRUN�LQ�������

3UHOLPLQDU\�UHVHDUFK�ZDV�LQLWLDWHG�WR�GRFXPHQW�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�
ILUVW�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�RQ�0DXULWLDQ�VXJDU�HVWDWHV��7KH�UHVHDUFK�
VWUDWHJ\�LQWHQGV�WR�GUDZ�D�FRPSDUDWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�LQGHQWXUH�LQ�
0DXULWLXV�WKURXJK�WKH�VWXG\�RI�VHYHUDO�VLWHV�UHODWHG�WR�LQGHQWXUH��

AGTF Projects 2015 – 2016
�&RULQQH�)RUHVW��+HDG�7HFKQLFDO�8QLW

 7KH� $DSUDYDVL� *KDW� KDV� FHOHEUDWHG� WKH�
�th� DQQLYHUVDU\� RI� LWV� LQVFULSWLRQ� RQ� WKH� :RUOG�
+HULWDJH�/LVW�LQ�-XO\�������6LQFH�������WKH�$*7)�
KDV�UHOHQWOHVVO\�ZRUNHG�RQ�SURMHFWV�WR�GRFXPHQW�
DQG� SURPRWH� WKH� KHULWDJH� UHODWHG� WR� LQGHQWXUH�
ZLWK�WKH�FRQFHUQ�WR�VKDUH�WKLV�NQRZOHGJH�ZLWK�DOO��

� 7KLV� \HDU�� VSHFLILF� DWWHQWLRQ� LV� JLYHQ� WR�
WKH� VXUURXQGLQJV� RI� WKH� $DSUDYDVL� *KDW� :RUOG�
+HULWDJH�6LWH�ZKHUH�WKH�SODQQLQJ�SROLF\�JXLGDQFH�
��LVVXHG�LQ�������KDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�SODQQLQJ�QRUPV�
WR�HQFRXUDJH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KDUPRQ\��7R�IRVWHU�WKH�
UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�DQG� UHJHQHUDWLRQ�RI� WKH�DUHD�� WKH�
$*7)� LQ� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� &LW\� &RXQFLO� RI�
3RUW�/RXLV�DQG�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�$UWV�DQG�&XOWXUH�LV�
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�D�/RFDO�(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW�3ODQ�
IRU� WKH� %XIIHU� =RQH�� 7KH� SXUSRVH� LV� WR� LGHQWLI\�
development opportunities and relevant measures 
WR�IRVWHU�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�WKH�DUHD��$�
ZHOO�GHILQHG� /('� 3ODQ� WKDW� DGGUHVVHV� VKRUW� DV�
ZHOO� DV� ORQJ�WHUP� GHYHORSPHQW� RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
and measures would help to steer and secure 
GHYHORSPHQW� DW� WKH� ORFDO� OHYHO� LQ� D� ZD\� WKDW�
ZRXOG� EHQHILW� WKH� FRXQWU\� DW� ODUJH�:LWK� WKH�
ILQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�RI�81(6&2��WKH�VHUYLFHV�RI�WZR�
FRQVXOWDQWV�ZHUH�KLUHG�WR�XQGHUWDNH�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�
RI� WKH� ]RQH�DQG� LGHQWLI\� SRWHQWLDO�PHDVXUHV� IRU�
UHJHQHUDWLRQ�� ,W� LV� H[SHFWHG� WKDW� WKH� ILQDO� UHSRUW�
RI� WKH� FRQVXOWDQWV� EH� FRPSOHWHG� PLG�������

� 7KLV� SURMHFW� VXSSRUWV� WKH� YLVLRQ� RI�
,&2026�DQG�81(6&2� WKDW� DGYRFDWH� WKH� XVH�
RI� KHULWDJH� WR� IRVWHU� VXVWDLQDEOH� GHYHORSPHQW��
HVSHFLDOO\� IRU� 6PDOO� ,VODQG� 'HYHORSLQJ� 6WDWHV�
�6,'6�� ZKHUH� FXOWXUH� LV� LGHQWLILHG� DV� WKH� IRXUWK�
SLOODU�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��,Q�D�ZRUOG�RI�JOREDOL]DWLRQ��
ORFDO�LGHQWLWLHV�DQG�VSHFLILFLWLHV�WHQG�WR�GLVDSSHDU�
WR� WKH� EHQHILW� RI� VWDQGDUGL]HG� VHUYLFHV� DQG�
PHUFKDQGLVLQJ�� 7KLV� YLVLRQ� HQFRXUDJHV� WKH�
UHJHQHUDWLRQ� RI� ORFDO� VSHFLILFLWLHV� LQ� RUGHU� WR�
SUHVHUYH�0DXULWLDQ�LGHQWLW\�DQG�FXOWXUH�DQG�DGG�
YDOXH�WR�WKH�FLW\�DV�D�XQLTXH�SODFH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�

� ,Q� WKH� SDVW� \HDUV�� UHVHDUFK� KDV� VKRZQ�
WKDW� 0DXULWLXV� LV� QRW� OLNH� DQ\� RWKHU� SODFH�� 7KH�
H[SHULHQFH�RI�LQGHQWXUH�RQ�WKH�LVODQG�KDV�SURYHQ�
WR�EH�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LPSRUWDQFH�ZKHQ�0DXULWLXV�
ZDV� UHFRJQL]HG� DV� WKH� FUXFLDO� WHVW� FDVH� IRU� WKH�
LQGHQWXUHG�V\VWHP�LQ�WKH���th�FHQWXU\��2XU�FXUUHQW�
UHVHDUFK�IXUWKHU�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKLV�IDFW��WKH�$*7)�
KDV� LQLWLDWHG� UHVHDUFK�DW� )ODW� ,VODQG�� WKH� IRUPHU�
TXDUDQWLQH� VWDWLRQ� IRU� LQGHQWXUHG� ODERXUHUV�
ORFDWHG����NP�RII� WKH�QRUWK�FRDVW�RI� WKH� LVODQG��
DV� D� NH\� FRPSRQHQW� RI� WKH� LQGHQWXUHG� V\VWHP�
developed in the 1850s.  

� ,Q� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI�
6WDQIRUG� �86$��� WKH� $*7)� KRSHV� WR� GRFXPHQW�
IXUWKHU� WKLV� IRUPHU� TXDUDQWLQH� VWDWLRQ� VR� WKDW� LW�
FDQ� EH� VWXGLHG� LQ� WKH� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI� WKH� JOREDO�
LQGHQWXUHG� V\VWHP� VHW� XS� LQ� WKH� ,QGLDQ� 2FHDQ�
UHJLRQ� DQG� DOVR�� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG�� 7KH� VLWH� DW� )ODW�
,VODQG�ZLOO�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ORFDO�V\VWHP�
HVWDEOLVKHG� E\� WKH� FRORQLDO� DXWKRULWLHV� DV� IURP�
������7KLV�LV�ZK\�UHVHDUFK�DW�%UDV�G·(DX��D�IRUPHU�
VXJDU�HVWDWH�WKDW�VWRSSHG�RSHUDWLQJ�LQ�������ZLOO�
EH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�IXUWKHU�GRFXPHQW�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�
DQG�IXQFWLRQLQJ�RI�WKH�LQGHQWXUHG�V\VWHP��,Q�WKH�
VDPH�PDQQHU��UHVHDUFK�DW�WKH�IRUPHU�VXJDU�HVWDWH�
RI�$QWRLQHWWH�ZLOO�SURYLGH�IXUWKHU�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKH�
OLYHV� RI� WKH� LQGHQWXUHG� LPPLJUDQWV� ZLWKLQ� WKH�
RSHUDWLQJ�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�LQGHQWXUH��7KH�UHVHDUFK�
GDWD�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�IXUWKHU�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�H[WHQW�
DQG�VFRSH�RI�WKH�LQGHQWXUHG�V\VWHP�ZRUOGZLGH�DV�
SHU� WKH� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�RI�81(6&2� �'HFLVLRQ�
���&20��%�����������DQG�VXEVWDQWLDWH� IXUWKHU�
WKH�NH\�UROH�SOD\HG�E\�0DXULWLXV�LQ�WKH�VHWWLQJ�XS�
RI�WKLV�V\VWHP�

 Such research will support the Indentured 
/DERXU� 5RXWH� 3URMHFW� UHFHQWO\� VXSSRUWHG� E\�
81(6&2�� ,Q� WKHVH� XQGHUWDNLQJV�� WKH� $*7)�
LQWHQGV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�VLJQLILFDQWO\�WR�WKH�UHVHDUFK�
RQ�LQGHQWXUH�DQG�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�VLJQLILFDQW�UROH�RI�
Mauritius.



12

 7KH�SURMHFW�RI�VHWWLQJ�XS�D�PXVHXP�DW�WKH�
$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�ZDV� ILUVW� LQLWLDWHG� LQ� WKH�����V��
)ROORZLQJ� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� WR� HVWDEOLVK� D� SODFH�
GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�IRUPHU�LPPLJUDWLRQ�
depot, the Government set up the Aapravasi Ghat 
Trust Fund in 2001 with the mandate to “Set up 
D�PXVHXP�DW�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�DQG�FUHDWH�SXEOLF�
DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUµ��

 From 2010  to 2014, the AGTF team 
LQ� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� 0LQLVWU\� RI� $UWV� DQG�
&XOWXUH� ZRUNHG� RQ� WKH� %HHNUXPVLQJ� 5DPODOODK�
,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ� &HQWUH� SURMHFW� HVWLPDWHG� DW� 085�
�����0LOOLRQ� UXSHHV� WR�DFKLHYH� WR� WKLV�REMHFWLYH��
7KH� ,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ� &HQWUH� ZDV� QDPHG� DIWHU�
%HHNUXPVLQJ�5DPODOODK�LQ������WR�SD\�KRPDJH�
WR�KLV�HIIRUWV�WR�JHW�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�UHFRJQLVHG�
DV�D�NH\�VLWH�IRU�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�0DXULWLXV��7KH�VRFLDO��
ZRUNHU�DQG�MRXUQDOLVW�ZRXOG�KDYH�FHOHEUDWHG�KLV�
100th��DQQLYHUVDU\�RQ���VHSWHPEHU������

� ,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH����th�$QQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�
DUULYDO�RI� WKH� LQGHQWXUHG� ODERXUHUV� LQ�0DXULWLXV��
WKH�%HHNUXPVLQJ�5DPODOODK�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�&HQWUH�
�%5,&��ZDV� LQDXJXUDWHG�RQ��nd�1RYHPEHU������
DQG�RSHQHG�WR�WKH�SXEOLF��

� 7KH� RSHQLQJ�RI� WKH� ,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�&HQWUH�
PDUNV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VWHS�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�RXU�LQVWLWXWLRQ�
DQG� LQ� WKDW� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\�� LW� LV� WKH� ILUVW� SODFH�
GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�LQGHQWXUH�LQ�0DXULWLXV�
DQG�DPRQJ�WKH�UDUH�RQHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��

 The Interpretation Centre is a permanent 
H[KLELWLRQ� DUHD� WKDW� UHWUDFHV� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� RI�
LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�LQ�0DXULWLXV�DQG�WKH�NH\�UROH�
SOD\HG�E\�0DXULWLXV�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�LQGHQWXUH�

� 6LQFH�LWV�RSHQLQJ��WKH�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�&HQWUH�
KDV�UHFHLYHG�D�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI��������YLVLWRUV�DV�
DW����6HSWHPEHU�������

Some comments extracted from the 
visitors’s book:

“A museum that touched my heart. How our people faced  
the di!culties and hardships. My tribute to all those 
Indians who came here as indentued labourers.”

“Very interesting and instructive for our youth. I am proud  
that our small island has such an amazing history.”

 “A high pro"le site connecting today Mauritians to their 
roots. Perfect explanation by our guides. Keep it up. ” 

“#e best Interpretation Centre I have ever been to. ”

 “Très beau musée, Merci!”

“C’était très bien. J’ai bien aimé la visite et ce que j’ai 
surtout aimé c’était les activités pour les enfants. ”

“Un très beau témoignage pour commencer à comprendre 
Maurice aujourd’hui. ”

“Very interesting museum. Takes a visitor back in time.  
Modern  devices enable a visitor to go through the whole 
visit at ease. Overall very satisfying”

“Lieu symbolique et empreint d`émotions fortes. Je pense 
bien évidemment à mes ancêtres venus du Bihar et de 
Bombay. Merci aux autorités d`avoir pu faire exister ce 
mémorial”

“ Eye opener - History well recorded. Impressive. Will 
recommend friends to visit”

“ Nice idea Kids Corner”

“ Très joli musée, instrutif, +++ émotion.  Bravo ! “

!e Opening of the Beekrumsing Ramlallah Interpretation Centre

3URMHFWV�DQG�$FWLYLWLHV

No. of Mauritians

No. of Tourists

Total number of visitors



International Day for Monuments and Sites
Vijaya Beejadhur-Poteah, Heritage Guide and Vedita Jha, Heritage Guide

6LQFH� ������ ��� $SULO� LV� GHFODUHG� WKH�
´,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'D\�IRU�0RQXPHQWV�DQG�6LWHVµ�
IROORZLQJ� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� WDNHQ� GXULQJ� WKH� ��th 
VHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�81(6&2�*HQHUDO�&RQIHUHQFH��
7KLV� \HDU�� ,&2026� DOVR� FHOHEUDWHG� LWV� ��th 
DQQLYHUVDU\��������������7KH��SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�
HYHQW�LV�WR�FHOHEUDWH�RXU�1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�DQG�
DOVR��WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKLV�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PRYHPHQW�
RI� 6ROLGDULW\� LQ� IDYRU� RI� VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� DQG�
VDIHJXDUGLQJ�+HULWDJH�ZRUOG�ZLGH�

7KH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�7UXVW�)XQG��$*7)��ILUVW�WRRN�

SDUW� LQ� WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'D\� IRU�0RQXPHQWV�

and Sites in 2006. Since then, activities are 

RUJDQLVHG� HYHU\� \HDU� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W� RI� WKLV�

HYHQW��)RU�WKH�$*7)��WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'D\�IRU�

0RQXPHQWV� DQG� 6LWHV� LV� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�

SURPRWH� WKH�:RUOG�+HULWDJH� 6LWH� �:+6�� DQG�

UDLVH�DZDUHQHVV�RQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�3RUW�/RXLV�LQ�

FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�VLVWHU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKH�

1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�)XQG��1+)��DQG�/H�0RUQH�

+HULWDJH�7UXVW�)XQG��/0+7)��

2Q� 6DWXUGD\� ��th� DQG� 6XQGD\� ��th April 
2015, the AGTF  proposed activities at the 
$DSUDYDVL� *KDW� :RUOG� +HULWDJH� 3URSHUW\�
DQG� DW� WKH� UHFHQWO\� RSHQHG� %HHNUXPVLQJ�
5DPODOODK� ,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ� &HQWUH� �%5,&���
$FWLYLWLHV�SURSRVHG�FRQVLVWHG�RI�JXLGHG�YLVLWV��
HGXFDWLRQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ��VWRU\WHOOLQJ��
SRWWHU\�PDNLQJ�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WHFKQLTXHV���
ILOP� SURMHFWLRQ�� DQ� H[KLELWLRQ� RQ� /H� 0RUQH�
&XOWXUDO�/DQGVFDSH��DQG�KHULWDJH�ZDONV��:DON�
�����	����LQ�WKH�EXIIHU�]RQH�RI�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�
*KDW��7KH�$*7)�DOVR�RUJDQLVHG�JXLGHG�YLVLWV�
DW�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�+RXVH�DQG�DW�%UDV�G·(DX�
1DWLRQDO�3DUN�
 
7R�DVVLVW�WKH�$*7)�LQ�WKLV�XQGHUWDNLQJ��D�WHDP�RI�
���YROXQWHHUV�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0DXULWLXV�
and Ecole Hotelière Sir Gaëtan Duval received 
D�WUDLQLQJ�E\�WKH�$*7)�WR�FRQGXFW�JXLGHG�YLVLWV�
LQ�3RUW�/RXLV��DW�WKH�6WDWH�+RXVH�LQ�5HGXLW� 

DQG� LQ�%UDV�G·(DX��7KH�YROXQWHHUV�ZHUH�YHU\�
G\QDPLF�DQG�KHOSIXO�

7KH�$*7)� UHFRUGHG� D� WRWDO� RI� ������ YLVLWRUV�
ZKR� WRRN� SDUW� LQ� WKH� DFWLYLWLHV� RYHU� WKH� WZR�
GD\V�� ,QWHUDFWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� WKH� VWDII� DQG� WKH�
YLVLWRUV�ZHUH�YHU\�IUXLWIXO��,W�ZDV�DOVR�REVHUYHG�
WKDW� FKLOGUHQ� SDUWLFLSDWHG� HQWKXVLDVWLFDOO\�
LQ� WKH� HGXFDWLRQDO� DFWLYLWLHV�� ,Q� WKH� FDVH� RI�
SRWWHU\�PDNLQJ��LW�ZDV�QRWHG�WKDW�SDUHQWV�GLG�
QRW� KHVLWDWH� WR� FRPH� IRUZDUG� WR� KHOS� WKHLU�
FKLOGUHQ��,W�ZDV�LQGHHG�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�ERWK�
0DXULWLDQV�DQG�WRXULVWV�WR�GLVFRYHU�DQG�HQMR\�
KHULWDJH�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLO\�

Educational activities of about 45 minutes with children to explain traditional techniques of construction and storytelling. 
(Source: AGTF Collection 2015)
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Visits at the Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Site
Urmila Ramkissoon, Heritage Guide and Soonanda Nankoo Bhadye, Heritage Guide

3URMHFWV�DQG�$FWLYLWLHV

6LQFH� LWV� RSHQLQJ� RQ� �nd� 1RYHPEHU� ������ WKH�
$DSUDYDVL� *KDW� :RUOG� +HULWDJH� 6LWH� DQG� LWV�
Interpretation Centre have received a total 
QXPEHU�RI��������YLVLWRUV��FRPSULVLQJ�RI�VWXGHQWV��
WRXULVWV�� VHQLRU� FLWL]HQV�� VFKRODUV� DQG� HPLQHQW�
SHUVRQDOLWLHV�DV�DW����6HSWHPEHU������

7KH� SHDN� VHDVRQ� IRU�0DXULWLDQ� YLVLWRUV� ZDV� WKH�
SHULRG� EHWZHHQ� $SULO� DQG� -XO\� ZKHQ� VWXGHQWV�
YLVLWHG�WKH�:+6�GXULQJ�RXWLQJV��,W�LV�WR�EH�QRWHG�
WKDW� VWXGHQWV� UHSUHVHQW� PRUH� WKDQ� ���� RI�
0DXULWLDQ� YLVLWRUV�� 7KH� SHDN� VHDVRQ� IRU� IRUHLJQ�
YLVLWRUV�ZDV�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�RI�-DQXDU\�WR�)HEUXDU\�
ZKHQ�PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�WKH�YLVLWRUV�ZHUH�WRXULVWV�
FRPSDUHG�WR�����0DXULWLDQ�YLVLWRUV��

%HVLGHV� JXLGHG� YLVLWV� RI� WKH� $DSUDYDVL� *KDW�
:RUOG�+HULWDJH�6LWH�DQG�%HHNUXPVLQJ�5DPODOODK�
,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�&HQWUH��WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�SHGDJRJLFDO�
DFWLYLWLHV�� KHULWDJH� ZDONV� DQG� WKH� UHDOL]DWLRQ� RI�
VFKRRO�SURMHFWV��$�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�������YLVLWRUV�
participated in the educational activities such as 
6WRU\WHOOLQJ��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�7HFKQLTXHV�DQG�3RWWHU\�
0DNLQJ�� $� FRQIHUHQFH� RQ� ¶/D� SUpVHUYDWLRQ� GX�
SDVVp·�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG� LQ�0D\������E\� VWXGHQWV�
RI� eFROH� +{WHOLqUH� 6LU� *DsWDQ� 'XYDO� DW� WKH�
%HHNUXPVLQJ�5DPODOODK�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�&HQWUH�
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Activities 
 Guided visits 

'ƵŝĚĞĚ�ǀŝƐŝƚƐ�ŽĨ��ĞĞŬƌƵŵƐŝŶŐ�ZĂŵůĂůůĂŚ�/ŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚĂƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�
(45 mins) and Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage site (20 mins). 
Free of charge. 

'ƵŝĚĞĚ�ǀŝƐŝƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƵīĞƌ��ŽŶĞ
'ƵŝĚĞĚ� ǀŝƐŝƚƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ďƵīĞƌ� ǌŽŶĞ� ŽĨ� �ĂƉƌĂǀĂƐŝ� 'ŚĂƚ� tŽƌůĚ�
Heritage property are available on booking on 217 77 70. 

WĞĚĂŐŽŐŝĐĂů�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
- Story Telling (3 – 6 yrs old)
- �ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�dĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ�;ϲͲ�ϭϰ�ǇƌƐ�ŽůĚͿ
- WŽƩĞƌǇ�DĂŬŝŶŐ�;ϲͲ�ϭϰ�ǇƌƐ�ŽůĚͿ
- 'ƵŝĚĞĚ�sŝƐŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�;ϯͲ�ϭϰ�ǇƌƐ�ŽůĚͿ
- In the footsteps of an immigrant at Aapravasi Ghat 

(6-14 yrs old)

�ĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ďŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�

Opening Hours

DŽŶĚĂǇͲ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ͗�ϵ͘ϬϬ�ʹ�ϭϲ͘ϬϬ�ŚƌƐ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͗��ϵ͘ϬϬ�ʹ�ϭϮ͘ϬϬ�ŚƌƐ
�ůŽƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ�ĂŶĚ�WƵďůŝĐ�,ŽůŝĚĂǇƐ

Contact us

Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Site 
�ĞĞŬƌƵŵƐŝŶŐ�ZĂŵůĂůůĂŚ�/ŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚĂƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�
Quay Street
Port Louis

dĞů͗�Ϯϭϳ�ϳϳ�ϳϬ
�ŵĂŝů͗�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ͘ĂŐƞΛŝŶƚŶĞƚ͘ŵƵ
tĞďƐŝƚĞ�͗�www.aapravasighat.org 

LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN PROJECT
Corinne Forest, Head Technical Unit 

� ,Q� LWV� GHFLVLRQV� ��� &20� �%���� �������� ���
&20� �%���� ������� DQG� ��� &20� �%���� ��������
WKH� 81(6&2�:RUOG� +HULWDJH� &HQWUH� UHTXHVWHG� WKH�
*RYHUQPHQW�RI�0DXULWLXV�WR�WDNH�QHFHVVDU\�DFWLRQ�WR�
SUHVHUYH�DQG�HQKDQFH�KLVWRULFDO�EXLOGLQJV�LQ�WKH�%XIIHU�
=RQH�RI�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�3URSHUW\�
DQG�WR�SXW�LQ�SODFH�PHFKDQLVPV�WKDW�HQVXUH�LQWHJUDWHG�
PDQDJHPHQW� RI� WKH� DUHD�� 7KHVH� WZR� REMHFWLYHV�
ZHUH� SDUWLDOO\� DFKLHYHG� ZLWK� WKH� SURFODPDWLRQ� RI�
WKH�3ODQQLQJ�3ROLF\�*XLGDQFH� IRU� WKH�%XIIHU�=RQH�RI�
WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�3URSHUW\� �33*���
LVVXHG�LQ������DQG�WKH�UHYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�0DQDJHPHQW�
Plan in 2013. 

� 7KH� 9LVLRQ� RI� WKH� 33*� �� DGYRFDWHV� XUEDQ�
UHJHQHUDWLRQ� WKURXJK� KHULWDJH� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ� LQ� OLQH�
ZLWK�WKH�UHFHQW�GHEDWHV�OHG�E\�,&2026�DQG�81(6&2�
RQ�WKH�XVH�RI�KHULWDJH�DV�D�GULYHU�IRU�GHYHORSPHQW��7KLV�
FRQFHSW�WR�XVH�KHULWDJH�DV�D�GULYHU�IRU�GHYHORSPHQW�LV�
D� VWUDWHJ\� DW� WKH� FRUH� RI� WKH� 33*��DQG� WKH�2XWOLQH�
3ODQQLQJ�6FKHPH�IRU�3RUW�/RXLV��������WKDW�UHIOHFWV�WKH�
81(6&2·V�+LVWRULF�8UEDQ�/DQGVFDSH�&RQFHSW�

� $W�D� WLPH�ZKHQ� WKH�81(6&2� LV�SUHSDULQJ�D�
SROLF\�GRFXPHQW� IRU� WKH� LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�
GHYHORSPHQW� SHUVSHFWLYH� LQWR� WKH� SURFHVVHV� RI� WKH�
:RUOG�+HULWDJH�&RQYHQWLRQ��WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�D�/RFDO�
(FRQRPLF� 'HYHORSPHQW� �/('�� 3ODQ� LV� WKH� QH[W� VWHS�
WRZDUGV� WKH� DFKLHYHPHQW� RI� WKLV� YLVLRQ�� 7KLV� SURMHFW�
LQWHQGV� WR� IRVWHU� WKH� UHYLYDO� RI� WKH� KHULWDJH� ORFDWHG�

LQ�WKH�&LW\�&HQWUH�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�DFKLHYH�VXVWDLQDEOH�
GHYHORSPHQW�� 7KH� REMHFWLYH� RI� WKH� /('� SODQ� LV� WR�
propose measures to the Government to develop an 
HQDEOLQJ� HQYLURQPHQW� IRU� VXVWDLQDEOH� GHYHORSPHQW�
WKDW�DGYRFDWHV�WKH�DGDSWLYH�UHXVH�RI�KHULWDJH��,Q�WKLV�
LQLWLDWLYH��WKH�UHXVH�RI�KHULWDJH�LV�FULWLFDO��LW�LV�D�PHDQV�
WR�UHYLYH�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH�FLW\�DQG�SUHYHQW�WKH�ZRUOG�
ZLGH� VWDQGDUGL]DWLRQ� WKDW� JUDGXDOO\� HUDVHV� ORFDO�
VSHFLILFLWLHV�� 7KH� GLVDSSHDUDQFH� RI� ORFDO� VSHFLILFLWLHV�
WR�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�D�VWDQGDUGL]HG�ZRUOG�KDV�DQ�LPSDFW�
RQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�SODFH�DQG�LWV�DWWUDFWLYHQHVV�EHFDXVH�LW�
UHQGHUV�D�SODFH�OLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�

� $�ZHOO�GHILQHG�/('�3ODQ�WKDW�DGGUHVVHV�VKRUW�
DV�ZHOO� DV� ORQJ�WHUP�GHYHORSPHQW� RSSRUWXQLWLHV�ZLOO�
help to steer and secure development at the local level 
LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�ZLOO�EHQHILW�WKH�FRXQWU\�DW�ODUJH��VXFK�DV�
SURPRWLQJ�GLYHUVLILFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WRXULVP�LQGXVWU\��
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 )ROORZLQJ�WKH�LQVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�
RQ�WKH�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�/LVW��D�3ODQQLQJ�3ROLF\�*XLGDQFH�
���33*����ZDV�LVVXHG�LQ�-XQH������WR�HQVXUH�EHWWHU�
PDQDJHPHQW� RI� GHYHORSPHQW� SURMHFWV� LQ� WKH� %XIIHU�
=RQH�RI�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�3URSHUW\�
�$*:+3��� 7KH� REMHFWLYH� RI� WKLV� SODQQLQJ� GRFXPHQW�
LV� WR�JXLGH�GHYHORSPHQW� LQ� WKH�KHULWDJH�DUHD� VR�DV�
WR� SURWHFW� WKH� 2XWVWDQGLQJ� 8QLYHUVDO� 9DOXH� �289���
LQWHJULW\�DQG�DXWKHQWLFLW\�RI�WKH�&RUH�=RQH�DQG�%XIIHU�
=RQH�RI�WKH�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�3URSHUW\��

� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�PHHW�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH�33*�
���D�GHYHORSPHQW�YLVLRQ�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG��7KLV�YLVLRQ�
IRU�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJV�RI�WKH�$*:+3�LV�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�
SODFH�LQWR�D�YLEUDQW�DUHD�WKDW�ZLOO�DGG�YDOXH�WR�WKH�&LW\�
RI�3RUW�/RXLV�DQG�WR�EULQJ�EHQHILWV�WR�SURSHUW\�RZQHUV��
WKH�EXVLQHVV� VHFWRU�DV�ZHOO� DV�RWKHU� VWDNHKROGHUV� LQ�
WKH�DUHD��DQG�WKH�QDWLRQ�DW�ODUJH��

� :LWK� WKH� DGRSWLRQ� RI� WKH� 33*�� WKH� /RFDO�
Government Act was amended in 2011 so as to set 
XS�D�7HFKQLFDO�&RPPLWWHH�IRU�WKH�%XIIHU�=RQH��%=��RI�
WKH�$*:+3��7KH�UROH�RI� WKLV�7HFKQLFDO�&RPPLWWHH� LV�
WR�HQVXUH�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�33*��E\�WKH�&LW\�
&RXQFLO�RI�3RUW�/RXLV��&&3/��DQG�DVVHVV�GHYHORSPHQW�
DSSOLFDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�%=���7KH�&RPPLWWHH�LV�FKDLUHG�E\�WKH�
+HDG�RI�WKH�/DQG�8VH�DQG�3ODQQLQJ�'HSDUWPHQW�DQG�
FRPSULVHV�RI� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� IURP�YDULRXV�0LQLVWULHV�
VXFK�DV�WKDW�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�$UWV�DQG�&XOWXUH��+RXVLQJ�
DQG�/DQGV��3XEOLF�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�/DQG�7UDQVSRUW��
7RXULVP�DQG�([WHUQDO�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV��(QYLURQPHQW��
6XVWDLQDEOH� 'HYHORSPHQW�� DQG� 'LVDVWHU� DQG� %HDFK�
0DQDJHPHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�UHOHYDQW�ERGLHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�
&LW\�&RXQFLO�RI�3RUW�/RXLV��&KDLU���1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�
)XQG��$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�7UXVW�)XQG�DQG�0DXULWLXV�3RUWV�
$XWKRULW\�

� $SSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�%XLOGLQJ�DQG�/DQG�8VH�3HUPLW�
�%/3��LQ�WKH�%=�RI�WKH�$*:+3�DUH�SURFHVVHG�DV�IROORZV�
E\�WKH�&LW\�&RXQFLO�RI�3RUW�/RXLV�

�� WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ

�� dĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ

�� WĞƌŵŝƚƐ� ĂŶĚ� �ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�
DŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ� �ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�
;W�D�Ϳ

�� �ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ

6LQFH�WKH�FRPLQJ�LQWR�IRUFH�RI�WKH�33*���YDULRXV�W\SHV�
RI�GHYHORSPHQW�KDYH�EHHQ�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�%=��

&KDQJH� LQ�XVH��H�J��FRQYHUVLRQ� IURP�WH[WLOH�VKRS� WR�
restaurant

0LQRU��PXOWLSOH�VPDOO�PDLQWHQDQFH���VLQJOH�ELJ�UHSDLU

0RGHUDWH�� PXOWLSOH� VPDOO� UHSDLUV� �� VLQJOH� ELJ�
replacement/whole repair

0DMRU�VXEVWDQWLDO�� ZKROH� UHSODFHG� �� LQFOXGLQJ� QHZ�
IORRU�EXLOGLQJ

'HPROLWLRQ�� QHZ�HPSW\� VSDFH� ��GLVPDQWOHPHQW�DQG�
UHEXLOGLQJ

� )URP� -DQXDU\� ����� WR� -XQH� ������ ��� %/3V�
ZHUH�JUDQWHG�LQ�WKH�%=�RXW�RI����DSSOLFDWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�
DW�WKH�&LW\�&RXQFLO�RI�3RUW�/RXLV��$IWHU�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�
PPG 6, 30 %/3V� RXW� RI� ��� DSSOLFDWLRQV� UHFHLYHG� DW�
WKH�&&3/�ZHUH�JUDQWHG�LQ�WKH�%=�IURP�-XQH������WR�
'HFHPEHU������

DĂƉ�ϭ�ƐŚŽǁŝŶŐ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ��>WƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�
from January 2005 to June 2011

3URMHFWV�DQG�$FWLYLWLHV

Development Applications in the Bu"er Zone of the
Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Property

Natasha Kheddoo Ramcharitar

DĂƉ�Ϯ�ƐŚŽǁŝŶŐ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ��>WƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
June 2011 to December 2014

'ƌĂƉŚ�ƐŚŽǁŝŶŐ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ��>WƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
June 2011 to December 2014

0RUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�%=�RI�WKH�$*:+3�DQG�SURFHGXUHV�IRU�GHYHORSPHQW�DSSOLFDWLRQV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�RQ��
KWWS���ZZZ�DDSUDYDVLJKDW�RUJ�RU�DW�WKH�Planning and Land Use Department of the City Council of Port Louis.
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Chronology of Development in Historical Port Louis:
from 1850 to 1950

Kheeruma Caully and Nawshine Nazeerally, UoM 
Maurina Soodin Runghen, Researcher

 The AGTF started the documentation on Port Louis’ physical development. The objective of the project 
is to understand the dynamics of the city and identify the heritage component. The research undertaken on the 
physical development of Port Louis will allow a better understanding of the social and cultural environment in 
which the Aapravasi Ghat has evolved. 
 This research was undertaken by two interns from the University of Mauritius; namely Keeruma Caully 
and Nawshine Nazeerally, between June and July 2015. The works of Rivalz Quenette, former clerk of the National 
Assembly and author of several books on the Municipal Council of Port Louis, were studied. Below are some key 
dates and events in Port Louis during the 19th and 20th century. 

WŽƌƚ�>ŽƵŝƐ�DƵŶŝĐŝƉĂů�dŚĞĂƚƌĞ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϯϱ͘�
;^ŽƵƌĐĞ͗��͘�dŽƵƐƐĂŝŶƚ͕�WŽƌƚ�>ŽƵŝƐ�ĚĞƵǆ�ƐŝğĐůĞƐ�Ě͛ŚŝƐƚŽŝƌĞͿ

����������

�� 7KH�0XQLFLSDO�&RXQFLO�VXJJHVWHG�WKH�VHWWLQJ�XS�RI�QLJKW�
VFKRROV�IRU�ZRUNHUV�DW�3RUW�/RXLV�

�� $W� WKDW� SHULRG�� PDQ\� HSLGHPLFV� ZHUH� UDJLQJ� RQ� WKH�
LVODQG��FDXVLQJ�D�ORW�RI�GHDWK���'XH�WR�WKHVH�HSLGHPLFV��LW�
ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�RSHQ�D�QHZ�FHPHWHU\�DW�5RFKH�%RLV�DQG�
DQRWKHU�RQH�WR�ZHVW�RI�3RUW�/RXLV�

�� 7KH� &LYLO� +RVSLWDO� FRXOG� QRW� DFFRPPRGDWH� WKH� ODUJH�
QXPEHU� RI� SDWLHQWV� VR� WKH� &RXQFLO� GHFLGHG� WR� RSHQ� D�
second hospital at Grande Rivière.

�� 7KH� ´&DQDO� %DWKXUVWµ� DQG� ´&DQDO� 'D\RWµ� QHWZRUNV�
ZHUH�WKH�PDLQ�FLW\�ZDWHU�VXSSO\�

�� 9DULRXV�RXWEUHDNV�RI�YLROHQW�F\FORQHV��ILUHV�DQG�IORRGV�
caused immense harm to the population, OLNH� WKH�������
�����DQG������KXUULFDQHV�DQG�WKH�ILUH�RI�����.

��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�DQ�XQGHUJURXQG�VHZHUDJH�V\VWHP�

���������

�� 7KHUH�ZDV�SURJUHVV�LQ�LQVWDOOLQJ�FLW\�OLJKWLQJ��

�� 7KH� &RXQFLO� LPSURYHG� H[LVWLQJ� OLJKWLQJ� V\VWHP�� ����
ZRRGHQ�SROHV�ZHUH�UHSODFHG�E\�LURQ�ODPSV��DQG�DQRWKHU�
300 were erected or repaired and repainted.

�� 7ZR�TXLQLQH�GLVSHQVDULHV�ZHUH�LQVWDOOHG�DW�WKH�PDUNHWV�
RI�3ODLQH�9HUWH�DQG�/D�%XWWH�

�� 7KH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� VDIH� DQG� FKHDS� KRXVLQJ� IRU� WKH�
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�ZDV�GLVFXVVHG�DW�WKH�0XQLFLSDOLW\�

� �� $W� WKH� VWDUW� RI� ������ WKH� FRXQWU\� H[SHULHQFHG� D�
UHVXUJHQFH�RI�PDODULD�DQG�3RUW�/RXLV�VXIIHUHG�WKH�PRVW�

�� $�PXQLFLSDO� ODERUDWRU\�ZDV� VHW� XS� WR� GHWHFW� FDVHV� RI�
IRRG�DGXOWHUDWLRQ�

�� :KLOH� WKH� PDUNHWV�� VODXJKWHU� KRXVHV�� VWUHHW� OLJKWLQJ��
SXEOLF� SDUNV�� ILUH� EULJDGH� DQG� PDQ\� RWKHU� VHUYLFHV�
UHPDLQHG�XQGHU�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�PXQLFLSDOLW\��WKH�0HGLFDO�
'HSDUWPHQW� DQG� WKH� 3XEOLF� :RUNV� 'HSDUWPHQW� DVVXPHG�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�DOO�VDQLWDU\�VHUYLFHV��ZDWHU�VXSSO\��FRQWURO�
RI� IRRG� DQG� FDUH� DQG�PDLQWHQDQFH� RI� WKH� VWUHHWV� RI� WKH�
town.

���������

�� 2QH�RI�WKH�0XQLFLSDO�&RXQFLO·V�PDMRU�FRQFHUQV�ZDV�WR�
construct, repair, maintain and clean the drains, sewers, 
JXWWHUV�DQG�FURVV�JXWWHUV�LQ�WKH�WRZQ�

�� $QRWKHU�PDMRU�FRQFHUQ�ZDV�WKH�LPSURYHPHQW�RI�ZDWHU�
VHUYLFHV�LQ�WKH�WRZQ��7KH�0XQLFLSDOLW\�GHFLGHG�WR�FRQVWUXFW�
DQG�PDLQWDLQ�IRXQWDLQV��EDWKV�DQG�ZDVKLQJ�SODFHV�WR�ZKLFK�
SXEOLF� KDG� DFFHVV� DQG� WR� HQVXUH� EHWWHU� TXDOLW\� RI� ZDWHU��
)LOWUDWLRQ�EDVLQV�ZHUH�FRQVWUXFWHG�DW�3DLOOHV�

�� 7KH� ����� IORRG� GHVWUR\HG� WKH�ZDWHU�ZRUNV� RI�*UDQG�
River North West.

�� )LUH�VWDWLRQV�ZHUH�H[WHQGHG�GXULQJ�WKHVH�\HDUV�

�� 7KH�0XQLFLSDOLW\�ZDV�LQ�IDYRU�RI�WKH�UHQRYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
SODFHV�RI�ZRUVKLS�DQG�JUDQWHG�IUHH�HOHFWULFLW\� WR�DOO� WKRVH�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�WRZQ�

���������

�� 7KH� 0XQLFLSDO� &RXQFLO� JUDQWHG� WZR� UHTXHVWV� IRU� WKH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WZR�FLQHPD�KDOOV��2QH�LQ�'HVIRUJHV�6WUHHW��
QDPHO\�5H[�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�RQH��WKH�0DMHVWLF�FLQHPD�DW�WKH�
FRUQHU�RI�3RXGULqUH�6WUHHWV�DQG�'HVURFKHV��ZKLFK�RSHQHG�
RQ�)HEUXDU\����������

�� 5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�0XQLFLSDO�/LEUDU\�*X\�)RUJHW�UHTXHVWHG�
WKDW� WKH� UHDGLQJ� URRP�EH�RSHQHG�HYHU\�QLJKW�RU�DW� OHDVW�
WKUHH�WLPHV�D�ZHHN�IURP�������KRXUV�WR�������KRXUV�DQG�
WR�SXUFKDVH�RI�D�ODUJHU�TXDQWLW\�RI�ERRNV�DQG�PDJD]LQHV�

�� 2Q����$SULO�������*DEULHO�0DUWLDO�SURSRVHG�D�PRWLRQ�
WR�SURYLGH�ILQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�PXQLFLSDOLW\�RU�WR�DOO�
EXLOGHUV�� RZQHUV� RU� FRPSDQLHV� SURYLGLQJ� JXDUDQWHHV�� WR�
KHOS� WKHP�XQGHUWDNH�KRXVLQJ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ� LQ� WKH� WRZQ�VR�
DV�WR�TXHOO�WKH�KRXVLQJ�FULVLV�

$�ZKROH�QHWZRUN�ZDV�LQVWDOOHG�WR�SURYLGH�SRWDEOH�ZDWHU�WR�
XUEDQ�GZHOOHUV��



Flat Island 
Quarantine Station for Indentured Labourers

Christelle Miao Foh, Research Assistant

Corinne Forest, Head Technical Unit

 Introduced in Venice in the 14th� FHQWXU\� WR� SUHYHQW�
SODJXH�HSLGHPLFV��WKH�V\VWHP�RI�TXDUDQWLQH�KDV�VLQFH�EHHQ�
XVHG� ZRUOGZLGH� DV� D� PHDQV� WR� SUHYHQW� WKH� SURSDJDWLRQ�
RI�FRQWDJLRXV�GLVHDVHV��8QGHU� WKH�FRORQLDO�*RYHUQPHQWV��
0DXULWLXV�DOVR�SUDFWLVHG�WKH�TXDUDQWLQH�V\VWHP��7KH�LVODQG�
ZDV�IUHTXHQWO\�DIIHFWHG�E\�HSLGHPLFV�VXFK�DV�VPDOOSR[�DQG�
FKROHUD��7KHVH�HSLGHPLFV�ZHUH�IUHTXHQW�DV�IURP�����V�SDUWO\�
GXH�WR�WKH�JURZWK�RI�PDULWLPH�WUDGH�DQG�WKH�PRYHPHQW�RI�
populations. The local Authorities adopted several laws to 
SUHYHQW�WKH�SURSDJDWLRQ�RI�GLVHDVHV��,W�DGRSWHG�D�EL�ODWHUDO�
DSSURDFK� WR� WKH� SUREOHP� ZKLFK� FRQVLVWHG� LQ� LPSURYLQJ�
VDQLWDWLRQ� DQG� KHDOWK� RQ� ODQG� DQG� WKH� UHLQIRUFHPHQW� RI�
TXDUDQWLQH� PHDVXUHV� EHIRUH� VKLS� GLVHPEDUNDWLRQ�� ,Q�
RUGHU�� WR�SUHYHQW� WKH� VSUHDG�RI�GLVHDVHV�� VKLSV� VXVSHFWHG�
RI�FDUU\LQJ�HSLGHPLF�GLVHDVHV�ZHUH�VHQW�IRU�TXDUDQWLQH�RQ�
XQLQKDELWHG�LVOHWV�RII�WKH�FRDVW�WR�DYRLG�GLUHFW�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�
the mainland.  

6HYHUDO� SODFHV� ZHUH� XVHG� DV� TXDUDQWLQH� ]RQH��2Q� ODQG��
3RLQWH�DX[�&DQQRQLHUV�� ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�RI� WKH�LVODQG�
ZDV�GHFUHHG� WR� VHUYH�DV�D�JHQHUDO� TXDUDQWLQH� VWDWLRQ�DV�
IURP������1�6RXUFHV�DOVR�VKRZ�WKH�SODQV�RI�D�TXDUDQWLQH�
VWDWLRQ� DW� 3RLQWH� DX[� 3LPHQWV� DQG� %XWWH� DX[� 3DSD\HUV�2 
7KH�RXWHU�LVOHW���7RQQHOLHUV�,VODQG�QHDU�7URX�)DQIDURQ���ZDV�
RQH�RI�WKH�ILUVW�LVOHWV�WR�EH�XVHG�IRU�TXDUDQWLQH�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�
%HQLWLHUV�,VODQG��ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�6RXWK�:HVW�FRDVW�3

� )ODW�,VODQG�DQG�*DEULHO�,VODQG�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�RI�0DXULWLXV�
ZHUH� H[WHQVLYHO\� XVHG� IRU� TXDUDQWLQH� GXULQJ� WKH� SHDN� RI�
LQGHQWXUHG� LPPLJUDWLRQ�� 7KH\� ZHUH� FRQVLGHUHG� WR� EH� IDU�
HQRXJK� IURP� WKH�PDLQODQG� WR� SURWHFW� WKH� ODWWHU� IURP� WKH�
LQWURGXFWLRQ� RI� LQIHFWLRXV� GLVHDVHV�� � )ODW� ,VODQG� WRJHWKHU�
ZLWK� &DQQRQLHUV·� 3RLQW� ZHUH� HVWDEOLVKHG� DV� SHUPDQHQW�
TXDUDQWLQH�VWDWLRQV�E\�WKH�2UGLQDQFH�1R����RI������$V�IURP�
WKDW�WLPH��)ODW�,VODQG�ZDV�UHVHUYHG�IRU�SHUVRQV�XQGHUJRLQJ�
TXDUDQWLQH�IRU�&KROHUD��,Q�������)ODW�,VODQG�ZDV�DOVR�XVHG�

DV�D�WHPSRUDU\�TXDUDQWLQH�]RQH��EHVLGHV�&KROHUD��IRU�WKH�
TXDUDQWLQH�RI�FDVHV�RI�PHDVOHV�E\�WKH�SURFODPDWLRQ�1R����4 

� )ODW�,VODQG�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DV�PDQ\�VWUXFWXUHV�
associated with indenture still remain. In June 2015, a team 
IURP�$*7)�FRQGXFWHG�D�VXUYH\�RQ�)ODW� ,VODQG� LQ�RUGHU� WR�
EHWWHU� DSSUHFLDWH� KRZ� TXDUDQWLQH� IXQFWLRQHG� GXULQJ� WKH�
LQGHQWXUH�SHULRG�LQ�0DXULWLXV�DQG�IXUWKHU�VXEVWDQWLDWH�RXU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�V\VWHP�RI�LQGHQWXUH��7KH�VWXG\�
RI�WKH�SHUPDQHQW�VWUXFWXUHV�HUHFWHG�RQ�WKH�LVODQG�LQ������
�����DOORZV�XV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WKH�%ULWLVK�*RYHUQPHQW�
LPSOHPHQWHG�SUHFDXWLRQDU\�PHDVXUHV� LQ�RUGHU� WR�SUHYHQW�
DQ�HSLGHPLF�RXWEUHDN�RQ�PDLQODQG�

� 7KH� VXUYH\� ZDV� SHUIRUPHG� XQGHU� WKH� SURMHFW�
¶'RFXPHQWDWLRQ� DQG� &RQVHUYDWLRQ� RI� WKH� IRUPHU�
TXDUDQWLQH� VWDWLRQ� LQ� )ODW� ,VODQG�� 0DXULWLXV·�� 7KLV� SURMHFW�
LV� LPSOHPHQWHG�WKURXJK�D�JUDQW�RI�86'��������IURP�WKH�
(PEDVV\�RI� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RI�$PHULFD�� ,W�ZDV� VHOHFWHG�
XQGHU� $PEDVVDGRU·V� )XQG� IRU� &XOWXUDO� 3UHVHUYDWLRQ�
�$)&3�������&RPSHWLWLRQ��7KH�VXUYH\�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�WZR�
DUFKDHRORJLFDO�H[SHGLWLRQV�LQ�-XO\������FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�
WHDP�RI�'U�6HHWDK�DQG�'U�&DODRQ�IURP�6WDQIRUG�8QLYHUVLW\��
86$��

� 7KH� VXUYH\� FRQGXFWHG� LQ� -XQH� ����� DOORZHG� WKH�
LGHQWLILFDWLRQ� RI� WKH� VWUXFWXUHV� SUHVHQW� RQ� )ODW� ,VODQG�� WKH�
DUFKDHRORJLFDO� H[SHGLWLRQV� OHG� WR� IXUWKHU� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH�
DUFKLWHFWXUDO�IHDWXUHV��7KH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUHV�LGHQWLILHG�
GXULQJ� WKH� VXUYH\� DQG� WKURXJK� DHULDO� SKRWRJUDSK\� ZDV�
FRUURERUDWHG�ZLWK�DUFKLYDO�GRFXPHQWV��7KH�PDS�KHUHXQGHU�
VKRZV�DQ�RYHUOD\�RI�UHPDLQLQJ�VWUXFWXUHV�RQWR�DQ�DUFKLYDO�
PDS� RI� ����� GUDZQ� E\� 7�� &RUE\��*RYHUQPHQW� 6XUYH\RU��
7KLV� DOORZV� D� SUHPLQLODU\� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI� WKH� VWUXFWXUHV�
LGHQWLILHG��

1 As per ordinance No.3 of 1857, general quarantine station stands for quarantine  for any diseases except cholera.
2 Mauritius National Archives – D6A/A5.7/No.2 Flat Island and Gabriel Island by T.Corby (1857). 
!e document shows construction plans of the di"erent quarantines namely Flat Island and Gabriel Island, 
Pointe aux Cannoniers, Pointe aux Piment, Butte aux sable and Butte aux Papayers.
3 Raj Boodhoo,2010. Health, Disease and Indian Immigrants in Nineteenth Century   Mauritius.
4 Proclamation No. 6 of 1887.

Map: An overlay of a modern map of Flat Island onto an archival map of 1857 drawn by T. 
Corby.
(Source: MNA/D6A/A5.7/No.2/Map by T.Corby; Flat Island/google earth 2015; Overlay map 
drawn by the author.)
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dŚĞ��ƌĂƐ�Ě͛�ĂƵ�^ƵŐĂƌ��ƐƚĂƚĞ
Babita D. Bahadoor, Research Assistant

Julia Jong Haines, University of Virginia 

� $V� SDUW� RI� LWV� RQ� JRLQJ� UHVHDUFK� RQ� WKH�
LQGHQWXUH�V\VWHP�DQG�VLWHV�LQ�0DXULWLXV��WKH�$DSUDYDVL�
Ghat Trust Fund has put emphasis on research on 
VHYHUDO� LQGHQWXUHG� VLWHV� VLQFH� WKH� LQVFULSWLRQ� RI� WKH�
$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�,PPLJUDWLRQ�'HSRW�RQ�WKH�81(6&2�
:RUOG�+HULWDJH� OLVW��&RQVHTXHQWO\��DIWHU�D� VXFFHVVIXO�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�ZRUN�XQGHUWDNHQ�DW�WKH�%DUUDFNV�ORFDWHG�
RQ� WKH� SUHPLVHV� RI� WKH� 7ULDQRQ� 6XJDU� (VWDWH�� WKH�
$*7)� LV� FRQGXFWLQJ� KLVWRULFDO� UHVHDUFK� DV� ZHOO� DV�
DUFKDHRORJLFDO� VXUYH\� DW� WKH� )ODW� ,VODQG�4XDUDQWLQH�
6WDWLRQ� DQG� DW� WKH� IRUPHU� %UDV� G·(DX� 6XJDU� (VWDWH�
�������������

 

� $IWHU�WKH�FORVXUH�RI�WKH�%UDV�G·(DX�6XJDU�(VWDWH�
LQ� ������ WKH� *RYHUQPHQW� RI� 0DXULWLXV� SXUFKDVHG�
WKH� ODQG� LQ������ZLWK� WKH� LQWHQWLRQ�RI� UHIRUHVWLQJ� LW��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� )RUHVWV� DQG� *DUGHQV� 'HSDUWPHQW�
$QQXDO�5HSRUW��EHWZHHQ������DQG�������VSHFLHV�OLNH�
0DKRJDQ\��)LODR��*UHYLOOHD��7RRQ�SODQW��.DSRN��%RLV�
GH�)HU��7DWDPDND�DPRQJ�RWKHUV�ZHUH�EHLQJ�UDLVHG�DW�
WKH� QXUVHU\� RI� %UDV� G·(DX�� 7KH�&URZQ� ODQG� RI� %UDV�
G·(DX�ZDV�FRQYHUWHG�LQWR�D�QDWLRQDO�SDUN�LQ�2FWREHU�
������ EHFRPLQJ� 0DXULWLXV·� VHFRQG� QDWLRQDO� SDUN�
DIWHU�WKH�%ODFN�5LYHU�*RUJHV�1DWLRQDO�3DUN��%RWK�SDUNV�
DUH�PDQDJHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3DUN�DQG�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
6HUYLFHV� �13&6�� ZKR� DGYLVH� RQ� DOO� PDWWHUV� UHODWLQJ�
WR� WKH� FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�RI� ELRGLYHUVLW\� LQ�
0DXULWLXV��$OWKRXJK�QRQH�RI�WKH�SODQWV�LQ�WKH�IRUHVW�RI�
%UDV�G·(DX�LV�HQGHPLF�WRGD\��WKH�SDUN�LV�VWLOO�D�QDWXUDO�
KDELWDW�IRU�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�SODQWV��ELUGV��DQLPDOV�DQG�
LQVHFWV�� 7KH�13&6� KDYH� VHW� XS� D� QXUVHU\� DQG� KDYH�
EHJXQ�WR�GHYHORS�KLNLQJ�WUDLOV�VXFK�DV�WKH�&RT�GHV�%RLV�
QDWXUH�WUDLO��ZKLFK�HQGV�DW�WKH�0DUH�DX[�0DKRJDQ\��

� 7RGD\��ZH�FDQ�ZLWQHVV�WKH�UHPQDQWV�RI�WKH�ROG�
VWUXFWXUHV�DORQJ�ZLWK�VFDWWHUHG�DUWLIDFWV�IURP�WKH�GDLO\�
OLYHV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�WKH�HVWDWH·V�IRUPHU�LQKDELWDQWV��$V�
DQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VLWH��%UDV�G·(DX�KDV�JUHDW�SRWHQWLDO�
WR� WHOO� XV� DERXW� WKH� PDWHULDO� QDWXUH� RI� VODYHU\� DQG�
LQGHQWXUH� LQ�0DXULWLXV� DQG�KRZ�HDFK� FKDQJHG�RYHU�
WLPH��7ZR�SUHYLRXV�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VXUYH\�FDPSDLJQV�

FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�0DXULWLXV�$UFKDHRORJ\�DQG�&XOWXUDO�
+HULWDJH� SURMHFW� LQ� FORVH� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK� $*7)�
DQG�13&6� DLPHG� DW� ORFDWLQJ� DQG� GRFXPHQWLQJ� WKH�
UHPDLQLQJ�WDQJLEOH�KHULWDJH�DW�%UDV�G·(DX��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�PDSSLQJ�DQG�GRFXPHQWLQJ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�IHDWXUHV�
RQ� WKH� VLWH��GXULQJ� WKH� ODVW� VHDVRQ� WZR� WHVW� WUHQFKHV�
ZHUH�H[FDYDWHG�LQ�ZKDW�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�D�OLYLQJ�
TXDUWHU�IRU�WKH�HVWDWH·V�ZRUN�IRUFH��7KHVH�H[FDYDWLRQV�
XQFRYHUHG� ULFK� FXOWXUDO� GHSRVLWV� LQFOXGLQJ� FHUDPLF��
JODVV�� DQG� PHWDO� FRRNLQJ� DQG� IRRG� ZDUHV�� PDULQH�
VKHOOV��EXWWRQV��DQG�WKH�YHVWLJHV�RI�D�KDUG�SDFNHG�FOD\�
IORRULQJ�

� ,Q� -XO\� ������ WKH� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� H[SORUDWLRQ�
FRQWLQXHG�LQ�D�QHZ�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDUN�HDVW�RI�WKH�PLOO�
DQG�%UDV�G·(DX�YLVLWRUV·�FHQWHU��7KLV�UHVHDUFK�UHYHDOHG�
QHZ�VWUXFWXUHV�WKDW�UHODWH�WR�WKH�LQGXVWULDO�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
VLWH��SRVVLEO\�HQFORVXUHV�IRU�GRPHVWLF�DQLPDOV��RU�ZKDW�
PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�DV�OLYLQJ�VSDFHV�IRU�ZRUNHUV�RQ�
WKH�HVWDWH��7KURXJK�D�SUHOLPLQDU\�V\VWHPDWLF�FROOHFWLRQ�
RI� VXUIDFH� DQG� VXEVXUIDFH� DUWLIDFWV�� FHUDPLF�� JODVV��
PHWDOV�� DQG� IDXQDO� UHPDLQV� ZHUH� UHFRYHUHG�� 7KHVH�
DUWLIDFWV�ZLOO�KHOS�LGHQWLI\�KRZ�WKHVH�VSDFHV�ZHUH�XVHG�
DQG�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�RFFXSLHG�KLVWRULFDOO\��6LJQLILFDQW�
ILQGV�IURP�WKLV�DUHD�LQFOXGHG�FHUDPLFV�GDWLQJ�WRZDUGV�
WKH�HQG�RI� WKH���th�FHQWXU\��HDUOLHU� WKDQ�WKRVH�IRXQG�
LQ� RXU� SUHYLRXV� VHDVRQ� RI� UHVHDUFK�� DQG� SRVVLEO\�
FRQILUPLQJ� WKDW� WKH�HVWDWH�ZDV� IXQFWLRQDO�GXULQJ� WKH�
slave period. 

� $UFKDHRORJLFDO�UHVHDUFK�ZLOO�EH�SXUVXHG��WR�
VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�HVWDWH·V�YDULRXV�LQGXVWULDO�DFWLYLWLHV��
KRZ�ODERXUHUV·�KRXVLQJ�DQG�GDLO\�OLYHV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�
ZHUH�RUJDQL]HG�DQG�KRZ� WKH\�FKDQJHG�RYHU� WLPH��
SDUWLFXODUO\� RYHU� WKH� WUDQVLWLRQ� IURP� VODYHU\� WR�
indenture. 

� 7KHVH� FDPSDLJQV� KDYH� VKRZQ� SURPLVLQJ�
UHVXOWV�VLQFH������DQG�FRQWLQXHG�UHVHDUFK�ZLOO�HQDEOH�
IXUWKHU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�KHULWDJH�IRU�WKH�SXEOLF�DW�
ODUJH��

Facade of the Bras d’Eau Sugar Mill (Source: AGTF Collection)

Remaining Structure of the Bras d’Eau Sugar Estate 
(Source: AGTF Collection)

��



 :KHQ� %RLV� 0DUFKDQG� &HPHWHU\� ZDV� HVWDEO�
LVKHG� LQ� ������ 0DXULWLXV� ZDV� LQ� WKH� PLGVW� RI� D�
PDODULD�HSLGHPLF�WKDW�ZRXOG�NLOO�QHDUO\�RQH�WHQWK�RI�
WKH� SRSXODWLRQ� RI� WKH� LVODQG�� 7KH� FHPHWHU\� ZDV� WKH�
ODUJHVW� LQ�WKH�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�ZRUOG�DW�WKH�WLPH�DQG�LW�
UHSUHVHQWV�D�NH\�VRXUFH�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�OLIH�DQG�
GHDWK�LQ�0DXULWLXV�D�KXQGUHG�DQG�ILIW\�\HDUV�DJR��

� 7KH� VXFFHVVIXOO\� ILIWK� VHDVRQ� RI� DUFKDH�
RORJLFDO� H[SORUDWLRQ� DW� %RLV� 0DUFKDQG� FHPHWHU\�
ZDV� XQGHUWDNHQ� EHWZHHQ� ��th June and 11th� -XO\�
������6DåD�ÿDYDO�DQG�+DQQDK�0RRWV� VXSHUYLVHG�D�
GHGLFDWHG� WHDP� RI� IRXUWHHQ� XQGHUJUDGXDWH� VWXGHQWV�
IURP� 6WDQIRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�� 86$� DQG� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI�
0DXULWLXV�� 2XW� RI� HLJKW� JUDYHV� ZH� XQFRYHUHG�� VL[�
ZHUH�GRXEOH�DQG� WZR�VLQJOH�VNHOHWDO�EXULDOV�� LQ� WRWDO�
IRXUWHHQ�LQWHUPHQWV�ZLWK�WZHOYH�DGXOWV�DQG�WZR�LQIDQWV��
$OO� IRXUWHHQ� EXULDOV� ZHUH� LQLWLDOO\� LQWHUUHG� LQ� FRIILQV��
PDGH� HLWKHU� RXW� RI�ZRRG� RU�PHWDO��2QH� FRIILQ�ZDV�
SDUWLFXODUO\� HODERUDWHO\� GHFRUDWHG�� WKH� ZRRG� ZDV�
OLQHG�ZLWK�WKLQ�OHDG�DQG�FRUUXJDWHG�LURQ�ERVVHV��DQG�
IRXU�FDUULHG�KDQGOHV�RQ� WKH�RXWHU� VLGH�RI� WKH�FRIILQ��
DOWKRXJK�WKHVH�ZHUH�RQO\�SDUWLDOO\�SUHVHUYHG�

� 7KH� JUDYH� JRRGV� LQFOXGHG� ERQH� DQG� PHWDO�
EXWWRQV�DQG�EHDGV��PDGH�IURP�WKH�ORFDO�JUDVV�VHHGV�
�-RE·V�7HDUV���$Q�LQWHUHVWLQJ�IHDWXUH�RI�DQRWKHU�JUDYH�
ZDV� D� FKDON\� ¶SLOORZ·� RU� KHDG� VXSSRUW�� 7KH� EXULDOV�
FRQWDLQHG� DOVR� YDULRXV� SHUVRQDO� REMHFWV� VXFK� DV�
EURQ]H�SLQV�IRU�IDVWHQLQJ�FORWKHV��EHOW�EXFNOHV��ERQH�
DQG�PHWDO�EXWWRQV��JODVV�EHDGV��JODVV�ERWWOH�DQG�RWKHU�

LWHPV�� )RU� IXUWKHU� UHVHDUFK� SXUSRVHV�� DQFLHQW� '1$��
LVRWRSH�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�VDPSOHV�ZHUH�WDNHQ�IURP�
HDFK�EXULDO��:LWK�VFLHQWLILF�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKHVH�VDPSOHV��
ZH� ZLOO� DFTXLUH� DGGLWLRQDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKHVH�
LQGLYLGXDOV�� +LJKOLJKWV� RI� WKLV� \HDU·V� H[FDYDWLRQ�� LQ�
DGGLWLRQ� WR� D� ODUJH� QXPEHU� RI� GRXEOH� EXULDOV� DQG�
LQWHUHVWLQJ� JUDYH� JRRGV�� LQFOXGH� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKUHH�
DGXOWV� DQG� RQH� LQIDQW� LQGLYLGXDO� ZHUH� EXULHG� LQ�
DW\SLFDO� SRVLWLRQV�� 7KH� JHQHUDO� OD\RXW� RI� WKH� JUDYHV�
LV�DORQJ�WKH�HDVW�ZHVW�D[LV��ZLWK�WKH�KHDG�WRZDUG�WKH�
HDVW�DQG�IHHW�WRZDUG�WKH�ZHVW��3ULRU�WR�WKLV�\HDU��RQO\�
WKUHH�EXULDOV� GHYLDWHG� IURP� WKLV� WUHQG�� WZR�RI�ZKLFK�
ZHUH� LQIDQW� EXULDOV�� 7KH� SUHVHQFH� RI� IRXU� ¶GHYLDQW·�
EXULDOV�RXW�RI����LV�KLJKO\�XQXVXDO�DQG�FDOOV�IRU�IXUWKHU�
research.

� 7KH�WHDP�ORRNV�IRUZDUG�WR�IXUWKHU�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�
WKHVH� ILQGLQJV� DQG� FRQWLQXLQJ� WKH� LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�
UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU�

Archaeological Research at Bois Marchand Cemetery

Dr. Saša Čaval and Hannah Moots

� 7KH� ,QWDQJLEOH� &XOWXUDO� +HULWDJH� �,&+��
SURMHFWV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�7UXVW�)XQG�DUH�
DOO�FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�SURMHFWV��7KH�81(6&2·V������
&RQYHQWLRQ� IRU� WKH� 6DIHJXDUGLQJ� RI� WKH� ,QWDQJLEOH�
&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�SXWV�WKH�FRPPXQLWLHV�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW��
:LWKRXW�FRPPXQLWLHV·�LQYROYHPHQW�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��
LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�� VDIHJXDUG� DQG� WUDQVPLVVLRQ� RI� ,&+�
DUH�SUDFWLFDOO\�LPSRVVLEOH��7KH�WHFKQLFDO�RIILFHUV�DQG�
UHVHDUFKHUV�PRQLWRU�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�SURJUHVV�RI�,&+�

� 7KH�FRQYHQWLRQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�´LQWDQJLEOH�FXOWXUDO�
KHULWDJHµ� PHDQV� WKH� SUDFWLFHV�� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV��
H[SUHVVLRQV�� NQRZOHGJH�� VNLOOV� ²� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH�
LQVWUXPHQWV�� REMHFWV�� DUWHIDFWV� DQG� FXOWXUDO� VSDFHV�
DVVRFLDWHG� WKHUHZLWK� ²� WKDW� FRPPXQLWLHV�� JURXSV�
DQG�� LQ� VRPH� FDVHV�� LQGLYLGXDOV� UHFRJQL]H� DV� SDUW�
RI� WKHLU� FXOWXUDO� KHULWDJH�� 7KLV� LQWDQJLEOH� FXOWXUDO�

KHULWDJH�� WUDQVPLWWHG�IURP�JHQHUDWLRQ�WR�JHQHUDWLRQ��
LV� FRQVWDQWO\� UHFUHDWHG� E\� FRPPXQLWLHV� DQG� JURXSV�
in response to their environment. Their interaction 
ZLWK� QDWXUH� DQG� KLVWRU\� SURYLGHV� WKHP�ZLWK� D� VHQVH�
RI� LGHQWLW\�DQG�FRQWLQXLW\�� WKXV�SURPRWLQJ�UHVSHFW�IRU�
FXOWXUDO�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�KXPDQ�FUHDWLYLW\��

 In line with the Convention and the criterion IV 
XQGHU�ZKLFK�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�6LWH�
ZDV�LQVFULEHG��WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�KDV�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�SURMHFWV�
IRU�,&+�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�DPRQJ�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�$*7)�
KDV�LQLWLDWHG�D�SURMHFW�DW�$QWRLQHWWH�6XJDU�(VWDWH�WR�WKLV�
SXUSRVH�EHFDXVH�WKH�VXJDU�HVWDWH�VWDQGV�DPRQJ�WKH�
ILUVW� HVWDEOLVKHG� HVWDWHV�� LWV� FDPS� ZKHUH� LQGHQWXUHG�
ODERXUHUV�UHVLGHG�ZDV�VWLOO� LQ�XVH�XQWLO� UHFHQWO\��2UDO�
KLVWRU\�SURMHFW�DW�%DUORZ�DOORZV�XV�WR�EHWWHU�DSSUHFLDWH�
DQG� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� WKH� ,&+� UHODWHG� WR�

ICH Projects: Documentation of Phooliyar- Antoinette Sugar Estate
<ŝƌĂŶ��ŚƵƩŽŽ�:ĂŶŬĞĞ͕�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ
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LQGHQWXUH��&ROOHFWLQJ�PHPRULHV�DW�%DUORZ�SURYLGHV�DQ�
LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKH�GHVFHQGDQWV�RI�LQGHQWXUHG�
ODERXUHUV��,Q�WKLV�SURMHFW��WKH�$*7)�FROOHFWV�HOHPHQWV�
RI� ,QWDQJLEOH� &XOWXUDO� +HULWDJH� LQ� WKHLU� FRQWH[W� RI�
SHUIRUPDQFH�� 7KLV� FRQVWLWXWHV� D� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� DQG�
JOREDO�UHVHDUFK�DSSURDFK�RQ�,&+�DQG�DOORZV�D�EHWWHU�
DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�LWV�QDWXUH�DQG�RI�PHDVXUHV�WR�EH�VHW�
XS�IRU�LWV�VDIHJXDUGLQJ��,QWHUYLHZV�FROOHFWHG�DW�%DUORZ�
KDYH�VKRZQ�YHU\�YLYLG�UHFROOHFWLRQV�RI�OLIH�LQ�WKH�VXJDU�
camp. 

� :KLOH�PRVW�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUHV�ZHUH�GHPROLVKHG��
WKH� FKLPQH\� VWLOO� VHHPV� WR� EH� LQWDFW� DQG� WKH� VXJDU�
PLOO� LV� LQ� UXLQV�� 7KH� EHOO�� WKH�ZHOO�� WKH� IRXQWDLQ� DQG�
WKH�RIILFHV�DUH� VWLOO� WKHUH�� 7ZR� WR� WKUHH� URRPV�RI� WKH�
FDPS� ZLWK� WKH� DWWDFKHG� NLWFKHQ� VWLOO� UHPDLQ�� 7KHVH�
WDQJLEOH� VWUXFWXUHV�DUH� WLHG� WR�D� VHULHV�RI�PHPRULHV��
SUDFWLFHV��VNLOOV��WUDGLWLRQV�DQG�NQRZKRZ��7KLV�LV�D�VLWH�
ZRUWK�GRFXPHQWLQJ�DV� LW�ZDV� WKH�6XJDU�&DPS� IURP�
ZKHUH�WKH�ILUVW�EDWFK�RI�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�ZHQW�WR�
ZRUN�� 7KH� FRPPXQLWLHV� QRZ� UHVLGLQJ� LQ�%DUORZ�DQG�
3KRROL\DU�DUH�RQH�RI�WKH�UDUH�ZLWQHVVHV�RI�,QGHQWXUHG�
LPPLJUDQWV�� ZKR� WKH\� TXRWH� DV� � SHRSOH�ZKR�ZRXOG�

VSHDN�YHU\�OHVV�DQG�ZRXOG�ZRUN�YHU\�KDUG�LQ�WKH�ILHOGV��
7KHLU�ODQJXDJH�ZDV�%KRMSXUL�EXW�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKDW�RI�
WRGD\��0HQ�ZRXOG�ZHDU�¶VKRUW�ODQJRXWL·�WKDW�UHDFKHG�
DERYH� WKHLU� NQHHV�� 7KH\�DWH� YHU\� OLWWOH�EXW� FRQVLVWHQW�
IRRG�OLNH�¶OLWWL·��ZKLFK�ZDV�D�NLQG�RI�IDUDWKD�EXW�YHU\�
WKLFN�ZLWK�RUJDQLF� VSLFHV�� 7KH\�KDG� WKHLU� RZQ�EHOLHI�
V\VWHPV�DQG�ZRXOG�SHUIRUP�ULWXDOV�OLNH�.DOLPD\H�SXMD��
%DKDULD�SXMD�DQG�'HH�3XMD�

� 2UDO�+LVWRU\�LV�WKH�PHDQV�WR�UHFRUG�WKH�YRLFHV�
RI�WKH�GHVFHQGDQWV�RI�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�DW�%DUORZ��
7KLV� LQFOXGHV� WKHLU� VZHHW� DQG� ELWWHU�PHPRULHV�� WKHLU�
H[SHULHQFHV� DQG� NQRZOHGJH�� 7KURXJK� LQ�GHSWK�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� YDOXHV�� GULYHUV�� VWUDWHJLHV� DQG�
HQYLURQPHQW�� WKH� ,&+� SURMHFW� HQVXUHV� WKDW� DFWLRQV�
WDNHQ�ZLOO�FDSWXUH�YDOXH�IRU�DOO�VWDNHKROGHUV��,W�LV�DOVR�
D�ZD\�WR�SURPRWH�WKHLU� ,QWDQJLEOH�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH��
VKDUH� VDIHJXDUGLQJ� DFWLYLWLHV� DQG� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG�
GLVFXVV� FKDOOHQJHV� IRU� WKH� IXWXUH�� $W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH��
WKLV� LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU�XV� WR�XSGDWH�DQG�PDQDJH�
WKH�,QYHQWRU\�IRU�,QWDQJLEOH�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�UHODWHG�
to Indenture.

� +XQGUHGV� RI� OLIH� KLVWRULHV� RI� GHVFHQWV� RI�
,QGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�E\�WKH�$*7)�VLQFH�
����� LQFOXGLQJ� DQ� LQYHQWRU\� RQ� ,QWDQJLEOH� &XOWXUDO�
+HULWDJH� UHODWHG� WR� LQGHQWXUH�� 7KLV� KDV� UHVXOWHG� LQ�
GHYHORSLQJ� D� GDWDEDVH� RQ� OLIH� KLVWRULHV�� FDSWXULQJ�
WDOHV�� ULGGOHV�� VWRULHV�� WUDGLWLRQDO� IRON� VRQJV�� JDPHV��
FUDIWVPDQVKLS�� EHOLHI� V\VWHP�� ULWHV� DQG� ULWXDOV�� 7KLV�
ZRUN�FRQVLVWLQJ�LQ�FROOHFWLQJ�PHPRULHV�DQG�LQWDQJLEOH�
FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�DW�7ULDQRQ�6XJDU�(VWDWH�
ORFDWHG�LQ�6DLQW�-HDQ��4XDWUHV�%RUQHV��LQ�RUGHU�WR�JDLQ�
D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�SHUIRUPDQFH�
IRU�WKH�,QWDQJLEOH�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH��

Informants

Recipe:�WƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�“Poowa”
A traditional recipe of Mauritian Intangible Cultural Heritage
Poowas DUH� SUHSDUHG� GXULQJ� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO� +LQGX� +ROL� IHVWLYDO�� FHOHEUDWHG� IURP� DQFLHQW� WLPH� E\� RXU�
DQFHVWRUV�DQG�IROORZHG�E\�WKH�QHZ�JHQHUDWLRQV��+ROL�IHVWLYDO�EULQJV�XQLW\�� ORYH�DQG�EURWKHUKRRG�DPRQJ�
SHRSOH��1RZDGD\V��+ROL�LV�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V�EXW�WKH�VSLULW�RI�WKLV�FHOHEUDWLRQ�VWLOO�UHPDLQV��:H�
VKRXOG�HQMR\�WKLV�IHVWLYDO�ZLWK�WKH�WUXH�VSLULW�RI�IHVWLYLW\��

/ŶŐƌĞĚŝĞŶƚƐ͗

ϰ�ĐƵƉƐ�ŽĨ�ŇŽƵƌ

½ cup of sugar

2 tbs of milk powder

Oil for frying

WƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶƐ͗

%HJLQ�E\�DGGLQJ�DOO�WKH�LQJUHGLHQWV�LQWR�D�ODUJH�ERZO��7KHQ��DGG�KDOI�D�FXS�RI�ZDWHU�WR�WKH�PL[WXUH�DQG�ZKLVN�
XQWLO�D�EDWWHU�LV�IRUPHG��7KH�EDWWHU�VKRXOG�ORRN�VPRRWK��+HDW�D�SDQ�ZLWK�RLO�DQG�FDUHIXOO\�SXW�VSRRQIXOV�RI�
WKH�PL[WXUH�LQ�WKH�RLO��)U\�RQ�ORZ�IODPH�XQWLO�JROGHQ�EURZQ�LQ�FRORXU��3ODFH�RQ�DEVRUEHQW�SDSHU�DQG�VHUYH�
hot. 
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Funding for the Conservation of the Old Labourers’ Quarters at 
Trianon Sugar Estate from Mauritius Telecom Foundation

 2Q����)HEUXDU\�������WKH�&(2�RI�0DXULWLXV�
7HOHFRP�� &KHUU\� 6LQJK�� LQYLWHG� WKH� $DSUDYDVL� *KDW�
Trust Fund at the 11th�&KHTXH�3UHVHQWDWLRQ�&HUHPRQ\�
IRU� LQVWLWXWLRQV� DQG� 1*2V� VXSSRUWHG� E\� 0DXULWLXV�
Telecom Foundation.

� 7KH� &KDLUPDQ� RI� WKH� $DSUDYDVL� *KDW� 7UXVW�
)XQG�� 0U� $QLO� 'KXQ\�� UHFHLYHG� D� FKHTXH� RI� 085�
��������IURP�0DXULWLXV�7HOHFRP�)RXQGDWLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�
WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7ULDQRQ�+HULWDJH�
6LWH��ZKLFK�FRPSULVHV�RI�WKH�2OG�/DERXUHUV·�4XDUWHUV�
�7ULDQRQ�%DUUDFNV��ORFDWHG�LQ�4XDWUH�%RUQHV�

� 7KLV� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� SURMHFW� IDOOV� XQGHU� WKH�
1DWLRQDO� &65� $SSURYHG� 3URJUDPPH�� (QYLURQPHQW�
�FRGH������0DLQWHQDQFH�RI�1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH� �FRGH�
501).

7KH� UHVWRUDWLRQ� DQG� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 7ULDQRQ�
+HULWDJH� 6LWH� VWDUWHG� LQ� $XJXVW� ����� ZLWK� WKH�
SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�D�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�3ODQ�IRU� WKH�%DUUDFNV�
DQG�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�FRPSOHWHG�E\�������7KH�PDLQ�
REMHFWLYHV�RI�WKLV�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�SURMHFW�DUH��

��7R�IXOILOO�WKH�REMHFWLYHV�RI�WKH�$*7)�$FW�LQ�SUHVHUYLQJ�DQG�
SURPRWLQJ�UHVHDUFK�RQ�LQGHQWXUH�VLWHV�LQ�0DXULWLXV�

��7R�FRQVHUYH�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�UHVWRUH�WKH�URRI�RI�
WKH�EDUUDFNV�

�� 7R� HQVXUH� WKH� LQWHJULW\� DQG� DXWKHQWLFLW\� RI� WKH� 7ULDQRQ�
%DUUDFNV�VLWH�

��7R�FRQWURO�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�VLWH�

��7R�GHYHORS�FXOWXUDO�WRXULVP�DQG�DQ�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXU�WUDLO�
LQ�0DXULWLXV�

��7R�SURPRWH�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�RXU�1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�

7KH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�7UXVW�)XQG�KHDUWLO\�WKDQNV�WKH�0DXULWLXV�
7HOHFRP�)RXQGDWLRQ�IRU�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKLV�SURMHFW�

� (YHU\� \HDU� RQ� ��� -XO\�� WKH� $DSUDYDVL� *KDW�
7UXVW� )XQG� RUJDQLVHV� D� &RQVXOWDWLYH� &RPPLWWHH� LQ�
WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�LQVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�
$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�RQ�WKH�81(6&2�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�OLVW��
7KH� FRQVXOWDWLYH� FRPPLWWHH� LV� D� IRUXP� IRU�PHHWLQJV�
DQG�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��

� 7KH� REMHFWLYH� RI� RUJDQLVLQJ� VXFK� IRUXP� LV�
WR� NHHS� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� LQIRUPHG� RI� WKH� SURJUHVV�
RQ� SURMHFWV� LPSOHPHQWHG� E\� WKH� $DSUDYDVL� *KDW�
7UXVW� )XQG�� WR� LQYLWH� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� WR�SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ�
SURMHFWV�DQG�WR�FRQVROLGDWH�WKH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�:RUOG�
+HULWDJH� 6LWH� DQG� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� )HHGEDFN� IURP�
WKH� FRPPXQLW\� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� HQVXUH� DSSURSULDWH�
PDQDJHPHQW�� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� DQG� SURPRWLRQ� RI� WKH�
:RUOG�+HULWDJH�6LWH�

� 7KLV� \HDU�� WKH� &RQVXOWDWLYH� &RPPLWWHH� WRRN�
SODFH�DW�WKH�&LW\�&RXQFLO�RI�3RUW�/RXLV�RQ����-XO\�������
LQ� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI� WKH�+RQRUDEOH� 6DQWDUDP�%DERR��

WKH�0LQLVWHU�RI�$UWV�DQG�&XOWXUH��DQG�WKH�/RUG�0D\RU�
RI� 3RUW� /RXLV�� 0U�� 0RKDPPDG� 2XPDU� .KROHHJDQ��
7KH�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�$*7)�SUHVHQWHG�D�UHWURVSHFWLYH�
RI� SURMHFWV� DFKLHYHG� LQ� WKH� \HDU� ����� DQG� IXWXUH�
SURMHFWV� IRU� ����������� 7KH� $*7)� WHDP� SUHVHQWHG�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�

���6XPPDU\�RQ� WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQV� IRU�GHYHORSPHQW� LQ�
WKH�$*:+3�%XIIHU�=RQH�IURP�-XQH������WR�'HFHPEHU�
����� E\� 0UV�� 1DWDVKD� .KHGGRR�5DPFKDULWDU��
5HVHDUFK�$VVLVWDQW��$*7)�

���7KH�3URMHFW�RI� /RFDO�(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW�3ODQ�
IRU�WKH�%XIIHU�=RQH�E\�0UV��0DXULQD�6RRGLQ�5XQJKHQ��
5HVHDUFKHU��$*7)�

��� 7KH� UHVHDUFK� SURMHFWV� DQG� UHVHDUFK� SODQ� IRU� WKH�
$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�6LWH�E\�0U��6DW\HQGUD�
3HHUWKXP��+LVWRULDQ��$*7)�

��� 7KH� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� UHVHDUFK� RQ� ,QGHQWXUH� LQ�
0DXULWLXV�E\�'U�.ULVK�6HHWDK��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6WDQIRUG��
86$�

���7KH��%HHNUXPVLQJ�5DPODOODK�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�&HQWUH�
DIWHU� LWV� RSHQLQJ�� YLVLWV� DQG� DFWLYLWLHV� E\�0U�� 9LNUDP�
0XJRQ��+HULWDJH�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�0DQDJHU��$*7)� 

Consultative Committee

3URMHFWV�DQG�$FWLYLWLHV



!e exhibition entitled “Hanging History: Dress of Indian female immigrants 
in the 19th century” is the result of a research project conducted by a team of 
historians, artists and students, funded by the University of Mauritius in 2013. 
!e team has analysed the pictures of the immigrant women taken at the Aapravasi 
Ghat, from the MGI archives collection and from private collections. !e purpose 
was to document a rich and disappearing heritage in order to foster pride in this 
legacy and encourage craftsmanship in traditions which form part of our identity. 

Exhibition: “Hanging History: 

Dress of Indian Female Immigrants 
in the 19th Century”

!e exhibition will be presented 
at the Aapravasi Ghat World 

Heritage Site  from 

3rd November until 6th 
December 2015.

 $́QWRLQHWWH��3KRROL\DU���DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�GLVFRYHU�
WKH� LQGHQWXUH� KHULWDJH� RI�0DXULWLXVµ� FRQVLVWV� RI� D� ���
SDJH� ERRNOHW� WKDW� SURYLGHV� GHWDLOHG� DFFRXQWV� RI� WKH�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�$QWRLQHWWH�6XJDU�(VWDWH�DQG�WKH�VWRU\�RI�
LWV�LQGHQWXUHG�ZRUNHUV�DQG�WKHLU�0DXULWLDQ�GHVFHQGDQWV��
,W� VSDQV� WKH� SHULRG� EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG� ����� ORRNLQJ�
DW� WKH� JHQHVLV� DQG� HPHUJHQFH� RI� $QWRLQHWWH�� IRUPHUO\�
NQRZQ�DV��%HOOH�$OOLDQFH��LQWR�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�
VXJDU� HVWDWHV� LQ� 5LYLqUH� GX� 5HPSDUW� GLVWULFW� GXULQJ� WKH�
6XJDU� 5HYROXWLRQ�� 7KH� )UDQFR�0DXULWLDQ� SODQWHUV� DOVR�
SOD\HG�D�NH\�UROH� LQ�PDNLQJ� WKLV�SRVVLEOH��7KH�ERRNOHW�
SURYLGHV�QHZ�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�WKH����LQGHQWXUHG�
ZRUNHUV�LQ�1RYHPEHU������ZKR�ZHQW�WR�ZRUN�DQG�OLYH�
RQ�$QWRLQHWWH�6XJDU�(VWDWH�� ,W�DOVR� LQFOXGHV� WKH� OLYHV�RI�
WKH� ,QGLDQ��&KLQHVH�� /LEHUDWHG�$IULFDQ�� DQG�&RPRULDQ�
FRQWUDFW�ZRUNHUV�ZKR� OLYHG�DQG�ZRUNHG� WKHUH�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�����V�DQG�HDUO\�����V��

7KH\�DOVR�EULHIO\�ORRN�DW�RQH�,QGR�0DXULWLDQ�IDPLO\��WKH�
3XUEKRR�IDPLO\��ZKR�IRU�WKUHH�JHQHUDWLRQV�ZRUNHG�DQG�
OLYHG� RQ� $QWRLQHWWH� 6XJDU� (VWDWH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� ����V�
DQG�����V��,W�DOVR�SURYLGHV�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�VRPH�RI�WKH�

LPSRUWDQW� VXUYLYLQJ� VWRQH�
structures such as the 
ROG� VXJDU�PLOO�� WKH� HVWDWH�
camp, and the temple. 
7KH� ERRNOHW� KLJKOLJKWV�
WKH� KLVWRULF� DQG� KHULWDJH�
YDOXH� RI� $QWRLQHWWH�
and the importance in 
GLVVHPLQDWLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DERXW� WKLV� UDUH� LQGHQWXUH�
site to the Mauritian 
SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W�
RI�WKH����st�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�
WKH� DUULYDO� RI� LQGHQWXUHG�
ZRUNHUV� RQ� 0DXULWLDQ�
VKRUHV�� 7KLV� ERRNOHW� ZDV�
ZULWWHQ� E\� 6DW\HQGUD� 3HHUWKXP��+LVWRULDQ� DW� $*7)�� WKH�
RUDO� LQWHUYLHZV� ZHUH� FRQGXFWHG� E\�0UV�� .LUDQ� -DQNHH��
5HVHDUFK�$VVLVWDQW�DW�$*7)�DQG� WKH�GHVLJQ�DQG� OD\RXW�
DUH�E\�$��.KHPUDM��7KLV�SURMHFW�ZDV�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�
WKH�ILUP�VXSSRUW�RI�0U��$QLO�'KXQ\��&KDLUPDQ�RI�$*7)�
DQG�WKH�%RDUG�RI�$*7)�

Note on the Antoinette Booklet

“They came 181 years ago….With their sweat, toil, tears, and blood, they 
nurtured this island that today is a heaven of peace and prosperity” 1834-2015.

Antoinette 
(Phooliyar)

An Invitation to Discover the Indenture Heritage of Mauritius  

Satyendra Peerthum,
Historian, Aapravasi Ghat Trust Fund
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ϬϮ�EŽǀ�ϮϬϭϰ�ʹ�^ŵƚ�^ƵƐŚŵĂ�^ǁĂƌĂũ͕�,ŽŶŽƌĂďůĞ�DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŶĂů��īĂŝƌƐ͕�
'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�/ŶĚŝĂ

“It has been an immense honour and priviledge for me to pay homage at this 
ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ƐŚƌŝŶĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŵŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŝŽŶĞĞƌ��ĂƉƌĂǀĂƐŝƐ�ǁŚŽ�ůĂŶĚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ƐŚŽƌĞƐ�ϭϴϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŐŽ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ďƌĂǀĞ�ƐŽƵůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ĐŽŶǀĞƌƚĞĚ� ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞůǇ� ŚĂƌƐŚ� ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ� ŝŶƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌŽƐƉĞƌŝƚǇ� ĂŶĚ� ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ�
ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĂŝŶďŽǁ�ŝƐůĂŶĚ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͘͟

ϭϮ�DĂƌ�ϮϬϭϱ�ʹ�,͘�͘�EĂƌĞŶĚƌĂ�DŽĚŝ͕�WƌŝŵĞ�DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�/ŶĚŝĂ

“I am honoured to have the opportunity to pay homage to the 
ďƌĂǀĞ� �ĂƉƌĂǀĂƐŝƐ� ǁŚŽ� ůĞŌ� /ŶĚŝĂ͛Ɛ� ƐŚŽƌĞƐ� ŶĞĂƌůǇ� ƚǁŽ� ĐĞŶƚƵƌŝĞƐ�
ĂŐŽ͘��ĂƉƌĂǀĂƐŝ�'ŚĂƚ� ŝƐ� ĂŶ� ĞůŽƋƵĞŶƚ� ƚƌŝďƵƚĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶĚŽŵŝƚĂďůĞ�
ŚƵŵĂŶ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ůŝŶŬƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŽƵƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘�
/ƚ�ŝƐ�ŽƵƌ�ƐĂĐƌĞĚ�ĚƵƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐŝƚĞ͘͟

Ϯϭ��ƵŐ�ϮϬϭϱ�ʹ�,ŽŶ��ƌ͘ �DĂŚĞƐŚ�^ŚĂƌŵĂ͕�hŶŝŽŶ�DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�
^ƚĂƚĞ͕�/ŶĚŝĂŶ�DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ��ƵůƚƵƌĞ�Θ�dŽƵƌŝƐŵ

͞sŝƐŝƟŶŐ� ŝŶĚĞŶƚƵƌĞĚ� ŵƵƐĞƵŵ� ŝƐ� Ă� ůŝĨĞ� ƟŵĞ� ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ� ƚŽ�
visualize the real happening of the workers who came to 
DĂƵƌŝƟƵƐ͘͟

ϭϲ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϱ�Ͳ�ZƵůĂ�DĂ͛ĂǇĂŚ͕�DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�dŽƵƌŝƐŵ͕�
WĂůĞƐƟŶĞ�

͞��ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�tŽƌůĚ�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�^ŝƚĞ͘͟

Ϯϱ��ƵŐ�ϮϬϭϱ�ʹ�,͘�͘� :ŽŚŶ��ƌĂŵĂŶŝ�DĂŚĂŵĂ͕�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ZĞƉƵďůŝĐ�ŽĨ�'ŚĂŶĂ

“sĞƌǇ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟǀĞ�ĂŶĚ� ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝǀĞ͘�DĂŶǇ� ƚŚĂŶŬƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚŝƐ� ƚŽƵƌ�ŽŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵǇ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ƚŽ�DĂƵƌŝƟƵƐ͘�'ƌĞĂƚ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
memory of the many indentured slaves who came through this 
ƐŝƚĞ͘͟

Visit of eminent personalities at the 
Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Site

2 November 2014 - October 2015

3URMHFWV�DQG�$FWLYLWLHV
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Exploring our Mauritian indenture sites:     
A brief history of Antoinette Sugar Estate

and the experience of its indentured labourers
Satyendra Peerthum, Historian

The Genesis of Antoinette Sugar Estate

2YHU�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�GHFDGHV��$QWRLQHWWH�6XJDU�
(VWDWH� KDV� EHHQ�PHQWLRQHG� RQ� QXPHURXV� RFFDVLRQV�
as an important indenture site where the “first” Indian 
LQGHQWXUHG�ZRUNHUV�ZRUNHG�DQG� OLYHG��+RZHYHU�� IHZ�
SHRSOH�NQRZ�DERXW�LWV�RULJLQV�DQG�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�LWV�
LPPLJUDQW�ZRUNHUV��7KH�JHQHVLV�RI�$QWRLQHWWH�RU�%HOOH�
$OOLDQFH�6XJDU�(VWDWH�� ORFDWHG� LQ�5LYLqUH�GX�5HPSDUW�
GLVWULFW�� FDQ� EH� WUDFHG� WR� ����� ZKHQ� &KHYDOLHU� GH�
&KHUPRQW��D�)UHQFK�PLOLWDU\�RIILFHU�DQG�DULVWRFUDW��ZDV�
JLYHQ�D�ODQG�FRQFHVVLRQ�RI�����DUSHQWV�E\�*RYHUQRU�
'HVURFKHV�ZLWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�,QWHQGDQW�3LHUUH�3RLYUH��
'XULQJ� WKH�����V�DQG� WKH� HDUO\�����V�� LW� FRQVLVWHG�
PDLQO\� RI� ODQG� FRYHUHG� E\� IRUHVW� DQG� UHPDLQHG�
XQGHYHORSHG�E\�&KHYDOLHU�GH�&KHUPRQW��

� ,Q� ������ /RXLV�1DXG�ZDV� JLYHQ�&KHUPRQW·V�
ODQG�FRQFHVVLRQ�E\�WKH�FRORQLDO�ODQG�WULEXQDO��%HWZHHQ�
WKH�����V�DQG�HDUO\�����V��1DXG�XVHG�KLV�VODYHV�WR�
FOHDU� WKH� IRUHVW�� GHYHORS� WKH� ODQG�� DQG� WUDQVIRUP� LW�
LQWR�D�VPDOO�HVWDWH�ZKHUH�KH�JUHZ�VRPH�VXJDU��VSLFHV��
DQG� YHJHWDEOHV�ZKLOH� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH� ODQG�ZDV� XVHG�
IRU�JUD]LQJ�E\� OLYHVWRFN��'XULQJ� WKH�HDUO\�����V��KH�
WXUQHG�LW�LQWR�D�VXJDU�HVWDWH�ZLWK�D�VPDOO�VXJDU�IDFWRU\�
DQG�ZKHUH�DOFRKRO�ZDV�PDQXIDFWXUHG��+H�HPSOR\HG�
VFRUHV�RI�VODYHV�DQG�PDGH�HQRXJK�SURILWV�WR�SXUFKDVH�
ODQG�DGMDFHQW�WR�WKH�HVWDWH�DQG�KH�DOVR�REWDLQHG�VRPH�
DGGLWLRQDO� ODQG� FRQFHVVLRQV�� 7KH� VL]H� RI� KLV� HVWDWH�
JUHZ�IURP�����DUSHQWV�WR�PRUH�WKDQ�����DUSHQWV��

� 'XULQJ� WKH� ODWH� ����V�� 1DXG� SDVVHG� DZD\�
DQG�KLV�ZLIH�DQG� FKLOGUHQ� VROG�KLV� HVWDWH� WR� (PLOLHQ�
'XSX\�DQG�0DGDPH�-RVHSK�'LRUH�LQ�������%\�������
'XSX\�DQG�'LRUH�ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�PDQDJH�WKH�VXJDU�
HVWDWH�DQG�VROG� LW� WR�0U��$UEXWKQRW�ZKR�UHSUHVHQWHG�
+XQWHU� DQG� $UEXWKQRW� &RPSDQ\�� D� QHZO\� IRUPHG�
%ULWLVK�FRPSDQ\�EDVHG� LQ�0DXULWLXV��$UEXWKQRW�JDYH�
WKH�QDPH�RI�Belle Alliance�WR�KLV�QHZ�DFTXLVLWLRQ��+LV�
FRPSDQ\�LQYHVWHG�WKRXVDQGV�RI�SRXQGV�VWHUOLQJV�LQWR�
WKH� VXJDU� HVWDWH� DQG� WUDQVIRUPHG� LW� LQWR� RQH� RI� WKH�
most important plantations in Rivière du Rempart, with 
RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�GLVWLOOHULHV�

The Experience of the Antoinette Indentured 
Workers 

 IQ�������WKHUH�ZDV�D�WRWDO�RI�����VODYHV�RQ�WKH�
SODQWDWLRQ�DQG�E\����������LQGHQWXUHG�,QGLDQ�ZRUNHUV�
ZHUH� DOVR� ODERULQJ� LQ� LWV� VXJDU� FDQH� ILHOGV�� 5HFHQW�
research at the Mauritius Archives has provided new 
LQIRUPDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� LQGHQWXUHG� ODERXUHUV� ZKR� FDPH�
to Mauritius on the Atlas� RQ� 6XQGD\� �nd�1RYHPEHU�
������ 7KH� VWRU\� RI� WKHVH� SLRQHHU� ,QGLDQ� ODERXUHUV�
EHJDQ� DOPRVW� WZR�PRQWKV� HDUOLHU� LQ�&DOFXWWD�� ,QGLD�
ZLWK� WKH� DUULYDO� RI� *HRUJH� &KDUOHV� $UEXWKQRW�� SDUW�
RZQHU�RI�$QWRLQHWWH�6XJDU�(VWDWH��

#e 36 Bihari Hill Coolies who worked on Antoinette Sugar Estate 
during the 1830s. (Source: Mauritius National Archives)
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On 10th�6HSWHPEHU����������+LOO�&RROLHV�RI�
WKH�'KDQJDU�FDVWH� �RULJLQDOO\� IURP� WKH�KLOOV�RI�%LKDU�
LQ�HDVWHUQ�,QGLD�DQG�ZKR�ZHUH�WKHQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�&DOFXWWD��
VLJQHG�D� ILYH�\HDU� ODERXU�FRQWUDFW�ZLWK�$UEXWKQRW�RI�
*LOODQGHUV�2JLOYLH� �DQ� LPSRUWDQW� %ULWLVK� FRPPHUFLDO�
ILUP�EDVHG� LQ�%ULWLVK� ,QGLD�� DQG�DFWLQJ�RQ�EHKDOI� RI�
+XQWHU�$UEXWKQRW�	�&RPSDQ\��D�PDMRU�%ULWLVK�WUDGLQJ�
FRPSDQ\�LQ�0DXULWLXV��LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&��0F)DUODQ��
DW� WKH� &DOFXWWD� 3ROLFH� +HDG�2IILFH�� 0DF)DUODQ�� WKH�
&KLHI�0DJLVWUDWH�RI�&DOFXWWD�� UHDG�DQG�H[SODLQHG� LQ�
GHWDLO� WKH� FRQWUDFW� WR� WKH� ,QGLDQ� ODERXUHUV� ZLWK� WKH�
KHOS�RI�DQ�,QGLDQ�LQWHUSUHWHU��

� 2QH�RI� WKH� FRQGLWLRQV� LQ� WKH� FRQWUDFW� FOHDUO\�
stated:

“The natives agree to proceed to 
Mauritius to work as labourers there 
upon a sugar estate, the property of 
Hunter Arbuthnot & Co. and to remain 
there as required for the term of 5 
years”.

 2QFH� WKH� ODERXUHUV�DJUHHG� WR� WKH� WHUPV�DQG�
FRQGLWLRQV�� WKH\� SODFHG� WKHLU� WKXPE� PDUN� RQ� WKH�
contract and on a separate list, which contained the 
QDPHV�RI� WKH����&RROLHV�� WKH\�SODFHG�DQ�¶;·�QH[W� WR�
WKHLU�QDPHV��7KH�VLUGDU�RI�WKHVH�ODERXUHUV�ZDV�FDOOHG�
6RRURRS�ZKR�ZDV�DVVLVWHG�E\�6XEDUDP��,Q�DOO�� WKHUH�
ZHUH� ��� PDOHV� DQG� �� IHPDOHV� DPRQJ� $UEXWKQRW·V�
FRROLHV�� VRPH� RI� WKHLU� QDPHV� ZHUH� &DOODFKDXQG��
'RRNKXQ�� %KRPDUDK�� %KRRGKRR�� /XQJRQ�� DQG�
%KXGKUDP��

� 7KH� ODERXU� FRQWUDFW�� ZKLFK� WKHVH� ODERXUHUV�
VLJQHG�� ZDV� ZULWWHQ� LQ� %HQJDOL�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� WKH�
VDODU\� IRU� WKH�PDOHV�ZDV�ILYH�UXSHHV�SHU�PRQWK�DQG�
IRU�WKH�IHPDOHV�RQO\�IRXU�UXSHHV�SHU�PRQWK��7KH�VLUGDU�
was paid ten rupees per month and the assistant 
VLUGDU�DURXQG�HLJKW�UXSHHV�SHU�PRQWK��,Q�IDFW��WKH\�DOO�
UHFHLYHG�VL[�PRQWKV·�SD\�LQ�DGYDQFH�EHIRUH�ERDUGLQJ�
the Atlas�� ,W�ZDV�+XQWHU�$UEXWKQRW�	�&RPSDQ\� WKDW�
SDLG�IRU�WKHLU�MRXUQH\�IURP�&DOFXWWD�WR�3RUW�/RXLV��$V�
D�UHVXOW��RQH�UXSHH�ZDV�GHGXFWHG�IURP�WKHLU�PRQWKO\�
ZDJHV�E\�WKDW�%ULWLVK�FRPSDQ\�IRU�WKH�UHWXUQ�SDVVDJH�
WR�,QGLD�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�DOVR�JRLQJ�WR�EH�SURYLGHG�ZLWK�
IRRG��FORWKLQJ��ORGJLQJ�DQG�PHGLFDO�FDUH��

:LWKLQ� D� GD\� DIWHU� WKHLU� DUULYDO�� RQ� �nd 
1RYHPEHU� ������ $UEXWKQRW·V� FRROLHV�ZHUH� WDNHQ� WR�
%HOOH�$OOLDQFH�6XJDU�(VWDWH�LQ�5LYLqUH�GX�5HPSDUW��7KH�
,QGLDQ� ODERXUHUV� ZRUNHG� IURP� VXQULVH� WR� VXQVHW�� VL[�
GD\V�D�ZHHN�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�DOVR�UHTXLUHG�WR�SHUIRUP�
OLJKW�GXWLHV�RQ�6XQGD\V��

7KH\� ZRUNHG� VLGH� E\� VLGH� ZLWK� WKH� VODYHV� RI�
%HOOH�$OOLDQFH�LQ�WKH�VXJDUFDQH�ILHOGV��

7KHUHIRUH�� WKH� LQGHQWXUHG� ZRUNHUV� VXSSOH�
PHQWHG�WKH�ODERXU�RI�WKH�VODYHV�DQG�ZHUH�D�EOHVVLQJ�
IRU� WKDW� SDUWLFXODU� HVWDWH� EHFDXVH� EHWZHHQ� WKH�PLG�
����V� DQG� HDUO\� ����V�� VXJDU� SURGXFWLRQ� UHDFKHG�
����WR�����WRQV�HDFK�\HDU�DQG�DOPRVW�����DUSHQWV�
RI� ODQG� ZHUH� DGGHG� WR� %HOOH� $OOLDQFH�� 'XULQJ� WKLV�
HDUO\� SHULRG� RI� LQGHQWXUHG� ODERXU�� WKHUH� ZHUH� RWKHU�
,QGLDQ�LQGHQWXUHG�ZRUNHUV�ZKR�DOVR�ZRUNHG�DQG�OLYHG�
IRU� VHYHUDO� \HDUV� DW� $QWRLQHWWH� 6XJDU� (VWDWH� VXFK�DV�
,PPLJUDQW�/XFKPXQ�

,Q� ������ $UEXWKQRW� VROG� %HOOH� $OOLDQFH� WR�
&KDLOPHUV�� *XLOOH� DQG� &RPSDQ\� ZKLFK� E\� WKHQ�
H[WHQGHG�RYHU�DQ�DUHD�RI�����DUSHQWV�DQG�SURGXFHG�
����WRQV�RI�VXJDU��$�IHZ�\HDUV�ODWHU��LQ�������WKH�VXJDU�
HVWDWH�ZDV�SXUFKDVHG�E\�6WH�� /DQJORLV�EURWKHUV�ZKR�
SURGXFHG�PRUH�WKDQ�����WRQV�RI�VXJDU�HDFK�\HDU��%\�
1863, it was Raoul de Maroussem and his associates 
ZKR�ERXJKW�WKH�VXJDU�HVWDWH��+H�UHQDPHG�WKH�VXJDU�
HVWDWH�$QWRLQHWWH�DIWHU�KLV�ZLIH��

'XULQJ�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��GH�0DURXVVHP�
DGGHG� PRUH� ODQG� WR� WKH� VXJDU� HVWDWH� DQG� VXJDU�
production increased to more than 1,000 tons per 
\HDU�� $� VPDOOHU� HVWDWH� /D� /XFLD� ZDV� DQQH[HG� DQG�
EHFDPH�SDUW�RI�$QWRLQHWWH�� ,Q�������KH�EURXJKW����
PDOH�%LKDUL�,QGLDQ�ZRUNHUV�WR�FXW�FDQH�RQ�KLV�HVWDWH��
The ship the Iskender Shah arrived in Mauritius on 
28th�-XQH�RI�WKH�VDPH�\HDU�DQG�WKH�ZRUNHUV�ZHUH�VHQW�
WR� 0DURXVVHP·V� HVWDWH� WZR� GD\V� ODWHU�� 6RPH� RI� WKH�
LQGHQWXUHG�ZRUNHUV�ZHUH�5RMLDK�DQG�/DOOPDKRPHG�

In 1883, he sold the estate to Gustave Martin. 
$QWRLQHWWH�ZDV�FHQWUDOL]HG�RQ�0RQ�6RQJH�6XJDU�(VWDWH�
E\� ������ ,Q� ������ 0U�� 0DUWLQ� EURXJKW� DURXQG� ���
%LKDUL�,QGLDQ�LQGHQWXUHG�ZRUNHUV�WR�ZRUN�RQ�KLV�VXJDU�
HVWDWH� RQ� ��\HDU� FRQWUDFWV�� 7KHLU� VKLS� WKH�Wardha 
DUULYHG�DW�WKH�,PPLJUDWLRQ�'HSRW�RQ���th�$XJXVW������
DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�VHQW�WR�$QWRLQHWWH�6XJDU�(VWDWH�WZR�GD\V�

Immigrant Luchmun arrived in Mauritius in 1830. He 
worked on Belle Alliance Sugar Estate as a cane cutter during 
the late 1830s and early 1840s. (Source: MGIIIA) 

+LVWRU\�DQG�5HVHDUFK
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Indo-Mauritian and Indian Indentured Workers residing in Antoinette Estate 
Camp. (Source: MacAllister MacMillan, Mauritius Macmillan Illustrated, 1916)

later. 6RPH�RI�WKH�LPPLJUDQWV�ZHUH�%LVQDWK��0RKDQ��
DQG�3HUVDG��7KH\�ZRUNHG�DQG�OLYHG�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�
RQ�WKH�WKH�VDPH�VXJDU�HVWDWH�

The Expansion of Antoinette Sugar Estate

%HWZHHQ� WKH�HDUO\�����V�DQG�����V��0DUWLQ�
UDSLGO\�GHYHORSHG�WKH�VXJDU�HVWDWH�E\�GRXEOLQJ�LWV�VL]H��
WR� PRUH� WKDQ� ������ DUSHQWV� DQG� VXJDU� SURGXFWLRQ�
UHDFKHG� PRUH� WKDQ� ������ WRQV� SHU� \HDU� E\� ������
,Q� ������ /D� &RPSDJQLH� 6XFULqUH� G·$QWRLQHWWH� ZDV�
FUHDWHG�DQG�WRRN�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�HVWDWH��'XULQJ�WKH�
VDPH�\HDU��0U��$QWRLQH�+DUHO��WKH�QHZ�RZQHU��PDGH�
D�UDUH�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�H[FKDQJH�ZKHUH�����DUSHQWV�RI�
$QWRLQHWWH�ZHUH� H[FKDQJHG� IRU� ����DUSHQWV� RI� ODQG�
IURP�%HDX�6HMRXU�6XJDU�(VWDWH�

%HWZHHQ� WKH� ����V� DQG� ����V�� WKH� VL]H� RI�
WKH� VXJDU� HVWDWH� JUHZ� WR�PRUH� WKDQ� ������ DUSHQWV��
)XUWKHUPRUH��ZLWK�PRGHUQ�PDFKLQHU\�� WHFKQLTXHV� RI�
VXJDU� FDQH� FXOWLYDWLRQ� DQG� YDULHWLHV� RI� VXJDU� FDQH��
WKHUH�ZDV�D�UHFRUG�VXJDU�KDUYHVW�LQ������ZLWK�������
WRQV�RI�VXJDU�ZKHQ�WKH�DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�ZDV�EHWZHHQ�
������DQG�������WRQV�IRU�$QWRLQHWWH�

$QWRLQHWWH� 6XJDU� (VWDWH� ZDV� VWLOO� RQH� RI� WKH�
PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�VXJDU�HVWDWHV�LQ�5LYLqUH�GX�5HPSDUW�E\�
WKH�PLG���th�FHQWXU\��,PSRUWDQW�SHUVRQDOLWLHV�VXFK�DV�
/RXLV�1DXG��0U��$UEXWKQRW��5DRXO�GH�0DURXVVHP��DQG�
*XVWDYH�0DUWLQ�SOD\HG�D�NH\�UROH�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�
RI�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�0DXULWLDQ�VXJDU�HVWDWH�DQG�LQGHQWXUH�
site.



Indian Immigrants and Smallpox
Raj Boodhoo, Researcher in Medical History

0DXULWLXV� KDG� EHHQ� DIIHFWHG� E\� VHYHUDO�
VPDOOSR[� HSLGHPLFV� SULRU� WR� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI�PDVV�
LPPLJUDWLRQ�RI�,QGLDQ�ODERXUHUV�LQ�WKH�����V��,W�ZDV�
D� FRPPRQ� GLVHDVH� LQ� PDQ\� FRXQWULHV�� ,Q� (QJODQG��
VPDOOSR[�� NQRZQ� DV� ¶WKH� VSHFNOHG� PRQVWHU·�� ZDV�
GHVFULEHG� E\� FRQWHPSRUDU\� ZULWHUV� DV� ¶WKH� PRVW�
WHUULEOH�RI�DOO�PLQLVWHUV�RI�GHDWK�·�+LJKO\�FRQWDJLRXV��
LW� ZDV�PRUH� SUHYDOHQW� LQ� WKH� RYHUFURZGHG� DUHDV� RI�
(QJOLVK� LQGXVWULDO� WRZQV�� 7KH� YLFWLP� ZDV� DIIHFWHG�
E\� IHYHU� DQG�D� UDVK�ZKLFK� FRYHUHG� WKH�ZKROH� ERG\�
VRRQ�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR�SXV��ILOOHG�SXVWXOHV��:KHQ�WKH\�
KHDOHG��WKH�SXVWXOHV�OHIW�GHHS�VFDUV��

:LWK� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WUDYHO� DQG�
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ� VLQFH� WKH� VL[WHHQWK� FHQWXU\�� VPDOOSR[�
VSUHDG�WR�WKH�1HZ�:RUOG��NLOOLQJ�WKRXVDQGV�RI�QDWLYHV�
ZKR�ZHUH�H[SRVHG�WR�LW�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH��$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�
HLJKWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��LQ�������D�PRVW�YLROHQW�HSLGHPLF�
KLW�,VOH�GH�)UDQFH�FDXVLQJ�PDQ\�GHDWKV��$IWHU�WKH�SHDFH�
WUHDW\�RI�9HUVDLOOHV�LQ������WKDW�HQGHG�(XURSHDQ�ZDUV��
VHD� WUDIILF� LQFUHDVHG� LQ� WKH� ,QGLDQ� 2FHDQ�� 9HVVHOV�
WUDQVSRUWLQJ�OLEHUDWHG�VODYHV�� LPPLJUDQWV�DQG�WURRSV�
LQWURGXFHG� LQIHFWLRXV� GLVHDVHV� LQWR� WKH� LVODQG�� 7KH�
DUULYDO� RI� D� ODUJHU� QXPEHU�RI� LPPLJUDQW� VKLSV� IURP�
,QGLDQ�SRUWV�DIWHU�WKH�����V�IXUWKHU�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�ULVN�
RI�HSLGHPLFV��6PDOOSR[�ZDV�HQGHPLF� LQ� ,QGLD�ZKHUH�
YLROHQW� HSLGHPLFV� EURNH� RXW� ZKLOH� HPLJUDWLRQ� WR�
0DXULWLXV�ZDV�DW�LWV�SHDN��7UDYHOOLQJ�DOO�WKH�ZD\�IURP�
WKHLU�QDWLYH�YLOODJHV��VWRSSLQJ�DW�WKH�PDJLVWUDFLHV�IRU�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�� JRLQJ� WKURXJK� WKH� ED]DDUV� ORRNLQJ� IRU�
IRRG�� VWD\LQJ�DW� WKH�SRUW� GHSRWV� WRJHWKHU�ZLWK� RWKHU�

UHFUXLWV�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�UHJLRQV��FRQVXPLQJ�SRRU�TXDOLW\�
ZDWHU��WKH�IXWXUH�PLJUDQWV�ZHUH�H[SRVHG�WR�DOO�VRUWV�RI�
LQIHFWLRXV�GLVHDVHV�� VRPH�RI� WKHP�XQNQRZQ� WR� WKHP�
DQG�WR�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�LPPXQH�

,Q�WKH�SUHYLRXV�LVVXHV�RI�WKLV�PDJD]LQH��ZH�KDYH�
EULHIO\�SUHVHQWHG� WR� WKH�JHQHUDO� UHDGHUV� WKH�FRORQLDO�
JRYHUQPHQW·V� SROLF\� WRZDUGV� LPSRUWHG� LQIHFWLRXV�
GLVHDVHV�DQG�WKH�VWULFW�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI�WKH�TXDUDQWLQH�
V\VWHP�� ,Q�VSLWH�RI�ULJRURXV�PHDVXUHV��VPDOOSR[�DQG�
FKROHUD�DSSHDUHG�QRZ�DQG�WKHQ�DW�3RUW�/RXLV��FDSLWDO�
and port, and spread to the rural settlements. 

7KH�FRORQLDO�VWDWH�KDG�WR�WDNH�GUDVWLF�PHDVXUHV�
WR� VDYH� OLYHV�DQG� WKH�HFRQRP\�� WKH�QHHG� IRU� ODERXU�
LQ�WKH�JURZLQJ�VXJDU�LQGXVWU\�ZDV�SUHGRPLQDQW��7KH�
KLJK�PRUWDOLW\�UDWH�RQ�ERDUG�LPPLJUDQW�VKLSV�DQG�RQ�
WKH�VXJDU�HVWDWHV�LQ�WKH�LVODQG�ZDV�DODUPLQJ��FDXVLQJ�
WKH�,QGLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�VXVSHQG��HPLJUDWLRQ�LQ������
LQ� RUGHU� WR� HVWDEOLVK� UHFUXLWPHQW� SURFHGXUHV� DQG� WR�
HQJDJH�¶KHDOWK\�DQG�ODERULRXV·�ZRUNHUV��7KH�0DXULWLDQ�
JRYHUQPHQW� VWUHVVHG� WKH� QHHG� IRU� LPPLJUDQWV� WR� EH�
YDFFLQDWHG� DJDLQVW� VPDOOSR[� EHIRUH� HPEDUNDWLRQ��
Moreover, Mauritian planters complained that recruits 
ZHUH�JHQHUDOO\�IUDLO�DQG�XQDEOH�WR�ZRUN��KHQFH�FDXVLQJ�
D�ORVV�RI�IXQGV�LQYHVWHG�LQ�LPSRUWDWLRQ��1HZ�ODZV�ZHUH�
SDVVHG�LQ�,QGLD�LQ������DQG�HPLJUDWLRQ�UHVXPHG��EXW�
DJDLQ�VLJQLILFDQW�FKDQJHV�GLG�QRW�RFFXU�RYHUQLJKW��

Remaining structure of the Flat Island Quarantine Station 
(Source: AGTF Collection)
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7KH�FRZSR[�YDFFLQH�KDG�EHHQ�DGYRFDWHG�E\�
DQ�(QJOLVK�SK\VLFLDQ�� (GZDUG� -HQQHU�� VLQFH������� ,W�
was introduced in India in 1802, and since, thousands 
RI� LQKDELWDQWV� RI� %ULWLVK� ,QGLD� KDG� EHHQ� YDFFLQDWHG�
IUHHO\�� 3ULRU� WR� YDFFLQDWLRQ�� DQ� DJH�ROG� SUDFWLFH�
NQRZQ� DV� LQRFXODWLRQ� �RU� YDULRODWLRQ�� DV� D� PHWKRG�
RI�LPPXQL]DWLRQ�ZDV�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�,QGLD��&KLQD�DQG�
$IULFD��7KH�SXV�IURP�WKH�VPDOOSR[�OHVLRQV�RI�DQ�LQIHFWHG�
SHUVRQ�ZDV�LQRFXODWHG�LQWR�D�KHDOWK\�SHUVRQ��FDXVLQJ�
RQO\� D� PLOG� LQIHFWLRQ�� 7KLV� PHWKRG� ZDV� DSSDUHQWO\�
LQWURGXFHG�LQ�$PHULFD�E\�$IULFDQ�VODYHV��2OG�FXOWXUHV�
DOVR� KDG� WKHLU� JRGV�DQG�JRGGHVVHV� WR� SURWHFW� WKHP�
IURP� VPDOOSR[�� 7KH� ,QGLDQV� SUD\HG� WR� 0DWD� 6LWDOD�
ZKHQ�WKH\�VXIIHUHG�IURP�VPDOOSR[�DQG�PHDVOHV��

7KH� YDFFLQH� ZDV� EURXJKW� IURP� ,QGLD� WR� WKH�
)UHQFK�0DVFDUHQHV�LQ�DERXW�������,Q�������WKH�ILUVW�
%ULWLVK�*RYHUQRU�)DUTXKDU�VHW�XS�YDFFLQDWLRQ�FHQWUHV�
DQG�DSSRLQWHG�YDFFLQDWRUV�IRU�WKH�SRUW�DQG�WKH�GLVWULFWV��
0DXULWLDQV�GUHDGHG�WKH�RXWEUHDNV�RI�HSLGHPLFV�HDFK�
WLPH�YHVVHOV�ZLWK�VPDOOSR[�YLFWLPV�DUULYHG�DW�WKH�SRUW��
7KH\�DOZD\V�SUHVVHG�RQ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�VHQG�VKLSV�
DZD\�IURP�WKH�SRUW�WR�WKH�TXDUDQWLQH�VWDWLRQV��,QIHFWHG�
VKLSV�ZHUH��WKHUHIRUH��GLUHFWHG�WR�TXDUDQWLQH�VWDWLRQV�
DW� ,OH�DX[�%pQLWLHUV�RU�)ODW� LVODQG��7KH\�ZHUH�DJDLQVW�
WKH�SURMHFW�RI� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW� WR�EXLOG�D�TXDUDQWLQH�
VWDWLRQ� DW� ,OH� DX[� 7RQQHOLHUV�� DUJXLQJ� WKDW� WKLV� LVOHW�
was too close to the town and that the miasma could 
LQIHFW� WKH� LQKDELWDQWV�� )LQDOO\�� E\� PLG� ����V�� )ODW�
DQG� *DEULHO� ,VODQGV� EHFDPH� WKH� PDLQ� VWDWLRQV� IRU�
LQIHFWLRXV�GLVHDVHV��6KLSV�IURP�,QGLD�ZHUH�QRW�WKH�RQO\�
FDUULHUV�RI�GLVHDVH�� WKRVH�FDUU\LQJ� OLEHUDWHG�$IULFDQV�
DQG�%ULWLVK�WURRSV�ZHUH�DOVR�GDQJHURXV��,Q�������WKH�

HM Lily FDUU\LQJ�$IULFDQV�DQFKRUHG�DW�3RUW�/RXLV�DQG�
VPDOOSR[�VSUHDG�WR�WKH�WRZQ�

/DZV� ZHUH� SDVVHG� LQ� WKH� FRORQ\� WR� UHJXODWH�
vaccination. The whole population, Whites, Indians 
DQG� H[�DSSUHQWLFHV�� DGXOWV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ�� KDG� WR� EH�
YDFFLQDWHG�� $V� LW� ZDV� YROXQWDU\� DQG� QR� ILQHV� ZHUH�
HQIRUFHG��PDQ\��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�ZKR�OLYHG�LQ�UHPRWH�
DUHDV��HVFDSHG�YDFFLQDWLRQ�DQG�GLG�QRW�FDUH�WR�EULQJ�
their children to the centres. Rumours also circulated 
WKDW�YDFFLQHV�FDXVHG�RWKHU�GLVHDVHV�VXFK�DV�V\SKLOLV��
+RZHYHU��LQ�JHQHUDO��YDFFLQDWLRQ�ZDV�VXFFHVVIXO��DQG�
VPDOOSR[�FDVHV�EHFDPH�UDUH��6PDOOSR[�HSLGHPLFV�KLW�
0DXULWLXV�RQO\�WZLFH�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�
FHQWXU\��DQG�GLG�QRW�FDXVH�KLJK�PRUWDOLW\��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�
hand, cholera in the 1850s and 1860s caused more 
GHDWKV�� %XW� LW� ZDV�PDODULD�� ZKLFK� EHFDPH� HQGHPLF�
IRU�WKH�QH[W�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�DIWHU�������WKDW�FDXVHG�WKH�
KLJKHVW� OHYHO�RI�PRUELGLW\��DQG�0DXULWLXV�DV�D�ZKROH�
EHFDPH�¶D�VLFN�LVODQG�·�7KH�ROG�LPDJH�RI�LWV�EHLQJ�D�
SDUDGLVH�LVODQG�IUHH�IURP�GLVHDVHV�ZDQHG�

2XWVLGH�0DXULWLXV�� VPDOOSR[� H[LVWHG� LQ�PDQ\�
SODFHV�DURXQG�WKH�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�XQWLO�UHFHQW�WLPHV��%XW�
YDVW�YDFFLQDWLRQ�FDPSDLJQV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUOG�E\�
:+2�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH���th�FHQWXU\�FRPSOHWHO\�
HUDGLFDWHG� VPDOOSR[� E\� ����� DQG� ULG� KXPDQLW\� RI�
WKLV� VFRXUJH�� $� GLVHDVH� WKDW� KDG� H[LVWHG� IURP� WLPH�
LPPHPRULDO�LV�QRZ�H[WLQFW�

$GDSWHG� IURP� Health Disease and Indian 
Immigrants��������$*7)�DQG� IURP�XQSXEOLVKHG� WH[W�
on epidemics.

Flat Island (Source: Mauritius Wildlife Foundation)
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Bhojpuri Presence in Mauritius
Dr Sarita Boodhoo, 

�ŚĂŝƌƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŽũƉƵƌŝ�^ƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�hŶŝŽŶ

%KRMSXUL�LV�LQJUDLQHG�LQ�WKH�0DXULWLDQ�VRLO�DQG�
KDV�WDNHQ�ORFDO�FRORXUV��,W�KDV�D�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�RI�RYHU�����
\HDUV� LQ�0DXULWLXV� ��nd�1RYHPEHU� ������������ 7KLV�
SHULRG� LV� ORQJ� HQRXJK� IRU� ODQJXDJH� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�
DQG�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�LWV�RZQ�LGHQWLW\�DV�D�ODQJXDJH�
proper to Mauritius.

8QWLO�WKH�����V��QR�VHULRXV�VWHS�ZDV�WDNHQ�WR�
JLYH� %KRMSXUL� SURPLQHQFH� RU� UHVSHFWDELOLW\�� $PRQJ�
WKH�,QGLDQ�IROG�LWVHOI�� LW�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�D�´PRWLDµ�
�FRDUVH� RU� URXJK�� ODQJXDJH� RU� GLDOHFW� DV� RSSRVHG�
WR�WKH�UHILQHG�EKDVKD�RI�+LQGL��ODQJXDJH�RI�SUHVWLJH�
XWLOL]HG� LQ� WKH� FXOWXUHG�PLOLHX�� ,W� ZDV� FRQVLGHUHG� DV�
“langaz” RI�´bitasion” or “la campagne”, “ban gense 
la”� YLV�j�YLV� WKH� &UHROH� SRSXODWLRQ� RU� XUEDQLVHG�
,QGLDQV�DQG�RWKHU�GRPLQDQW�ODQJXDJHV�VXFK�DV�)UHQFK��
7KLV� VWLJPD� SHUVLVWV� WLOO� GDWH� KHQFH� WKH� GLPLQLVKLQJ�
SURSRUWLRQ�RI�LWV�XVHUV�DPRQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�XUEDQLVHG�
\RXQJHU�JHQHUDWLRQ��7KH\�IHHO�XQFRPIRUWDEOH�WR�XVH�LW�
DQG�ZDQW�WR�WXFN�LW�DW�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKHLU�FRQVFLRXVQHVV��
,Q� WKH� HDUO\� GD\V� DV� ODWH� DV� WKH� ����V�� SHRSOH� RI�
%KRMSXUL�RULJLQ�ZHUH�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�Calcuttias and the 
ODQJXDJH�WKH\�VSRNH�DV�Calcuttia�LWVHOI��EHFDXVH�WKH\�
came to Mauritius and to the other plantation Girmitia 
FRORQLHV�WKURXJK�WKH�SRUW�RI�&DOFXWWD��ZKLFK�ZDV�WKHQ�
WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�%ULWLVK�,QGLD�

7KHUH�DUH�VRPH����%KRMSXUL�VSHDNLQJ�GLVWULFWV�
LQ�,QGLD��ERWK�LQ�WKH�6WDWHV�RI�%LKDU�DQG�8WWDU�3UDGHVK�
DV� ZHOO� DV� LQ� 6WDWHV� RI� &KDWWLVJDUK� DQG� -KDUNKDQG��
%KRMSXUL�LV�DOVR�RQH�RI�WKH����UHFRJQLVHG�ODQJXDJHV�
RI�1HSDO�KDYLQJ�SUHGRPLQDQFH�LQ�WKH�1HSDO�²�%LKDU�
ERUGHU�� %HVLGHV� 0DXULWLXV�� %KRMSXUL� KDV� D� OLYLQJ�
SUHVHQFH� LQ� 6RXWK� $IULFD� HVSHFLDOO\� LQ�1DWDO�� LQ� )LML��
6XULQDPH��*X\DQD��7ULQLGDG�DQG�7REDJR�DV�ZHOO�DV�
D�VHFRQGDU\�SUHVHQFH�LQ�8.��)UDQFH��+ROODQG��8�6�$��
&DQDGD�ZLWK�VHFRQGDU\�PLJUDWLRQV�RI�GHVFHQGDQWV�RI�
%KRMSXUL�*LUPLWLDV��LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV��LQ�WKHVH�QHZ�
DUHDV�RI�VHWWOHPHQW�

2XW�RI�WKH����GLVWULFWV�IURP�ZKLFK�UHFUXLWPHQW�
ZDV�PDGH��%KRMSXUL�LV�ZLGHO\�XVHG�LQ�HLJKW�GLVWULFWV�RI�
83�DQG�%LKDU��7KHVH�GLVWULFWV�KDYH�EHHQ� IXUWKHU� VSOLW�
IRU� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� SXUSRVHV��Awadhi a sister dialect 

RI�%KRMSXUL�LV�XVHG�LQ�VHYHQ�GLVWULFWV��0DLWKLOL�DQRWKHU�
FORVHO\�FRQQHFWHG�GLDOHFW�LV�XWLOLVHG�LQ���GLVWULFWV��%UDM�
IXUWKHU� ZHVWZDUGV� DURXQG� WKH� DUHD� RI� $JUD� LQ� WZR�
GLVWULFWV��0DJDKL�LQ�WZR�DQG�.DQDZML�DQG�%XQGHONKDQGL�
DV�ZHOO�DV�.KDUL�%ROL�LQ�RQH�HDFK��6XUHQGUD�*DPEKLU��
ZHOO� NQRZQ� OLQJXLVW� EDVHG� LQ� 86$��� ,W� LV� TXLWH� FOHDU�
WKDW� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� %KRMSXUL� DQG� $ZDGKL� VSHDNHUV�
PLJUDWLQJ� LQWR� WKH� SODQWDWLRQ� FRORQLHV� ZDV� TXLWH�
VLJQLILFDQW��7KHVH�YDULRXV� ODQJXDJHV�H[LVWHG�DQG�VWLOO�
H[LVW� VLGH� E\� VLGH�� 7KHUH� LV� D� SRSXODU� VD\LQJ� LQ� WKH�
%KRMSXUL�EHOW�ZKLFK�JRHV�DV�IROORZV�

“Kos kos par pani badlela

Char kos par bani”

“Water changes its taste and quality at every mile, 

And language at every 4 miles!”

$V� UHFUXLWPHQW� IRU� ,QGHQWXUHG� ODERXU� ZDV�
FDUULHG�RXW�IURP�YDULRXV�SRFNHWV��DQG�WKH\�IHOO�DQ�HDV\�
SUH\�WR�DUNDWLDV�RU�WKH�PLGGOHPHQ��WKH�LQIOXHQFH�RI�DOO�
WKHVH�GLDOHFWV�H[LVWLQJ�VLGH�E\�VLGH��FDQ�EH�IHOW�LQ�WKH�
plantation settlements.

$V�0DXULWLXV�ZDV� WKH� ILUVW� SRVW� RI� WKH� ¶*UHDW�
([SHULPHQW·� ZKLFK� SURYHG� WUHPHQGRXVO\� VXFFHVVIXO��
DQG�UHFUXLWPHQW�IRU�0DXULWLXV�ZDV�SULPDULO\�IURP�%LKDU�
DQG� (DVWHUQ� 83�� DQG� &KRWWD� 1DJSXU� LQ� WKH� HDUOLHU�
SHULRGV��WKHUH�LV�D�VWURQJHU�SUHVHQFH�RI�%KRMSXUL�KHUH�
WKDQ� HOVHZKHUH�� %KRMSXUL� EHFDPH� WKH� SUHGRPLQDQW�
ODQJXDJH� RI� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� IDYRXUHG� E\� WKH� EDFN�
WR�EDFN�EDUUDFNV�DQG�FORVHQHVV�RI�SHRSOH� IDYRXULQJ�
LQWHUDFWLRQ�� (YHQ� WKH� FRUQHU� &KLQHVH� VKRSNHHSHU� LQ�
WKH�YLOODJH�DQG�WKH�ZKLWH�́ FRORQµ�FRQYHUVHG�LQ�%KRMSXUL�
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUNHUV��$OO�WKH�RWKHU�OLQJXLVWLF�UHVLGXHV�ZHUH�
VORZO\�DEVRUEHG�WR�%KRMSXUL�DV�LW�EHFDPH�D�YLJRURXV�
/LQJXD�)UDQFD�LQ�UXUDO�0DXULWLXV��2I�DOO�WKH�GLDVSRULF�
countries, Mauritius is one case in point where the 
%KRMSXULD�KDV�HPHUJHG�DV�D�VWURQJ�VRFLDO�� OLQJXLVWLF�
DQG� SROLWLFDO� IRUFH�� $OWKRXJK� GXULQJ� PXFK� RI� WKH�
HDUOLHU�DQG�PLGGOH�SDUW�RI�WKH�ODVW�FHQWXU\��LW�VXIIHUHG�
DV�DQ�LQIHULRUL]HG�ODQJXDJH��WKH�WUHQG�LV�VWLOO�SUHVHQW�
LI� ZH� DQDO\VH� PHGLD� VWDWHPHQWV�� ,W� NHHSV� RQ� EHLQJ�
QHJOHFWHG� DQG� UHODJDWHG� WR� D� VHFRQGDU\� SRVLWLRQ� DW�
WLPHV�E\�WKH�DXWKRULWLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�PHGLD�ZKR�JLYH�
LW� EXW� D� WLPLG� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�� +RZHYHU�� RQH� VKRXOG�

+LVWRU\�DQG�5HVHDUFK
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VDOXWH� WKH� WUDGLWLRQ�EHDUHUV� IRU�KDYLQJ� ´FRQWUH� YHQWV�
HW� PDUpHVµ�� SUHVHUYHG� DQG� SURPRWHG� WKH� DJH� ROG�
WUDGLWLRQDO�%KRMSXUL�VRQJV�DQG�NHSW�WKHP�DOLYH�WLOO�GDWH��
7KHVH�RUDO� VRQJV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� ¶ULWHV�RI�SDVVDJHV·�
NQRZQ� DV� solahsanskar� HVSHFLDOO\� WKRVH� VXQJ� RQ�
GLIIHUHQW�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�PDUULDJH�ULWHV��RQ�WKH��th�GD\�
(chatti) or 12th� GD\� �EDUKL�� RI� EDWK� RI� WKH� QHZ� ERUQ�
EDE\�DQG�KLV�PRWKHU�NQRZQ�DV�lalna or sohar��1DPH��
JLYLQJ�FHUHPRQ\��namkaransanskar��DQG�RWKHUV�VXQJ�
GXULQJ� GURXJKW� NQRZQ� DV� KDUSDUDZULV� RU� KDUYHVW�
VRQJV��chowtal, dhamar, phagwa�VRQJV�VXQJ�RQ�WKH�
RFFDVLRQ�RI�+ROL�IHVWLYDO��RU�jatsar�VRQJV�VXQJ�GXULQJ�
WKH�HDUO\�GD\V�RI�VWRQH�PLOOLQJ��RU�godna�VRQJV�VXQJ�
GXULQJ� WKH� DSSOLFDWLRQ� RI� ZKDW� LV� FRPPRQO\� NQRZQ�
WRGD\�DV� WDWWRR�DUH�DOVR�ZHOO�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�0DXULWLXV��
0RUHRYHU��YDULRXV�IRRG�GHOLFDFLHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�GDOSXUL��
WLSXUL�DQG�IDUDWDV��SDUDWKDV��KDYH�EHFRPH�IDVW�IRRGV�
in Mauritius.

$UWLVWV� DQG� VLQJHUV�FRPSRVHUV� VXFK� DV� ODWH�
6RQD�1R\DQ��NQRZQ�DV�.LQJ�RI�*DPDW��QHZ�RQHV�OLNH�
.LVKRUH�.KHPLD��.LVKRUH�7DXFRRU\��5DYLQ�6RZDPEHU��
5DPEKD�5DPWRKXO�DUH�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�FUHDWH�QHZ�ZDYH�
VRQJV�LQ�%KRMSXUL�

%KRMSXUL� KDV� WR� EDWWOH� FRQVWDQWO\� IURP�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�IROG�DQG�IURP�RXWVLGH�IRU�LWV�VXUYLYDO�DQG�ZHDWKHU�
RXW� SUHMXGLFHV�� +RZHYHU�� GXH� WR� LWV� UHVLOLHQFH� DQG�
FRPEDWLYH� IRUFH�DQG� LWV� FDSDFLW\� WR�DEVRUE��ERUURZ��
ORDQ� DQG� VKDUH� LWV� YRFDEXODU\� DQG� H[SUHVVLRQV�� LW�
has survived and continue to do so as a new wind 
LV� EORZLQJ� JLYLQJ� UHFRJQLWLRQ� WR� YDULRXV� OLQJXLVWLF�
LGHQWLWLHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�0RWKHU�7RQJXH�'D\�SURFODLPHG�
E\�81(6&2�LQ������

(YHQ�VR��WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�0DXULWLXV�VHW�XS��
E\�DQ�$FW�RI�3DUOLDPHQW��WKH�%KRMSXUL�6SHDNLQJ�8QLRQ�
LQ�$XJXVW������ZKRVH�DLPV�DQG�IXQFWLRQV�WR�SURPRWH�
DQG�GLVVHPLQDWH�%KRMSXUL�DV�D�UHFRJQLVHG�ODQJXDJH�
RI�0DXULWLXV� DQG� LWV� LQWDQJLEOH� FXOWXUDO� KHULWDJH� DUH�
ZHOO� GHILQHG� DQG� VWLSXODWHG�� 7KH� *RYHUQPHQW� RI�
0DXULWLXV�KDV�IXUWKHU�VHQW�WKH�1RPLQDWLRQ�'RVVLHU�RQ�
%KRMSXUL�)RON�6RQJV�DQG�'DQFH�NQRZQ�DV�Geet Gawai 
IRU�,QVFULSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�81(6&2·V�5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�/LVW�RI�
,QWDQJLEOH�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�RI�+XPDQLW\�

%KRMSXUL�KDV�FOLPEHG�WKH�VL[WHHQ�VWHSV�RI� WKH�
$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�DV� IURP��nd�1RYHPEHU������ WLOO����
0D\������ WR�JR� WR� WKH� FDQHILHOGV� DQG� YLOODJHV�DQG�
UHDFKHG� WKH� :RUOG� +HULWDJH� 6LWH� RI� 81(6&2� LQ�
����� ZLWK� WKH� UHFRJQLWLRQ� RI� $DSUDYDVL� *KDW� DV� D�
ZRUOG�KHULWDJH�VLWH�EDVHG�SUHFLVHO\�RQ�&ULWHULRQ���RI�
81(6&2�JXLGHOLQHV�L�H��WKH�LQWDQJLEOH�KHULWDJH�RI�WKH�
LPPLJUDQWV�SUHVHUYHG�HVSHFLDOO\�%KRMSXUL�

,Q�������IRU�WKH�FRPPHPRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH����th 
DQQLYHUVDU\��FHOHEUDWLRQV�RI�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�,QGHQWXUHG�
/DERXU� ,PPLJUDQWV� WKH� %KRMSXUL� 6SHDNLQJ� 8QLRQ�
XQGHU� WKH� DHJLV� RI� WKH�0LQLVWU\� RI� $UWV� DQG�&XOWXUH�
LQ�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�7UXVW�)XQG��
0DKDWPD�*DQGKL�,QVWLWXWH�DQG�5DELQGUDQDWK�7DJRUH�
,QVWLWXWH� RUJDQLVHG� D� JUDQG� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� %KRMSXUL�
0DKRWVDZ�ZLWK� DQ� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� /LWHUDU\�&RQIHUHQFH�
RQ�%KRMSXUL� ODQJXDJH�DQG�YDULRXV�RWKHU�DFWLYLWLHV� WR�
HQKDQFH� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI� %KRMSXUL� LQ�0DXULWLXV�� 7KH�
&DELQHW� WRRN� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� RQ���nd� $XJXVW� ����� IRU�
DQ� DQQXDO� FHOHEUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� %KRMSXUL�
)HVWLYDO�� MXVW� DV� LV� EHLQJ� GRQH� LQ� WKH� FDVH� RI� WKH�
International Creole Festival.

%KRMSXUL� LV�RIIHUHG�DV�D�PRGXOH�DW�DFDGHPLF�
OHYHO� DW� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 0DXULWLXV� LQ� FROODERUDWLRQ�
ZLWK� WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI� %KRMSXUL�� )RONORUH�DQG�2UDO�
7UDGLWLRQV�RI� WKH�0DKDWPD�*DQGKL� ,QVWLWXWH�ZKLFK� LQ�
GD\V�WR�FRPH��ZLOO�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�D�FRUH�VXEMHFW�IRU�
DFDGHPLF�DQG�SRVW�JUDGXDWH�VWXGLHV��7KH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�
RI�%KRMSXUL�6WXGLHV�DV�D�VXEMHFW�DW�8QLYHUVLW\� OHYHO� LV�
EHLQJ�VHULRXVO\�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�VWXGHQWV�
DUH�WDNLQJ�%KRMSXUL�DV�D�VXEMHFW�DW�SRVW�JUDGXDWHG�OHYHO�
VWXGLHV��&XUUHQWO\�PRUH�WKDQ���VWXGHQWV�KDYH�HQWHUHG�
IRU� WKHLU�3K'�6WXGLHV� LQ�%KRMSXUL��%KRMSXUL�KDV�EHHQ�
LQWURGXFHG�DV� D� VXEMHFW� FRPELQHG�ZLWK�+LQGL� DW� WKH�
3ULPDU\�6HFWRU�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�� ,WV�FXUULFXOXP�PDWHULDOV�
DUH�GHVLJQHG�E\�WKH�0*,�XQGHU� WKH�JXLGDQFH�RI� WKH�
0,(�� 7KH� 3URIHVVRU� %DVGHR� %LVVRRQGR\DO�&ROOHJH� LQ�
)ODFT�RIIHUV�%KRMSXUL�DV�D�VXEMHFW�DW�6HFRQGDU\�/HYHO�
IURP�)RUP� ,� WR�)RUP�9��7KH�0%&�KDV�JLYHQ�D�JUHDW�
YLVLELOLW\�DQG�H[SRVXUH�WR�%KRMSXUL�WKURXJK�WKH����KRXU�
%KRMSXUL� &KDQQHO� DQG� YDULRXV� RWKHU� SURJUDPPHV�
such as “Anjoria”, “Ka Bole La”, “Bol Bandhu”, “Kheti 
Bari”, “Khel Khabar”,“Chala Gaon Ghume”, “Chala 
Shahar”, “Bhojpuri ke Yuva Manch” and others. The 
%KRMSXUL�FLQHPD�LQ�%ROO\ZRRG�DOVR�KDV�KHOSHG�WR�JLYH�
%KRMSXUL�YLVLELOLW\�DQG�SURPLQHQFH�

%KRMSXUL� KDV� D� YHU\� ULFK� YRFDEXODU\�� HW\�
PRORJ\�� V\QWD[� DQG� JUDPPDU�� %KRMSXUL� LQ� IDFW� LV�
GHULYHG� IURP� 6DQVNULW� DQG� LV� ROGHU� WKDQ� +LQGL�� ,Q�
0DXULWLXV� WKHUH� LV� WKH� FRPPRQ� EHOLHI� WKDW� %KRMSXUL�
LV� D� ¶patois·� RI�+LQGL� MXVW� DV�&UHROH� LV� GHULYHG� IURP�
)UHQFK��0DXULWLXV���7KLV�LV�IDU�IURP�WKH�WUXWK��,W�LV�WKH�
RWKHU�ZD\�URXQG��,Q�IDFW��(DVWHUQ�+LQGL�DV�VSRNHQ�LQ�
0DXULWLXV�LV�IHG�WR�WKH�WXQH�RI��������E\�%KRMSXUL�DQG�
DVVRFLDWHG�GLDOHFWV� RI� WKH�0DJDGKL� EUDQFK�RI� ,QGR�
(XURSHDQ� ODQJXDJHV�� 7KHUHIRUH� D� VWXG\� RI� %KRMSXUL�
DQG�LWV�LQWDQJLEOH�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH��LWV�LQWURGXFWLRQ�LQ�
WKH� VFKRRO� FXUVXV� DQG� DFDGHPLD�ZRXOG� EHQHILW� DQG�
HQULFK�WKH�OLQJXLVWLF�ODQGVFDSH�RI�0DXULWLXV��%KRMSXUL�
KDV� LQIOXHQFHG� &UHRO� ODQJXDJH� DV� PXFK� DV� LW� KDV�
ERUURZHG�IURP�LW��%KRMSXUL�KDV�FRQWULEXWHG�LPPHQVHO\�
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WR�WKH�VHPDQWLFV�RI�0DXULWLXV��%KRMSXUL�WHUPLQRORJLHV��
SURYHUEV�� VD\LQJV�� ULGGOHV� �SDKHOLV�� �VLUDQGDQHV���
charades, swear words, kissas/kahanis� �IRONWDOHV���
SKUDVHRORJLHV�� LGLRPV�� FKLOGUHQ·V� JDPHV� DQG� DERYH�
DOO��IRON�VRQJV�ERWK�WUDGLWLRQDO�DQG�PRGHUQ�PDNH�RI�
%KRMSXUL� D� YLEUDQW�� SXOVDWLQJ� DQG� LQWULQVLF� DVSHFW� RI�

WKH� 0DXULWLDQ� OLQJXLVWLF� ODQGVFDSH� ZKLFK� FDQQRW� EH�
GHQLHG�RU�EXULHG�DOLYH�

7DNH� WKH� FDVH� RI� ¶difé dans Lanka·� D�&UHROH�
H[SUHVVLRQ�WKDW�KDV�FRPH�VWUDLJKW�IURP�%KRMSXUL�WDNHQ�
IURP�WKH�5DPD\DQD�

^ŽŵĞ��ǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ��ŚŽũƉƵƌŝ�tŽƌĚƐ�ŝŶ�<ƌĞŽů
Maja karo Gamat �ĂǇŽ �ĞƚĂ

Kalchul �ĂǌĂĂƌ �ĂƚĐŚĂƌĂ �ĞƟ
Jharna Alim Gajak WŽƵŬŶŝ
Godi WĂŝƐƐĂ Duniya >ŽƚĂ
Dukh Nissa Kismet WŚĞŶŽƵƐƐĞ
WŽŽůŝĂ Jalsa Dalpuri Dahi

Gandjia Agwa WƵũĂ Kawal
Chake �ĞůŶĂ Dalpitha Sawal
Chulha

;DĞƩĞƵƌĐŚƵůŚĂͿ

Tawa Dudhpithi �ůŽƵĚĂ�;&ĂůƵĚĂͿ

ZŽƟ�;ƌŽƟ�ĐŚĂƵĚͿ Dal Kalimai ;ƟͿ�ƉƵƌŝ
Chowtari Odhni WŚƵůŝ ^ĂīƌŽŶ�;ŚĂůĚŝͿ

Dulha Sari Catora Dulhin
Dulhin �ĂũŝĂƐ Dekchi WŝĂŽ
Karai Dayine Massala Mamou

(YHQ� WKRXJK� WKH� \RXQJHU�
JHQHUDWLRQ� PD\� IHHO� VK\� RI� XVLQJ�
%KRMSXUL��\HW� WKH� ODQJXDJH� LV�SDUW�RI�
their home environment. It crops up as 
VWURQJ�V\PEROLFDO�WHUPV�LQ�.UHRO�VXFK�
as ‘amen mo tharia, lota, kapur, mo 
pou alle faire puja dans mandir’, and 
PXFK� PRUH�� LQ� IDPLO\� UHODWLRQVKLSV��
WKH�NLWFKHQ�DQG�FXOLQDU\�WHUPV�ZKLFK�
FDQQRW�EH�UHSODFHG�

Nardégon et opparli sur les convois et dans les dépôts :

WĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞƐ�ĚƵ�ďĂůůĞƚ�ŝŶĚŝĞŶ�Ğƚ�ůĂŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂǀĞĐ�ůĞƐ�
ĞŶŐĂŐĠƐ�ĂƵ�y/ye siècle

Dr. Sully Santa Govindin,  

�ŚĞƌĐŚĞƵƌ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĠ�ĂƵ�>�&ͬ/>>�d�ʹ�

�ŚĂƌŐĠ�ĚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐ�ă�ů͛hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚĠ�ĚĞ�>Ă�ZĠƵŶŝŽŶ

2XWUH�OHV�UHJUHWV�
GH� OD� SHUWH� GX� GpIXQW��
et les lamentations 
RFFDVLRQQpHV� DX� FRXUV�
GHV� YHLOOpHV� IXQqEUHV��
plusieurs moments dans 
O·HVSDFH� GHV� FUR\DQFHV�
indiennes sont propices 
j�OD�UHPpPRUDWLRQ�GHV�
P\WKHV��/HV�UDSSRUWV�GHV�
FKLUXUJLHQV� QDYLJDQWV�

FRQILUPHQW� O·LPSRUWDQFH� GHV� SUHVWDWLRQV� DUWLVWLTXHV�
GRQW�SOXVLHXUV� WHUPHV� OHV�GpVLJQHQW� �� ©�bal indien », 
©�bal tamoul�ª��©�bal malbarª��RX��©�nardégoQ�ª��TXL�VH�
SURGXLVDLHQW�GDQV�OHV�GpS{WV�HW�TXL�VH�SURORQJHDLHQW�
GDQV� OHV� HQWUHSRQWV� GHV� QDYLUHV��'HX[� WpPRLJQDJHV�
VXU� OHV�EkWLPHQWV�GH�QDYLJDWLRQ�HW�XQ�FRPSWH� UHQGX�
UHODWLI�j�XQ�GpS{W�G·HQJDJpV�DX�OD]DUHW�LOOXVWUHQW�QRV�
propos. 

'XUDQW�OHXU�SpULSOH�VXU�OHV�QDYLUHV�G·pPLJUDWLRQ��
OHV�PLJUDQWV�LQGLHQV�VXELVVDLHQW�GHV�pSUHXYHV�WHUULEOHV�
OLpHV�DX[�FRQGLWLRQV�GH�QDYLJDWLRQ�HW�DX[�WUDLWHPHQWV�
DEMHFWV�TXH�OHXU�UpVHUYDLHQW�WURS�VRXYHQW�OHV�pTXLSDJHV��
/HV�FKLUXUJLHQV�UHVSRQVDEOHV�GHV�FRQGLWLRQV�VDQLWDLUHV�
HW� PRUDOHV� GXUDQW� O·DFKHPLQHPHQW� GHV� HQJDJpV�
MXVTX·j� OD� WHUUH�G·DFFXHLO� LQVLVWHQW�GDQV� OHXU� UDSSRUW�
DGUHVVp�j�O·DPLUDXWp�VXU�FHV�LQVWDQWV�GH�ERQKHXU�TX·LOV�
HQFRXUDJHDLHQW�YLYHPHQW��

 Ainsi le convoi Le Siam�TXLWWH�3RQGLFKpU\�OH���
DR�W�DYHF�j�VRQ�ERUG�����pPLJUDQWV�HW�PRXLOOH�OH��er 
VHSWHPEUH�������HQ�UDGH�GH�3RUW�/RXLV��vOH�0DXULFH���
,O� SDVVD� GHX[� MRXUV� VDQV� TXH� O·LQWHQGDQFH� VDQLWDLUH�
YRXO�W� VH� UHQGUH� j� ERUG�� HW� ILW� URXWH� DORUV� SRXU� /D�
5pXQLRQ��SXLV�UHVWD�RQ]H�MRXUV�SRXU�IDLUH�GH�O·HDX��,O�
TXLWWD�6DLQW�'HQLV�OH����VHSWHPEUH�DX�VRLU��HW�PRXLOOD�
OH����RFWREUH�GHYDQW�6DLQWH�+pOqQH��HQ�GLUHFWLRQ�GH�OD�
0DUWLQLTXH��/H�PpGHFLQ�/HFOHUF��������S�������GpFULW�
GDQV� VRQ� UDSSRUW�PpGLFDO� OHV� DFWLYLWpV� GHV� HQJDJpV�
indiens :

Convoi d’engagés indiens vers La 
Réunion XIXe siècle. (Source: Archives 
Départementales de la Réunion)

+LVWRU\�DQG�5HVHDUFK
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©� /HV� pPLJUDQWV� SDVVDLHQW� WRXWH� OD� MRXUQpH�
VXU� OH� SRQW�� ORUVTXH� OH� WHPSV� OH� SHUPHWWDLW�� LOV� QH�
GHVFHQGDLHQW� TXH� ORUVTXH� OD� QXLW� pWDLW� YHQXH�� HW�
ORUVTX·LO�\�DYDLW�OLHX��RQ�SURORQJHDLW�HQFRUH�FH�VpMRXU��
&HSHQGDQW��TXDQG�LO�SOHXYDLW��HW�DX�SDVVDJH�GX�&DS��
LO� IDOOXW�DXWRULVHU� OHV� ,QGLHQV�j�UHVWHU�HQ�EDV�� OH�IURLG�
TXRLTXH�SHX�LQWHQVH��OHV�pSURXYDLW�WURS�IRUWHPHQW��HW�
LO�\�DXUDLW�HX�GDQJHU�j�OHV�UHWHQLU�j�O·DLU�OLEUH��2Q�DYDLW�
HPEDUTXp�GHX[� WDPWDPV�HW�GHV� F\PEDOHV�SRXU� OHXU�
DPXVHPHQW��WRXV�OHV�VRLUV��OHV�KRPPHV�VH�OLYUDLHQW�j�
GHV�GDQVHV�HW�j�GHV�UHSUpVHQWDWLRQV�WUDJL�FRPLTXHV�GH�
OHXU� LQYHQWLRQ��/H� MHX�GHV� LQVWUXPHQWV�DFFRPSDJQDLW�
XQ�FK±XU�GH�FKDQWHXUV��-·DL�IDYRULVp��DXWDQW�TX·LO�P·D�
pWp�SRVVLEOH��FHV�GLYHUWLVVHPHQWV�TXL�OHXU�IRQW�WURXYHU�
OH�WHPSV�GH�OD�WUDYHUVpH�PRLQV�ORQJ��HW�HQWUHWLHQQHQW�
OD�JDLHWp�SDUPL�HX[��ª

'RUHVVDP\�*QDQDGLFpDP��$UFKLYHV���1DWLRQ�
DOHV� G·2XWUH�0HU�� 5pXQLRQ�� &DUWRQ� ����� GRVVLHU�
������� VWDJLDLUH� HPEDUTXp� HQ� TXDOLWp� GH� PpGHFLQ�
j�ERUG�GX�Suger,�R��LO�Q·HXW�j�GpSORUHU�DXFXQ�GpFqV�
SDUPL� OHV� HQJDJpV�� GpFULW� DXVVL� GDQV� VRQ� UDSSRUW�
VXU� OH�YR\DJH�GH�3RQGLFKpU\�j�/D�5pXQLRQ�HQ�������
O·HPSORL�GH�OD�MRXUQpH�GHV�pPLJUDQWV�HQ�LQVLVWDQW�VXU�
OD�SUDWLTXH�DUWLVWLTXH���

©�3HQGDQW� OD�PDMHXUH�SDUWLH�GX�MRXU�QRXV�OHV�
DXWRULVLRQV�j�FKDQWHU�HW�j�GDQVHU��1RXV�H[FLWLRQV�OHXU�
pPXODWLRQ�SDU�GHV�GLVWULEXWLRQV�UDLVRQQDEOHV�G·HDX�GH�
YLH�SRXU�OHV�HQJDJHU�j�MRXHU�OHV�VRLUV�GHV�FRPpGLHV��
H[FHOOHQW�PR\HQ�GH�GLVWUDFWLRQ��ª

(QILQ��$XJXVWH�9LQVRQ�PpGHFLQ�DX�OD]DUHW�GH�
/D� 5pXQLRQ� HXW� OXL� DXVVL� O·RFFDVLRQ� G·DVVLVWHU� j� XQ�
VSHFWDFOH�HW�HQ�ILW�XQH�GHVFULSWLRQ�GDQV�OH�EXOOHWLQ�GH�
OD�VRFLpWp�GHV�6FLHQFHV�HW�$UWV�HQ�������/H�PpGHFLQ�
FDUDFWpULVH�OD�SUHVWDWLRQ�WKpkWUDOH�WHOOH�XQH�FRPpGLH�
EDOOHW��������S���������

« une bonne comédie en cinq actes, en 
grande partie mimés avec chœurs, danses, chants et 
dialogues. Tous les genres s’y trouvaient. »

(Q� GpSLW� GHV� VFqQHV� EXUOHVTXHV�� O·DXWHXU�
SUpFLVH�FHSHQGDQW��TX·DX�GHUQLHU�DFWH��������S������
« nous sommes transportés dans une pagode de 
l’Inde, où la divinité sur un trône est assise et voilée. 
Des chants religieux se font entendre. On lui adresse 

des hymnes, des motets, des concerts et des cantiques. 
La scène est vraiment majestueuse. Les prêtres indiens 
exercent deux métiers dans leur sacerdoce : ils récitent 
des prières et vendent des amulettes… »

$XFXQ�GH�FHV�DXWHXUV�QH�VLJQDOH�OH�UpSHUWRLUH�
GHV� EDOOHWV� LQGLHQV�� /H� FKLUXUJLHQ� *QDQDGLFpDP�
VRXOLJQH�OH�UHJLVWUH�WUDJL�FRPLTXH��HW�$XJXVWH�9LQVRQ�
pYRTXH� OHXU� IpFRQGLWp� HW� OHV� TXDOLILH� GH� « littérature 
du théâtre indien »� TXL� VHUYLUDLW� j� GHV� pWXGHV�
comparatives. En prospectant la tradition orale nous 
DYRQV� LQYHQWRULp� GHX[� UpSHUWRLUHV� XWLOLVpV� SDU� OHV�
GHVFHQGDQWV� G·HQJDJpV� j� O·RFFDVLRQ� GHV� YHLOOpHV� HW�
GHV�FRUWqJHV�IXQqEUHV��

/HV� FKDQWV�DX[�PRUWV� LQWqJUHQW� HQ�SDUWLFXOLHU�
j�/D�5pXQLRQ�WURLV�UpSHUWRLUHV�HQ�ODQJXH�WDPRXOH��OH�
Tirouvassagam��O·±XYUH�GX�SRqWH�0DQLNND�9DVVDJDU�
sur « l’Amour au Dieu Siva »� �� OH� � Vaïkoundon 
Ammanaï,� RX� OHV� EDOODGHV� FRQWDQW� OH� GpSDUW� GHV�
SULQFHV� YHUV� ©� /H� SDUDGLV� GH� 9LVKQRX� ª� OXHV� SDU� OHV�
RIILFLDQWV�j�O·RFFDVLRQ�GHV�YHLOOpHV��HW�pFULW�SDU�OH�SRqWH�
0DKDYLQWDPHQXP��HW�©�le Supplique à Harichandran, 
e�ablmhbk^�]n�khb�]®\an��'

&H�GHUQLHU�SHUVRQQDJH�P\WKLTXH�DVVXUH�OH�U{OH�
GH� JDUGLHQ� GH� FLPHWLqUH� VROOLFLWp� DYDQW� O·LQKXPDWLRQ�
GHV� FDGDYUHV�� 8QH� IRUPH� WKpkWUDOLVpH� HVW� HQFRUH�
XWLOLVpH� GH� QRV� MRXUV� ��Harichandran Nardégon�� /HV�
FRUSXV� GH� FHV� GHX[� GHUQLHUV� UpFLWV� VH� IRQGHQW� VXU�
OHV� UpIpUHQFHV� pSLTXHV� OLpHV� DX�Mahabharata, et la 
FRQQDLVVDQFH� GHV� GLIIpUHQWV� pSLVRGHV� IDLVDLW� SDUWLH�
G·XQH�FXOWXUH�DQFHVWUDOH�SDUWDJpH�DX�;,;e siècle par la 
FRPPXQDXWp�GHV�HQJDJpV�LQGLHQV��

Danseur de nardégon. (Source: Archives Départementales 
de La Réunion)

1Archives de Médecine navale à Vincennes (Paris) (A.M.N.) : Rapport sur le voyage du « Siam » de Pondichéry à la Martinique, du 2 au 13 septembre 
1859 en rade à La Réunion, signé le chirurgien de première classe, délégué du gouvernement, LECLERC, dans la Revue Algérienne et coloniale, mars 1860 : 
Immigration indienne, « Emploi des journées par les Indiens » , p.9-10. 
2 A.N.O.M., Réunion, C.381 d. 3296 : Rapport sur le voyage du Suger de Pondichéry à La Réunion, du 27 juin au 29 juillet 1865, 12 p., signé Doressamy 
GNANADICEAM.
3Auguste, VINSON, « Un Spectacle au lazaret. » #éâtre indien, Narlégon comédie-ballet en cinq actes, jouée par les engagés indiens à la Grande Chaloupe. 
Article publié dans le Bulletin de la Société des Sciences et Arts de l’Ile de la Réunion, année 1882, Saint-Denis, p. 60.
4 (Ibidem., p. 67).
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Oeuvre missionnaire et engagisme indien 
à l’île de la Réunion

 Céline Ramsamy-Giancone 
Doctorante Sciences Humaines, Université de la Réunion

Introduction
� 'XUDQW� OD� SpULRGH� HVFODYDJLVWH� j� O·,OH� GH� OD�
5pXQLRQ�� O·(JOLVH�&DWKROLTXH�ELHQ�TXH�UHOLJLRQ�G·(WDW�
IDLW� IDFH�j�GHV�GLIILFXOWpV�SRXU� LQVWUXLUH� OHV� HVFODYHV��
QRWDPPHQW�HQ�UDLVRQ�GH�O·DPSOHXU�GH�OD�WkFKH�TXL�OHXU�
LQFRPEH�HW�GH�OD�VXVSLFLRQ�GH�FHUWDLQV�SURSULpWDLUHV�j�
OHXU�pJDUG���/·DUULYpH�G·XQ�JUDQG�QRPEUH�G·LPPLJUpV�
LQGLHQV� UHQG� OHXU� WkFKH� SOXV� FRPSOLTXpH�� (Q� HIIHW��
O·HIIHFWLI� GHV� UHOLJLHX[� HVW� UpGXLW�� HW� OHV� LQGLHQV� VRQW�
GLVSHUVpV� GDQV� OHV� KDELWDWLRQV�� /D� EDUULqUH� GH� OD�
ODQJXH�HVW�XQH�UpHOOH�GLIILFXOWp�SRXU�HX[��DXVVL�O·(JOLVH�
GpFLGH�GH�IDLUH�YHQLU�XQ�SUHPLHU�PLVVLRQQDLUH�MpVXLWH�
GH�O·,QGH�HQ�������OH�SqUH�*DUU\��PDLV�FHOXL�FL�PHXUW�
peu après.

E�Õnok^�]n�i¯k^�EZkh\a^
� $X� FRXUV� GH� OD� PrPH� DQQpH�� XQ� DXWUH�
PLVVLRQQDLUH� MpVXLWH�� OH� SqUH� /DURFKH� DUULYH� DSUqV�
DYRLU�SDVVp�GL[�DQV�j�0DGXUDL��,O�SDUOH�SDUIDLWHPHQW�
OH� WDPRXO� HW� V·HVW� SURIRQGpPHQW� LPSUpJQp� GHV�
coutumes et mœurs des indiens. Il  vient de la mission 
GH�0DGXUp��(QWUH������������OH�SqUH�/DURFKH�SUHQG�
HQ�FKDUJH�OD�PLVVLRQ�LQGLHQQH��DSSHOpH�©�PLVVLRQ�6W�
Thomas des Indiens ». Dans un rapport en 1858, 
LO� VH�SODLQW�GX�PDQTXH�GH� WHPSV�j� FRQVDFUHU�j� FHV�
GHUQLHUV�� ,O� LQIRUPH� TX·LO� GRLW� G·DERUG� V·RFFXSHU� HQ�
SULRULWp�GHV�HQJDJpV�GpMj�FKUpWLHQV��HW�FRQVDFUH� WUqV�
SHX�GH�WHPSV�DX[�QRQ�WDPRXOV��,O�GpSORUH�TXH�FHX[�FL�
QH�FRQQDLVVHQW�TXH�OHV�PRWV�OLpV�DX�WUDYDLO�HW�j�OD�YLH�
TXRWLGLHQQH��HW�VDYHQW�j�SHLQH�UpFLWHU�OH�©�QRWUH�SqUH�ª�
HQ�IUDQoDLV�

 « Ces pauvres gens ne savent pas le français, 
il faut absolument des missionnaires qui savent 
l’indien.. »

� 'DQV� FH� PrPH� UDSSRUW� DGUHVVp� j� O·pYrTXH��
LO�H[SOLTXH�TX·LO�HVW� UpGXLW�j� UHQFRQWUHU� OHV� LQGLHQV�j�
OD� QXLW� WRPEpH� FDU� OHV� HQJDJLVWHV� UHIXVHQW� GH� OHXU�
ODLVVHU�GX�WHPSV�OLEUH��/XL�PrPH�KpVLWH�j�SUHQGUH�VXU�
OH�WHPSV�GH�UHSRV�GHV�HQJDJpV�FDU�FHX[�FL�RQW�DXVVL�
EHVRLQ�GH�VH�UHSRVHU«

« Que peut faire un missionnaire pour 70 000 
idolâtres ? Encore si les indiens chrétiens étaient réunis 
(…) mais ils sont disséminés sur toute la surface du 

pays, dans les sucreries, et le missionnaire indien est 
obligé de rester à la nuit tombée tantôt dans un lieu, 
tantôt dans un autre pour les instruire »1

� /HV� WHUPHV� ©� LGROkWUHV� ª� HW� ©� SD\HQ� ª�
VHPEOHQW� FRXUDQW� GDQV� OH� OH[LTXH� GHV�PLVVLRQQDLUHV�
SRXU� GpVLJQHU� OHV� KLQGRXV� R�� SUDWLTXDQWV� GX� FXOWH�
PDKRPpWDQ�� 8VLWpV� GXUDQW� OD� SpULRGH� HVFODYDJLVWH�
HW� OHV� SUHPLqUHV� GpFHQQLHV� VXFFpGDQW� j� O·DEROLWLRQ��
LOV� WHQGHQW�j�GLVSDUDvWUH�YHUV�������/H�SqUH�/DURFKH�
GHPDQGH� j� O·pYrTXH� 0RQVHLJQHXU� 0RQWSRLQW� OD�
SRVVLELOLWp� GH� FRQVWUXLUH� XQH� FKDSHOOH� GpGLpH� DX[�
LQGLHQV�GpMj�FDWKROLTXHV��/H����DYULO������� OH�SUpODW�
VXLW� VHV� SUpFRQLVDWLRQV� HW� DFKqWH� SRXU� ����� IUDQFV�
XQ� WHUUDLQ� j� $UWKXU� 9HUJR]�� ULFKH� SURSULpWDLUH� YHXI��
TXL� VRXKDLWH� UpFXSpUHU� OH� ELHQ� GH� VRQ� pSRXVH� SRXU�
VHV�HQIDQWV��/HV�SODQV�VHURQW�GUHVVpV�SDU� O·LQJpQLHXU�
colonial Scheiner.

� /H� ��� MXLOOHW� ������ OH� SqUH� /DURFKH� pFULW� DX�
YLFDLUH�VXLWH�j�XQ�FRXUULHU�GX�PLQLVWUH�GH� OD�PDULQH��
OXL� IDLVDQW� SDUW� GH� OD� SRVVLELOLWp� GH� FRPPDQGHU� GHV�
GLFWLRQQDLUHV� HW� GHV� OLYUHV� HQ� WDPRXO�� DSSUpFLpV� HW�
GHPDQGpV� SDU� OHV� LQGLHQV� DXVVL� ELHQ� FDWKROLTXHV�
TX·KLQGRXV� �DLQVL�TXH�SDU�« les créoles ». Ce terme 
GpVLJQDLW� OHV� LQGLHQV� QpV� GDQV� OD� FRORQLH�� 1RXV�
GpFRXYURQV�DLQVL�TXH� OHV� LPPLJUDQWV�pWDLHQW�SUrWV�j�
HQJDJHU�OHXU�SpFXOH�SRXU�SRVVpGHU�FHV�SUpFLHX[�OLYUHV�
TXL�OHXU�UDSSHODLHQW�OHXU�SD\V�G·RULJLQH�

1 Rapport de la mission indienne, ADRV série cultes

Église St. !omas, Saint Denis. 
(Source: Céline Ramsamy-Giancone)
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� 'DQV� OH� UDSSRUW� GH� ������ OH� SqUH� /DURFKH�
SDUOH� GH� ©� ��� ���� WUDYDLOOHXUV� LQGLHQV� HW� FKLQRLV� ª��
GRQW�©������FKUpWLHQV�j�SHX�SUqV�ª�� VRLW�XQ� UDSSRUW�
HQYLURQ�GH�����G·HQJDJpV�FDWKROLTXHV�

� 'DQV�VRQ�RXYUDJH�©�/D�)UDQFH�HW�VHV�FRORQLHV�
DX�;,;ème�VLqFOH�ª��(UQHVW�/DODQGH�FLWH�XQ�QRPEUH�GH�
48000 travailleurs indiens en 1858.

� 3URVSHU� (YH� HVWLPH� TX·HQWUH� ����� HW� ������
O·vOH� DFFXHLOOH� ������ LQGLHQV�� /H� SLF� G·LPPLJUDWLRQ��
VH� VLWXHUDLW� YHUV� ������ GDWH� j� ODTXHOOH� OH� QRPEUH�
G·HQWUpHV�HVW�pYDOXp�j������2

� (Q� ������ DX� PRPHQW� GH� O·DFTXLVLWLRQ� GX�
WHUUDLQ�HQ�YXH�GH�OD�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�GH�O·pJOLVH�6W�7KRPDV��
$XJXVWH� 9LQVRQ� UpGLJH� XQH� QRWH� VXLWH� j� O·DUULYpH�
SUpYXH� GH� ����� WUDYDLOOHXUV�� ,O� WHQWH� GH� UDVVXUHU� OD�
FRORQLH�DX�VXMHW�G·XQ�pYqQHPHQW�TXL��VHPEOH�LQTXLpWHU�
OHV�HQJDJLVWHV���OD�SURSRVLWLRQ�G·HQYRL�SDU�O·$QJOHWHUUH�
G·XQ�pPLVVDLUH�DQJODLV��6RQ�U{OH�VHUDLW�G·DFFRPSDJQHU�
OHV�LPPLJUDQWV�GDQV�O·vOH�HW�GH�YpULILHU�OH�UHVSHFW�GHV�
FODXVHV�GHV�FRQWUDWV��$XJXVWH�9LQVRQ��PpGHFLQ�GDQV�
OD� FRORQLH�� UDVVXUH� OHV� SODQWHXUV� HQ� IDLVDQW� DSSHO� j�
SOXVLHXUV�DUJXPHQWV��

�/·LPPLJUDWLRQ�GHYUDLW�VHORQ�OXL�©�DPHQHU�OHV�SHXSOHV�
HQFRUH�GDQV�O·HQIDQFH�DX�VHLQ�GHV�QDWLRQV�FLYLOLVpHV�ª��
G·XQH�PDQLqUH�©�OLEUH�HW�FRQVHQWLH�ª�

�/D�QpFHVVLWp�DEVROXH�GH�UHFUXWHU�GDQV�O·,QGH�VXLWH�j�OD�
dispersion des anciens esclaves.

�/D�SUpVHQFH�G·XQ�FRQVXO�GH�)UDQFH�DX�&DS��DORUV�TXH�
OHV�FRPSDWULRWHV�QH�VRQW�SDV�QRPEUHX[�

�/·RFFDVLRQ� GH� PRQWUHU� j� O·$QJOHWHUUH� TXH� OHV�
LPPLJUDQWV� pWDLHQW� ELHQ� WUDLWpV�� ,O� UDSSHOOH� OH� IDLW�
VXLYDQW� �� OH�QDYLUH�©�/·,OH�%RXUERQ�ª�D\DQW�GpEDUTXp�
en 1856 des coolies provisoirement, on eut toutes les 
SHLQHV�j� OHV�UpHPEDUTXHU�SRXU� OD�*XDGHORXSH�� OHXU�
GHVWLQDWLRQ� ILQDOH��(Q�HIIHW�� OH� FRQYRL�G·LQGLHQV�DYDLW�
SULV��FRQWDFW�DYHF�OHV�HQJDJpV�GH�%RXUERQ��HW��UHIXVDLW�
GH�UHPRQWHU�VXU�OH�EDWHDX��FH�TXL�IXW�IDLW�SDU�OD�IRUFH�

� 'HV� DUJXPHQWV� DYDQFpV� SDU� 9LQVRQ�
WUDQVSDUDLVVHQW� XQH� YLVLRQ� FRQWURYHUVpH� GH�
O·LPPLJUDWLRQ� LQGLHQQH� TXL� GRQQHUD� OLHX� j� SOXVLHXUV�
UDSSRUWV�HW�DQDO\VHV�FRQWUDGLFWRLUHV��QRWDPPHQW�GDQV�

OHV�GLIIpUHQWV�ELODQV�GH�OD�&KDPEUH�G·$JULFXOWXUH��&HV�
GRQQpHV�SHUPHWWHQW�FHSHQGDQW�GH�WUDGXLUH�OH�FRQWUDVWH�
HQWUH�OH�QRPEUH�LPSRUWDQW�G·LPPLJUDQWV�DUULYDQW�GDQV�
OD� FRORQLH� HW� OHV� GLIILFXOWpV� DX[TXHOV� VRQW� FRQIURQWpV�
OHV�SUrWUHV�GXUDQW�OHV�GpFHQQLHV�OLpHV�j��O·LPPLJUDWLRQ�
indienne. 

� /H�FRQVWDW�G·pFKHF�GH�OD�PLVVLRQ�LQGLHQQH�DX[�
$QWLOOHV� HW� j� OD� 5pXQLRQ� YHUV� OHV� DQQpHV� ������ VHUD�
FRQIRUWp�SDU�O·LPSRUWDQFH�GHV�pWXGHV�DQWKURSRORJLTXHV�
FRQVDFUpHV�DX�;;ème�VLqFOH�j�O·KLQGRXLVPH�LQGLHQ�GDQV�
FHV�vOHV��
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Indentured connections:
Mauritius, Fiji and the unifying cord of indenture

Reshaad Durgahee, Phd student

� 7RGD\�� LW� LV� FRPPRQ� SUDFWLFH� WR� GHPDUFDWH�
JHRJUDSKLF� ERXQGDULHV� ILUPO\� VHSDUDWLQJ� RFHDQV��
ZKLFK�� LI� YLHZHG� RQ� D� PDS� DUH� RI� FRXUVH� ZKROO\�
LQWHUFRQQHFWHG��7KH�3DFLILF�RFHDQ�DQG�WKH�,QGLDQ�RFHDQ�
ZHUH�WKRXJK�RQFH�FRQQHFWHG�WKURXJK�D�SUDFWLFH�WKDW�
GHILQHG�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�DQG�HDUO\�WZHQWLHWK�H[SHULHQFH�
RI�0DXULWLXV�²�,QGLDQ�LQGHQWXUHG�LPPLJUDWLRQ��

 IQ� DQ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� ERUGHUOHVV� ZRUOG�� ZH� DUH�
RIWHQ� VWLOO� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� DQDO\VLQJ� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI�
indenture in particular places, and how this institution 
DIIHFWHG� WKH� VRFLR�SROLWLFDO�� HFRQRPLF� DQG� FXOWXUDO�
ODQGVFDSHV� RI� WKH� FRORQ\� XQGHU� VWXG\�� ,QGHQWXUH�
KRZHYHU�ZDV�D�V\VWHP� WKDW�VWUHWFKHG�DFURVV�RFHDQV��
FRQQHFWLQJ� QRW� MXVW� ,QGLD�ZLWK� WKH� VXJDU� FRORQLHV� RI�
WKH�HPSLUH�²�EXW�DOVR�FRQQHFWLQJ�WKRVH�FRORQLHV�ZLWK�
HDFK� RWKHU�� 7KURXJK� LQGHQWXUH�� OLQNV� ZHUH� FUHDWHG�
EHWZHHQ�FRORQLHV�DW�YDULRXV�OHYHOV�²�IURP�WKH�HOLWH�WR�
WKH�VXEDOWHUQ�OHYHO��0DXULWLXV�GHYHORSHG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�
ZLWK� RWKHU� VXJDU� FRORQLHV� LQ� WKH� &DULEEHDQ� GXULQJ�
WKH�PLG�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��EXW�LW�ZDV�LQ������ZKHQ�
%ULWDLQ� DQQH[HG� WKH� )LML� ,VODQGV� LQ� WKH� 6RXWK� 3DFLILF�
WKDW�D�VWUHDP�RI�LQGHQWXUH�UHODWHG�PRYHPHQWV�EHJDQ�

HDVWZDUGV� IURP� 0DXULWLXV�� FRQQHFWLQJ� WKHVH� WZR�
FRORQLHV��$Q�,QGR�3DFLILF�FRORQLDO�DUHQD�ZDV�FUHDWHG�
ZLWK�,QGLDQ�LQGHQWXUH�DV�WKH�XQLI\LQJ�FRUG�²�DQ�DUHQD�
WKDW�ZRXOG�ODVW�IRU�ILIW\�\HDUV��EHIRUH�EHLQJ�FRQVLJQHG�
WR� WKH� DQQDOV� RI� KLVWRU\� DW� WKH� HQG� RI� LQGHQWXUHG�
LPPLJUDWLRQ�

� 7KH� IRUPDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� FRORQLDO� DUHQD� EHJDQ�
ZKHQ� $UWKXU� *RUGRQ�� *RYHUQRU� RI� 0DXULWLXV� IURP�
����� WR� �����PRYHG� WR� WKH� 3DFLILF� WR� EHFRPH� WKH�
ILUVW�*RYHUQRU�RI�)LML��*RUGRQ�OHIW�0DXULWLXV��QRW�VRUU\�
WR� OHDYH� GHVFULELQJ� LW� DV� D� ´SULVRQ�OLNH� LVODQGµ� ZLWK�
´JUHDW� WUDFWV� RI� KLGHRXV� FDQH� ILHOGVµ�1� 6WUDQJH� WKHQ��
WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�VHW�WKH�EDOO�UROOLQJ�IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�

Map showing the location of 

Mauritius and Fiji within the 

,QGLDQ�DQG�3DFL¿F�2FHDQV

(Source: AGTF Collection)
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RI�WKH�VXJDU�LQGXVWU\�LQ�)LML��ZLWKLQ�IRXU�\HDUV��KH�KDG�
LPSOHPHQWHG� ,QGLDQ� LQGHQWXUHG� LPPLJUDWLRQ� WR� WKH�
3DFLILF�FRORQ\�DQG�WKH�ILUVW�VKLS��WKH�Leonidas arrived 
LQ������ZLWK�����VRXOV�²�WKH�ILUVW�RI�RYHU��������ZKR�
ZRXOG�PDNH�WKH�ORQJ�MRXUQH\�IURP�,QGLD�WR�)LML��

� *RUGRQ� GLG� QRW�PRYH� WR� )LML� DORQH�� +H� ZDV�
DFFRPSDQLHG� E\� PHPEHUV� RI� KLV� $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ� LQ�
0DXULWLXV�LQFOXGLQJ�$LGH�GH�&DPSV�/LHXWHQDQW�.QROO\V�
DQG�&DSWDLQ�$UWKXU�+DYHORFN�DQG�-RKQ�*RUULH��6HFRQG�
3XLVQH�-XGJH�LQ�0DXULWLXV�ZKR�EHFDPH�&KLHI�-XVWLFH�RI�
)LML��7KHVH�FRORQLDO�RIILFLDOV�WRRN�ZLWK�WKHP�WR�)LML�WKHLU�
LGHDOV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LQ�0DXULWLXV��
$IWHU�*RUGRQ·V�PRYH�WR�WKH�3DFLILF��$GROSKH�GH�3OHYLW]��
NQRZQ�LQ�0DXULWLXV�IRU�RUJDQLVLQJ�WKH�SHWLWLRQ�RI�2OG�
,PPLJUDQWV� LQ������IROORZHG�WKH�*RYHUQRU� WR�)LML� LQ�
WKH�KRSH�RI� VWDUWLQJ�D�QHZ� OLIH��+H�DUULYHG� LQ�)LML� LQ�
�����DQG�ZURWH�WR�WKH�FRORQLDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�WR�DVN�
ZKHWKHU�LW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�HPLJUDWLRQ�IURP�0DXULWLXV��'H�
3OHYLW]�ZURWH� WKDW�EHIRUH�KH� OHIW�0DXULWLXV�RYHU������
ODERXUHUV�KDG�H[SUHVVHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�PRYLQJ�WR�)LML�DQG�
KH�ZLVKHG�WR�VWDUW�D�VFKHPH�RI�UHFUXLWLQJ�WLPH�H[SLUHG�
,QGLDQ�ODERXUHUV�LQ�0DXULWLXV�WR�)LML��7KH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
VWDWHG�WKDW�´LW�ZRXOG�EH�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�>WKH�*RYHUQRU@�
WR�DVVLVW�RU�HQFRXUDJH�HPLJUDWLRQ�IURP�0DXULWLXVµ�2 In 
VKRUW��LW�ZRXOG�QRW�DVVLVW�LQ�DQ\�GLUHFW�UHFUXLWPHQW�IURP�
0DXULWLXV��'H�3OHYLW]·V�SODQ�RI�UHFUXLWPHQW�LQ�0DXULWLXV�
IRU�)LML�QHYHU�FDPH�WR�IUXLWLRQ��+H�ZDV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�RQH�
however to propose such a scheme.

� )LYH� \HDUV� ODWHU� LQ� ������ WKH� 0DXULWLDQ�
FRPSDQ\� %O\WKH� 	� &R� VXEPLWWHG� D� UHTXHVW� WR�

FRPPHQFH� HPLJUDWLRQ� RI� ,QGLDQ� ODERXUHUV� IURP�
0DXULWLXV� WR�4XHHQVODQG� DQG� )LML3�� EXW� WKLV� WRR�ZDV�
UHMHFWHG�� :KLOVW� VXJJHVWLRQV� IRU� GLUHFW� UHFUXLWPHQW�
VFKHPHV� IURP�0DXULWLXV� WR� RWKHU� FRORQLHV� ZHUH� QRW�
LPSOHPHQWHG� IRU� IHDU� RI� ODFN� RI� UHJXODWLRQ�� WKHUH�
ZDV�QHYHUWKHOHVV�D�PRYHPHQW�RI� ODERXUHUV�EHWZHHQ�
0DXULWLXV� DQG� RWKHU� FRORQLHV� LQFOXGLQJ� )LML�� 7KH�
ODERXUHUV� KRZHYHU�� UHWXUQHG� WR� ,QGLD�� EHIRUH� UH�
HPEDUNLQJ�RQ�D�VKLS�LQ�&DOFXWWD�RU�0DGUDV�WR�DQRWKHU�
FRORQ\��6R�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������D�VPDOO�QXPEHU�
RI�WLPH�H[SLUHG�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�LQ�)LML�PDGH�WKH�
ORQJ� MRXUQH\� EDFN� WR� ,QGLD�� DQG� UH�LQGHQWXUHG� IRU�
0DXULWLXV��7KH�IORZ�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�GLUHFWLRQ�ZDV�ODUJHU��
DQG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�����������IRUPHU�LQGHQWXUHG�
ODERXUHUV�LQ�0DXULWLXV��UHWXUQHG�WR�,QGLD�DQG�VHW�VDLO�
IRU� )LML�4� ,QGHQWXUH� OLQNHG� %ULWDLQ·V� VXJDU� RXWSRVWV� LQ�
WKH�,QGLDQ�DQG�3DFLILF�2FHDQV�QRW�RQO\�WKURXJK�HOLWH�
DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�PRYHPHQWV��EXW�DOVR�WKURXJK�WKH�
VXEDOWHUQ�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�PRELOH�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�

� 0DXULWLXV� DQG� )LML� PD\� EH� RYHU� �������
NLORPHWUHV�DSDUW��EXW�GXULQJ� WKH�SHULRG�RI� LQGHQWXUH�
WKH\�ZHUH� XQHTXLYRFDOO\� OLQNHG� WKURXJK� WKHLU� XVH� RI�
LQGHQWXUHG� ODERXU�� %\� WKLQNLQJ� DUFKLSHODJLFDOO\�� DQG�
EULQJLQJ� WR� OLJKW� FURVV�FRORQ\� OLQNV� VXFK� DV� WKRVH�
PHQWLRQHG�EHWZHHQ�0DXULWLXV�DQG�)LML��ZH�FDQ�DYRLG�
FRPSDUWPHQWDOLVLQJ�WKH�LQGHQWXUH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�RQH�
SDUWLFXODU� FRORQ\� ZKLFK� FDQ� FUHDWH� DUWLILFLDO� ERUGHUV�
DQG� LPSHGH� RXU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� RQH� RI� WKH�PRVW�
LPSRUWDQW�PDVV�PRYHPHQWV�RI�ODERXU�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�
era. 

1 Letter from Gordon to his wife Rachael, 21st June 1874: Gordon, A.H. (1894) Mauritius: Records of public and private life, 1871-     
   1874. R. & R. Clark, Edinburgh
2 CSO 76.1221, National Archives of Fiji
3 RA 2610, National Archives of Mauritius
4 PE Series, MGI; Arrivals Registers, National Archives of Fiji



Beacons of Hope in Belize 
Sylvia Gilharry Perez, 

3UHVLGHQW�RI�&RUR]DO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�(DVW�,QGLDQ�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH

� %HOL]H�LV�D�WURSLFDO�SDUDGLVH�RI��������VTXDUH�
PLOHV�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�%DVLQ��,W�
LV�EOHVVHG�ZLWK�WKH��nd�ODUJHVW�EDUULHU�UHHI�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�
DQG� LV� KRPH� WR� RYHU� ����� ����PXOWL�HWKQLF� SHRSOH�
DQG�D�KDYHQ�WR������3HRSOH�RI�,QGLDQ�2ULJLQ�

� %HOL]H�OLNH�PDQ\�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�VKDUH�D�XQLTXH�
H[SHULHQFH� RI� EHLQJ� WKH� UHFLSLHQW� RI� ,QGLD·V� KXPDQ�
UHVHUYRLU��2YHU����\HDUV��WKH�,QGLDQ�ODERXU�IRUFH�ILOOHG�
WKH�JDS�FUHDWHG�E\� WKH�DEROLWLRQ�RI�VODYHU\� LQ�������
,QGLDQV�ILUVW�WRXFKHG�%HOL]HDQ�VRLO�LQ������ZKHQ������
6HSR\�,QGLDQV�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�ZHUH�GHSRUWHG�
WR�%HOL]H�EHFDXVH� WKH\�UHYROWHG�DJDLQVW� WKH�%ULWLVK� LQ�
,QGLD·V� ILUVW� ZDU� RI� ,QGHSHQGHQFH�� 7KH\� ZHUH� ODWHU�
MRLQHG�E\�IRUPHU�LQGHQWXUHG�,QGLDQV�IURP�-DPDLFD�LQ�
������0RVW�RI�WKHVH�WLPH�H[SLUHG�,QGLDQV�ZRUNHG�RQ�
WKH� VXJDUFDQH� SODQWDWLRQ� RI� $PHULFDQ� FRQIHGHUDWHV�
LQ� 3XQWD� *RUGD�� WKH� VRXWKHUQ� SDUW� RI� %HOL]H�� ZKLOH�
RWKHUV�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�VXJDU�FDQH��EDQDQD��DQG��WLPEHU�
LQGXVWU\� LQ� RWKHU� SDUWV� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\�� $� JURXS� RI�
,QGLDQ�FRIIHH�ZRUNHUV�IURP�*XDWHPDOD�DOVR�UHORFDWHG�
WR�%HOL]H���8QOLNH�WKH�HDUO\�,QGLDQV�ZKR�FDPH�WR�%HOL]H��
WKH�6LQGKLV�ZKR�EHJDQ�DUULYLQJ�LQ�%HOL]H�VLQFH������DV�
EXVLQHVV�HQWHUSULVHUV��WKH\�KDYH�PDQDJHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�
their ties with India and retained the Indian culture.  

� ,QGLDQV�ZHUH�WRUQ�DZD\�IURP�WKHLU�KRPHODQG�
DQG�DUULYHG�ZLWK�PLQLPDO�PDWHULDO�JRRGV�WR�WKHLU�QHZ�
DERGHV�LQ�%HOL]H���%HFDXVH�RXU�,QGLDQ�DQFHVWRUV�KDG�D�
VWURQJ�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WR�FOLQJ�WR�WKHLU�ZD\�RI�OLIH��WKH\�
ZHUH�IRUFHG�WR�PDNH�WKH�EHVW�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�DYDLODEOH�
LQ�WKHLU�QHZ�VHWWLQJ���7KH�SK\VLFDO�KDUGVKLS�RI�ZRUNLQJ�
RQ�WKH�VXJDUFDQH�SODQWDWLRQV�GXULQJ�ORQJ�KRXUV��WKH�
XQEHDUDEOH� KHDW� DQG� DEXVLYH� ZRUNLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV�
FRXSOHG� DORQJ� ZLWK� WKH� HPRWLRQDO� GLVWXUEDQFHV�
DQG� SV\FKRORJLFDO� VWUHVV� VXUHO\� WKUHDWHQHG� RXU�
DQFHVWRUV·�VXUYLYDO��,QVWHDG�RI�DFFHSWLQJ�GHIHDW��WKHVH�
XQIDYRXUDEOH� H[SHULHQFHV� RQO\� SXVKHG� WKHP� VRPH�
PRUH�WR�ILQG�UHIXJH�LQ�PDNLQJ�JRRG�XVH�RI�WKH�PLQLPDO�
PDWHULDOV�WKH\�EURXJKW�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHP��$OWKRXJK�WKH�
(DVW�,QGLDQV�FRRN�DQG�HDW�IRRGV�ZKLFK�DUH�FRPPRQ�
WR�%HOL]HDQ�&UHROHV��WKH\�VWLOO�IDYRXU�WKRVH�IRRGV�ZKLFK�
their ancestors used and handed down to them. Indian 
FXLVLQH�SOD\V�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�,QGLDQ�NLWFKHQV�
DQG�WKH�EOHQG�RI�\HOORZ�JLQJHU���WXUPHULF��ZLWK�RUJDQLF�
VSLFHV� DQG� KHUEV� HQKDQFHV� WKH� IRRG·V� IODYRU��2WKHU�
HWKQLF�JURXSV�GR�HQMR\�,QGLDQ�IRRG�ZLWK�LWV��GLVWLQFWLYH�
WDVWH��ZKLFK�PDNHV�LW�D�SRSXODU�IDYRXULWH�LQ�%HOL]H�DQG�
all over the world. 

� ,Q� VHHNLQJ� IDYRUDEOH� OLYLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV�� VPDOO�
JURXSV�UHORFDWHG�WR�GLIIHUHQW�DUHDV�LQ�%HOL]H��+RZHYHU����
ZLWKRXW�VXSSRUW�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU��PLQLPDO�OLQNDJHV�WR�
WKHLU�KRPHODQG�DQG�UHODWLYHV��DQG�VRFLHWDO�H[SHFWDWLRQ�
RI�QHZFRPHUV�DGRSWLQJ�WKH�PRGH�RI�OLIH�LQ�WKHLU�QHZ�
VHWWLQJV�� ,QGLDQV� JUDGXDOO\� VWUD\HG� DZD\� IURP� WKHLU�
FXOWXUDO�SUDFWLFHV��7KH\�DGRSWHG�WKH�IRRG�RI�WKHLU�QHZ�
FRXQWU\��DEDQGRQHG�WKHLU�,QGLDQ�FORWKLQJ�DQG�QDPHV�
DV�WKH\�DVVLPLODWHG�LQWR�WKH�FRXQWU\·V�GRPLQDQW�FXOWXUH��
(DVW�,QGLDQV�LQ�%HOL]H�DGRSWHG�&KULVWLDQLW\�DQG�FUHGLW�
WKHLU�&KULVWLDQ�FRQYHUVLRQV�WR�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�
UHOLJLRXV� OHDGHUV�� WHPSOHV�� DQG� VFKRROV�� 7KH� YDOXHV�
GHHSO\� HPEHGGHG� LQ� WKHLU� FXOWXUDO� EDFNJURXQG� DQG�
WKH�FRXQWU\·V� IUHHGRP�RI� UHOLJLRQ�SDYHG� WKH�ZD\� IRU�
WKH�]HDORXV�FKULVWLDQ�PLVVLRQDULHV� WR�FRQYHUW� ,QGLDQV�
to various Christian denominations.

� ,Q� VSLWH� RI� WKH� HVWDWH� RZQHUV� RSSUHVVLYH�
GHPDQGV�� WKH� GHVFHQGDQWV� RI� LQGHQWXUHG� ,QGLDQV�
IURP� WKH� YHU\� EHJLQQLQJ� GHPRQVWUDWHG� GHGLFDWLRQ��
SHUVLVWHQFH��RSWL�PLVP��DQG�WKULIW�ZKLFK�ZDV�LQFXOFDWHG�
E\�WKHLU�HOGHUV��7KH�HDUO\�(DVW�,QGLDQV�LQ�0DXULWLXV�DQG�
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%HOL]H�EURNH�DZD\�IURP�D�KLVWRU\�WKDW�FRQILQHG�WKHP�
WR�ZRUN�DV�ODERXUHUV�LQ�WKH�VXJDU��OXPEHU�DQG�FRIIHH�
LQGXVWULHV� WKDW� ZHUH� RZQHG� E\� QRQ�,QGLDQV� DQG�
(XURSHDQV��6LQFH�PRVW�(DVW�,QGLDQV�KDYH�D�ORYH�IRU�WKH�
ODQG��WKH\�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�FXOWLYDWLRQ�RI�IRRG�FURSV��
DQG�SODQW�WKHLU�RZQ�YHJHWDEOHV�LQ�WKHLU�EDFN\DUG�LQ�
VSLWH�RI�WKH�OLPLWHG�ODQG�VSDFH�DYDLODEOH��(YHQ�WKRXJK�
WKH� VWUXJJOHV� RI� FKULVWLDQLVDWLRQ�� DFFXOWXUDWLRQ� DQG�
LQWHUPDUULDJHV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�FXOWXUH�HUDVXUH��,QGLDQV�LQ�
%HOL]H�KDYH�PDQDJHG�WR�UHWDLQ�VRPH�LQGLDQQHVV���

� 2XU�DQFHVWRUV�GLG�D�JUHDW�MRE�LQ�XVLQJ�ZKDW�
ZDV� DYDLODEOH�� DQG� EXVK� PHGLFLQH� DQG� QDWXUDO�
UHPHGLHV� VWLOO� SOD\� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� UROH� LQ� SUHYHQWLQJ�
DQG� FXULQJ� GLVHDVHV�� ,QGLDQV� LQ� %HOL]H� FRQWLQXH� WR�
H[FHO�DQG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�ORFDO�HFRQRP\��SROLWLFV�DQG�
WKH�VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�IRUPDWLRQ�RI��WKH�QDWLRQ��0DQ\�QRZ�
ILOO� WKH�SRVWV�RI� UHQRZQHG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�� GLJQLWDULHV�
DQG� HQWUHSUHQHXUV�� %HFDXVH� RXU� DQFHVWRUV·� VSLULWV�
GLG�QRW�ZDYHU�� WKH\�ZHUH�EHDFRQV�RI�KRSH� WR� NHHS�
,QGLD�DOLYH�LQ�D�GLVWDQW�DQG�IRUHLJQ�ODQG�DV�WKH\�KDYH�
SDVVHG�RQ�WR�XV�D�OHJDF\�RI�D�WDVWH�RI�,QGLD��7KH�ILYH�
\HDUV� RI� WKHLU� LQWHQGHG� VWD\� IOLWWHG� E\� DQG� WKH\� GLG�
QRW�UHWXUQ�ULFK�WR�,QGLD�EXW�H[FHOOHG�LQ�WKHLU�DGRSWHG�
KRPH�� %HOL]H�� $V� %HOL]HDQ� (DVW� ,QGLDQV�� WKH\� KDYH�
FRQWULEXWHG�PXFK�WR� WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI� WKH�QDWLRQ�WKH\�
FDOO� KRPH�� &HUWDLQO\� %HOL]H� UHDSHG� WKH� ULFK� IODYRU�
WKDW� WKH� (DVW� ,QGLDQV� DGGHG� WR� WKH� EXLOGLQJ� RI� WKH�
%HOL]HDQ� QDWLRQ�� 5HNLQGOLQJ� WKHVH� YDOXHV�� FXVWRPV�
DQG� WUDGLWLRQV� WKDW� KDYH� EHHQ�ZLOOHG� WR� XV� WKURXJK�
WKH�DJHV�LV�D�YHU\�VPDOO�SULFH�WR�SD\�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�
RXU�DQFHVWRUV·�ZLOO�WR�VXUYLYH��

&RQWDFW� ,QIRUPDWLRQ��(�PDLO�� V\OYLDSHUH]�#\DKRR�FRP���
FRHLFK#\DKRR�FRP���3KRQH���������������������������
3RVWDO�DGGUHVV��6DQ�$QWRQLR��&RUR]DO��%HOL]H

��



Coringa: Pioneering Role in the 
Emigration of Coranghis 

Dr. Indrani Gopauloo

� 7KH� SUHVHQFH� RI� Coranghis or Coranghees 
also� NQRZQ�DV�Talingas GXULQJ� WKH�)UHQFK�SHULRG� LQ�
0DXULWLXV��FDQ�EH�WUDFHG�EDFN�WR�WKH�HLJKWHHQWK�FHQWXU\���
4XLWH�D�IHZ�PLJUDQWV�ZHUH�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�HLJKWHHQWK�
FHQWXU\�DQG�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�\HDUV�RI�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��
6DGDVLYDP�5HGG\�DQG�0XVOLP� -XPHHU� FRXQWHG�QLQH�
7DOLQJDV�DPRQJ�WKH�����HPDQFLSDWHG�VODYHV�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG�������+RZHYHU��D�UHJXODU�LQIORZ�RI�SHRSOH��
DV�LQGHQWXUHG��ODERXUHUV��IURP�$QGKUD�UHJLRQ�VWDUWHG�
DIWHU�WKH�DEROLWLRQ�RI�VODYHU\�LQ�������ZKHQ�0DXULWLXV�
EHFDPH� WKH� KXE� RI� WKH� ,QGLDQ� ODERXU� LPPLJUDWLRQ��
7KHUH�IROORZHG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�PDULWLPH�
WUDIILF�SO\LQJ�WKH�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�IURP�,QGLD�WR�0DXULWLXV��
OLQNLQJ� QRW� RQO\� WKH� SRUWV� RI� &DOFXWWD�� 0DGUDV� DQG�
%RPED\��EXW�DOVR�WKDW�RI�&RULQJD�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�\HDUV�RI�
LPPLJUDWLRQ��WR�WKDW�RI�3RUW�/RXLV��

� %HWZHHQ������DQG�������RXW�RI�WKH�VWDJJHULQJ�
QXPEHU�RI�QHDUO\�KDOI�D�PLOOLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�GLVSODFHG�
IURP�WKHLU�KRPHODQGV��VRPH��������RULJLQDWHG�IURP�
WKH�7HOXJX�FRXQWU\��WKHQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�0DGUDV�3UHVLGHQF\��
,Q�WHUPV�RI�YROXPH�RI�PLJUDQWV�UHFUXLWHG�DV�LQGHQWXUHG�
ODERXUHUV�WR�0DXULWLXV��WKH�$QGKUD�UHJLRQ�UDQNHG�WKLUG�
QH[W�WR�0DGUDV�DQG�%LKDU��

� ,W� LV� WR� EH� QRWHG� WKDW� HPLJUDWLRQ� KDG� EHHQ�
D� FKDUDFWHULVWLF� IHDWXUH� RI� WKH� FRDVWDO� UHJLRQV� RI�
Andhra since time immemorial.1�7KH�7HOXJX�VSHDNLQJ�
LQKDELWDQWV� RI� FRDVWDO� $QGKUD� PLJUDWHG� WR� %XUPD��
0DOD\D�DQG�RWKHU�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV�IRU�WUDGH�
DQG�ZRUN�RU�WR�VHWWOH�GRZQ�SHUPDQHQWO\��+RZHYHU��WKH�
LQGHQWXUHG� ODERXU� V\VWHP� LQ� WKH� QLQHWHHQWK� FHQWXU\��
FKDQJHG� WKH� FRXUVH� RI� 7HOXJX� HPLJUDWLRQ� WKDW� KDG�
EHHQ� HVVHQWLDOO\� GLUHFWHG� WRZDUGV� WKH� (DVW��0LJUDQWV�
VKLIWHG�WKHLU�LWLQHUDULHV�WR�WKH�6RXWK�:HVW�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�
DQG�WRZDUGV�WKH�:HVW�EH\RQG�WKH�$WODQWLF�2FHDQ��$�
UHODWLYHO\� ODUJH� QXPEHU� RI� SHRSOH� IURP� WKH� $QGKUD�
UHJLRQ�HPLJUDWHG� WR�0DXULWLXV��6RXWK�$IULFD�DQG� WKH�
&DULEEHDQ�� DOWKRXJK� D� VL]HDEOH� QXPEHU� FRQWLQXHG�
WR� PRYH� (DVW� DV� IDU� DV� WKH� )LML� LVODQG�� ,W� OHG� WR� D�
ZLGHU� GLVSHUVDO� ZKLFK� JDYH� WKH�PRYHPHQW� D� JOREDO�
dimension.

1 !e Imperial Gazetteers of India, located at the Indian Immi-
gration Archives, Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Moka, Mauritius.

� 0DVVLYH� PRYHPHQWV� RI� SRSXODWLRQ� IURP�
WKH� SRSXORXV� ULFH�JURZLQJ� DQG� ZHDYLQJ� GLVWULFWV� RI�
$QGKUD� DUH� JHQHUDOO\� DWWULEXWHG�PDLQO\� WR� IDLOXUH� RI�
FURSV�GXH� WR� F\FORQHV�� IORRGV�DQG�GURXJKWV� FDXVLQJ�
SRYHUW\��IDPLQH�DQG�VWDUYDWLRQ��HFRQRPLF�H[SORLWDWLRQ�
E\� ODQGORUGV�� VRFLDO� RVWUDFLVP� GXH� WR� FDVWH�� 7KHVH�
HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO� UHDOLWLHV��SXVKHG�PDQ\�Gentoo 
�PLGGOH� FODVV�� IDPLOLHV� DPRQJ� RWKHUV� WR� PLJUDWH� RI�
WKHLU�IUHH�ZLOO��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKH�ULFH�JURZLQJ�GLVWULFWV�
LQ�WKH�.ULVKQD�DQG�*RGDYHUL�GHOWDV�DQG�WKH�ZHDYLQJ�
GLVWULFWV�VXFK�DV�1HOORUH��ZHUH�D�ULFK�VRXUFH�RI�FKHDS�
ODERXU�IRU�0DXULWLXV��

� 7KH�SRUWV�RI�&RULQJD�%D\��PRUH�HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�
SRUW�RI�&RULQJD�DQG�ODWHU�.DNLQDGD��SOD\HG�D�SLYRWDO�
UROH�LQ�HPLJUDWLRQ�RI�7HOXJXV�WR�%XUPD��0DOD\D�DQG�
0DXULWLXV�DPRQJ�RWKHU�SODFHV� LQ� WKH�HDUO\�SKDVH�RI�
HPLJUDWLRQ�RI�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�LQ�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�
FHQWXU\�� 7KH� PDMRULW\� RI� LPPLJUDQWV� IURP� FRDVWDO�
$QGKUD� DUULYHG� EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG� ������ 7KH�
PDLQ� SODFHV� UHFRUGHG� LQ� UHJLVWHUV� RI� DUULYDOV� DW� WKH�
0*,� ,PPLJUDWLRQ� $UFKLYHV� DUH� &RULQJD�� *DQMDP��
9LVDNKDSDWDP�� *RGDYHU\�� .ULVKQD�� &RFDQDGD��
0XVXOLSDWQDP��6ULNDOXODP��,VVDSDWDP��5DMDKPXQGU\��
Nellore, Ellore or Eluru, Cuddapah. Inland districts 

#e main regions and districts of recruitment for Telugu indentured 
labourers in southern India during the 19th century. (Source: Author)
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VXFK� DV� &KLWWRRU�� .XUQRRO�� *XQWXU� DQG� +\GHUDEDG�
DPRQJ�RWKHUV�VHQW�IHZHU�SHRSOH��0DQ\�RI�WKH�SODFHV�
RI�RULJLQ�ZHUH�WKULYLQJ�SRUWV�ZLWK�SRSXORXV�KLQWHUODQGV��
DQG�KDG�IRU�FHQWXULHV�EHHQ�DFWLYH�LQ�GLVWDQW�PDULWLPH�
WUDGLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��(XURSHDQ�DQG�QDWLYH�FUDIWV�SOLHG�WKH�
FRDVWDO�ZDWHUV�RI�$QGKUD��7KH\�HQJDJHG�LQ�OXFUDWLYH�
EXVLQHVV� DQG� H[SRUW� DFWLYLWLHV�� IRU� LQVWDQFH� ZRYHQ�
WH[WLOH� JRRGV� ZHUH� H[SRUWHG� WR� 6XPDWUD� DQG� RWKHU�
LVODQGV�RI�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD��DQG�RWKHU�YDULHWLHV�RI�FORWK�
IURP�WKH�KLQWHUODQGV�RI�RWKHU�SRUWV�RI�&RULQJD�%D\�WR�
(XURSH�� WKH� 3HUVLDQ�*XOI� DQG� $PHULFD�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ��
D� IORXULVKLQJ�VKLS�EXLOGLQJ� LQGXVWU\�JUHZ�DURXQG� WKH�
ports.

From the Ports of Coringa Bay to Port Louis 

 7KH� HDUOLHVW� SKDVH� ������ ²� ������ RI�
LPPLJUDWLRQ� LV� FKDUDFWHULVHG� E\� D� KLJK� LQIORZ� RI�
LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�IURP�WKH�GLVWULFW�RI�&RULQJD�YLD�
WKH�SRUW�RI�&RULQJD��QRZ�NQRZQ�DV�.RUDQJL���,W�SOD\HG�
D� SLRQHHULQJ� UROH� LQ� WKH� H[SRUWDWLRQ� RI� LQGHQWXUHG�
ODERXU� WR�0DXULWLXV��)LJXUHV�RI�DUULYDO�RI� LPPLJUDQWV�
REWDLQHG� IURP� WKH� ,QGLDQ� ,PPLJUDWLRQ� $UFKLYHV�
�0*,��� SURYLGH� D� YLYLG� SLFWXUH� RI� WKH� LPPLJUDWLRQ�
SDWWHUQ�IURP�FRDVWDO�$QGKUD��7KH\�VKRZ�WKDW�EHWZHHQ�
����� WR������� LPPLJUDQWV�DUULYHG� IURP� WKUHH�PDLQ�
GLVWULFWV�� QDPHO\� &RULQJD�� 1HOORUH� DQG� +\GHUDEDG��
����FDPH�IURP�&RULQJD����IURP�1HOORUH�DQG���IURP�
+\GHUDEDG�� ,Q����������RXW�RI���� LPPLJUDQWV� VDLG�
WKH\� DUULYHG� IURP� &RULQJD� ´SUHVLGHQF\µ�� LQ� ������
���RXW�RI������ LQ�����������RXW�RI���������������
���������������������������������YHU\�IHZ�RXW�RI�D�
����DQG�RGGV��7KH�GHFOLQH�FDQ�EH�H[SODLQHG�LQ�WHUPV�
RI�WKH�YLROHQW�KXUULFDQH�WKDW�VWUXFN�&RULQJD�LQ�������
NLOOLQJ�WKRXVDQGV�RI�SHRSOH�DQG�LPPRELOLVLQJ�WKH�SRUW�
IRUHYHU��

� 7KH�PDLQ�YLOODJHV�LQ�WKH�%D\�RI�&RULQJD�DQG�LWV�
YLFLQLW\�ZKLFK�VXSSOLHG�0DXULWLXV�ZLWK�ODERXU�GXULQJ�WKLV�
SHULRG� ZHUH� &RULQJK\�� $PHODSXUDP�� 3RRGRRFRWDK��
<DQDP��3HGGDSXUDP��3LOODJU\��6DPDOFRWDK��3RQDSRRU��
%RELOL��1HOORRU��&RRORRU��3HGGDSRU\��&RULQJD��%DODUHH��
6DQJDOD�� $OODQFRRU\�� 7DOODSRU\�� /RRGHHSXU� DPRQJ�
RWKHUV�� 7KH\� VWDWHG� DV� EHORQJLQJ� WR� WKH� IROORZLQJ�
FDVWHV�� 7HOLQJD� ZHUH� LQ� PDMRULW\�� 5HGG\�� 3DULDK��
&KDPDU�� 5DMD�� *HQWRR�� 9HOODOD�� &RULQJK\�� 0DYDOOD��
9LWXOD��0DODEDU��&DYHU\��1RZUHH��+LQGRR��&KULVWLDQ��
0RVW� LPPLJUDQWV� IHOO� LQ� WKH�DJH�EUDFNHW�RI����WR����
\HDUV��7ZR�RQO\�ZHUH�DJHG�����7KH�ROGHVW�ZDV�DJHG�
���DQG�WKH�\RXQJHVW����\HDUV�ROG�

� 7KH�&RULQJD�%D\�LQ�WKH�(DVW�RI� WKH�*RGDYHUL�
GLVWULFW�� LV� VLWXDWHG� VRXWK� RI� 9LVDNKDSDWQDP� DQG�

FRPSULVHG� RI� D� FOXVWHU� RI� LPSRUWDQW� SRUWV�� QDPHO\�
&RULQJD�� .DNLQDGD� RU� &RFRQDGD�� ,QJHUDP��
%HQGDPXUODQND��<DQDP�DQG�-DJDQQDWKDSXUDP��7KH�
%D\�SOD\HG�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�WUDGLQJ�
DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�HPLJUDWLRQ��&RULQJD�%D\�ZDV� WKH�RQO\�
VPRRWK� ZDWHU� �H[FHSW� %ODFNZRRG·V� KDUERXU�� RQ� WKH�
ZHVWHUQ� VLGH� RI� WKH� %D\� RI� %HQJDO� GXULQJ� WKH� 6RXWK�
West monsoon (Johnson & C.) 

� &RULQJD� RU� &DUDQJD� ZDV� D� FRQVLGHUDEOH�
VHDSRUW� WRZQ� LQ� WKH� 1RUWKHUQ� &LUFDUV�� GLVWULFW� RI�
5DMDPXQGU\�� ,W� ZDV� DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� HPSRULXP�
RI� WUDGH� LQ� WLPEHU� VXSSOLHG� IURP� WKH� LQWHULRU� RI� WKH�
IRUHVWHG�FRXQWU\��$PRQJ�WKH�H[SRUWV�IURP�WKH�%D\�ZHUH�
FORWK��WREDFFR��JURXQGQXWV��ULFH�DQG�VXJDU��$V�WR�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�SRUW�RI�&RULQJD�LQ�PDULWLPH�WUDGH��
+HQU\�0RUULV��ZURWH��“It was the only place between 
Calcutta and Trincomalee where large vessels used to 
be docked…. �>+RZHYHU�@�because of its location on a 
low site near the coast, Coringa suffered very seriously 
in the hurricanes of 1784 and 1839”. 300,000 people 
ORVW�WKHLU�OLYHV�LQ�WKH������VXUJH��7KLV�FDODPLW\�PDUNHG�
WKH�IDOO�RI�&RULQJD�LQ�WHUPV�RI�YROXPH�RI�WUDGH�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG� DQG� HPLJUDWLRQ� WR� 0DXULWLXV�� 7KLV� OHG� WR� WKH�
ULVH�RI�WKH�.DNLQDGD�SRUW�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�&RULQJD�%D\��
5HIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�IDOO�RI�&RULQJD�DQG�WKH�SKHQRPHQDO�
ULVH� RI� .RNLQDGD�� $GDSD� 6DW\DQDUD\DQD� ZULWHV�“Of 
the all ports in the Bay, Kakinada or Coconada soon 
rose to prominence both as a trading centre as well 
as an urban town”.�$IWHU� WKH�FORVXUH�RI� WKH�&RULQJD�
SRUW��PLJUDQWV�KDG� WR�PDNH� WKHLU�ZD\� WR� WKH�SRUW�RI�
0DGUDV� WR� HPEDUN� IRU�0DXULWLXV� DQG� RWKHU� FRORQLDO�
destinations. 

� $UFKLYDO�UHFRUGV�DOVR�VKRZ�WKDW�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�
RI��HPLJUDQWV�WR�0DXULWLXV�FDPH�IURP�YLOODJHV�ORFDWHG�
LQ� WKH� YLFLQLW\� RI� WKH� SRUW� RI� .DNLQDGD� DOVR� FDOOHG�
&RFDQDGD� RU� &RFRQDGD�� ZKLFK� EHFDPH� RQH� WKH�
SLYRWDO�SRUWV�RI� WKH�&RULQJD�%D\��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�.��1��
5DMX���������LW�ZDV�“one of the most interesting Eastern 
ports, the busiest minor port on the Coromandel Coast, 
and  the safest harbour and among the best shipping 
ports in India.” 

� 7RGD\�� &RULQJD� LV� IDPRXV� IRU� LWV� ZLOGOLIH�
VDQFWXDU\� ZKLFK� LV� WKH� VHFRQG� ODUJHVW� VXUYLYLQJ�
PDQJURYH� IRUHVW� LQ� ,QGLD�� ,W� LV� KRPH� WR� WZHQW\�IRXU�
PDQJURYH�WUHH�VSHFLHV�DQG�WR�RYHU�RQH�KXQGUHG�DQG�
WZHQW\�VSHFLHV�RI�ELUGV��7KH�VDQFWXDU\�WKDW� LV�SDUW�RI�
WKH�*RGDYHUL�HVWXDU\�DQG�IORZV�LQWR�WKH�%D\�RI�%HQJDO��
KDV�EHFRPH�DQ�haut-lieu�RI�HFR�WRXULVP��
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Indentured Labour from India: 
:�K^Ü^\mbhg�?khf�Mp^gmr�?bklm�<^gmnkr

Prof. Ajay Dubey, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi  
& President, Organisation for Diaspora Initiatives (ODI International)

� $W�WKH�WLPH�RI�DEROLWLRQ�RI�VODYHU\��LQGHQWXUHG�
ODERXU�ZDV� LQWURGXFHG� WR� UHSODFH� VODYH� ODERXU�E\�D�
QHZ�ODERXU�IRUFH�WR�ZRUN�RQ�SODQWDWLRQV��0DQ\�RI�WKH�
contract provisions  in the indentured contracts were 
VLPLODU� WR� WKRVH� IRU� HPDQFLSDWHG� VODYHV� ZKR� ZHUH�
IRUFHG�WR�ZRUN�IRU�WKH�LQWHULP�SHULRG�WLOO�WKH�LQGHQWXUHG�
ODERXU�ZDV�SXW�LQ�SODFH��,W�ZDV�ULJKWO\�FDOOHG�´D�QHZ�
IRUP�RI�VODYHU\µ��,QGHQWXUHG�ZRUNHUV�ZHUH�EURXJKW�LQ�
IURP�GLIIHUHQW� UHJLRQV� RI� WKH�ZRUOG� OLNH� ,QGLD�ZKLFK�
ZHUH�XQGHU�FRORQLDO�UXOH�E\�WKH�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�

� /HJDOO\� WKH� LQGHQHQWXUHGVKLS� FRQWUDFW� SURYL�
VLRQV�DQG�WHUPV�JDYH�D�WKHRUHWLFDO�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�UHIXVDO�
XQGHU�FRQWUDFW�FRQGLWLRQ��EXW�WKHLU�VKLSPHQW�WR�IDU�RII�
GLVWDQW�ODQG��JLYHQ�WKDW�ERWK�KRPH�DQG�KRVW�WHUULWRULHV�
ZHUH� XQGHU� FRORQLDO� RFFXSDWLRQ�� JDYH� WKHP� VLPLODU�
VXEMXJDWLRQ�DQG�KHOSOHVVQHVV�WKDW�VODYHV�KDG�VXIIHUHG��
7KHLU� QHZ� KRPH� WHUULWRULHV� JUHZ� E\� H[SORLWDWLRQ� RI�
WKHLU� ODERXU� DQG� SHUVRQDO� VXIIHULQJV�� $IULFDQ� VODYHV�
ZKR�FDPH�XQGHU�VODYHU\�KDYH�EHHQ�DFNQRZOHGJHG�DV�
LQKXPDQ�DQG�FRPSHQVDWHG�EXW� OLWWOH�KDV�EHHQ�GRQH�
WR�UHFRJQLVH�DQG�FRPSHQVDWH� WKH� LQGHQWXUHG� ODERXU�
H[SORLWDWLRQ� DQG� WKHLU� VXIIHULQJV�� ,W� LV� WLPH� IRU� ,QGLD�
DQG�,QGLDQ�GLDVSRUD�OHG�FRXQWULHV�WR�ZRUN�WR�JHW�WKH�
ZRUOG�UHFRJQLVH�WKLV�LVVXH�DQG�FRPSHQVDWH�IRU�LW��7KH�
RQO\�H[FHSWLRQ�ZDV�+LQGUDII�PRYHPHQW�LQ�0DOD\VLD��

� /RRNLQJ� EDFN� IURP� D� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI� WZHQW\�
ILUVW� FHQWXU\�� ZKHQ� VNLOOHG� ODERXU� PLJUDWLRQ� XQGHU�
GHFHSWLRQ��DOOXUHPHQW�RU�XQGHU�GLVFULPLQDWRU\�V\VWHP�
VWLOO�H[LVWV�� WKHUH� LV�D�QHHG� WR� UHFRJQLVH� WKH�VNLOO�DQG�
LQGLVSHQVDELOLW\� RI� VXJDU� FDQH� FXWWHUV� RU� SODQWDWLRQ�
ZRUNHUV�LQ�FUHDWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDO�ZHDOWK�RI�KRVW�FRXQWULHV��
0DQ\� WLPHV�:HVWHUQ� VFKRODUV� GLVPLVV� WKHLU� YDOXDEOH�
FRQWULEXWLRQV�PHUHO\�DV�D�SURFHVV�ZKHUH�SRYHUW\�GULYHQ�
SHRSOH�PRYH�WR�QHZ�WHUULWRU\�ZKLFK�UHVFXH�WKHP�IURP��
KXQJHU� DQG� SRYHUW\�� &RORQLDO� PDVWHUV� KDG� WULHG� WR�
UHFUXLW�LQGHQWXUHG�ZRUNHUV�IURP�&KLQD��,QGRQHVLD�DQG�
PDQ\�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�QRQ�$IULFDQ�WHUULWRULHV�EXW� WKHVH�
ODERXUHUV� ZHUH� XQVNLOOHG� IRU� DQG� XQZLOOLQJ� WR� ZRUN�
RQ�VXJDU�RU�UXEEHU�SODQWDWLRQV��7KH\�ZHUH�D�FRORVVDO�
IDLOXUH��,W�ZDV�RQO\�WKH�,QGLDQ�LQGHQWXUHG�IDUPZRUNHUV�
ZKR� SURYHG� H[FHOOHQW� LQ� IDUPLQJ� VNLOOV� DQG� VKRZHG�
ZLOOLQJQHVV� DQG� UHVSHFW� WR� IDUP� ZRUN� GHVSLWH� WKHLU�
LOO� WUHDWPHQW�� 7KHLU� VXFFHVVIXO� LGHQWLILFDWLRQ� ZLWK�

IDUPLQJ��VLQFH�IDUPLQJ�ZDV�DPRQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�YDOXHG�
SURIHVVLRQ� LQ� ,QGLD� GXULQJ� WKDW� WLPH�� PDGH� WKHP� D�
PRVW� VRXJKW� DIWHU� ZRUN� IRUFH�� 7KHUH� ZDV� UDFH� DQG�
FRPSHWLWLRQ� WR�UHFUXLW� WKHP�VR�PXFK�VR� WKDW�QRW� MXVW�
WKH�%ULWLVKHUV�EXW� WKH�'XWFK�DQG� WKH�)UHQFK� FRORQLDO�
JRYHUQPHQWV� HQWHUHG� LQWR� ELODWHUDO� DJUHHPHQWV� ZLWK�
%ULWDLQ��DV�LW�RFFXSLHG�,QGLD�GXULQJ�WKDW�WLPH��WR�VXSSO\�
IL[HG�TXRWDV�RI�,QGLDQ�LQGHQWXUHG�ZRUNHUV�WR�WKHP�DV�
WKH\� GLG� QRW� UHFUXLW� XQVNLOOHG� DQG� XQZLOOLQJ� ZRUNHUV�
IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�FRORQLDO�SRVVHVVLRQV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�SDUWV�
RI�WKH�ZRUOG�

� 7KH� VNLOOHG� ODERXU� PLJUDWLRQ�� IDFLOLWDWLRQ� E\�
JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�ERG\�VKRSSLQJ�RI� ORZ�SDLG�,QGLDQ�
ZRUNHUV� WRGD\� DOO� RYHU� WKH� ZRUOG�� UHPLQGV� RQH� RI�
H[SORLWHG�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXU�V\VWHP�ZKLFK�KDG�VLPLODUO\�
VRXJKW�DIWHU�VNLOOHG�ZRUNHUV��'XULQJ�LQGHQWXUH�SHULRG�
DQG� HYHQ� QRZ� WKH� ORZ� SDLG�� GLVFULPLQDWHG� VNLOOHG�
ZRUNHUV� DUH� VRXJKW� DIWHU� UHVRXUFHV� WR� GHYHORS� WKH�
HFRQRP\�RI� WKH�KRVW� WHUULWRULHV��7KH\�ZHUH�LOO� WUHDWHG�
HDUOLHU�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWHG�HYHQ�QRZ��%XW� LQ�DOO� FDVHV�
WKHQ� DQG� QRZ�� WKH\� SURYHG� WR� EH� WKH� EDFNERQH� RI�
HFRQRP\�DQG�IRUPHG�WKH�FRUH�RI�WKH�VNLOOHG�UHVRXUFH�
SRRO� RI� HFRQRP\� WKURXJK� D� SURFHVV� RI� EUDLQ� GUDLQ�
IURP�,QGLD�

#e arrival of Javanese indentured workers in Paramaribo, Suriname 
in the 1920s. (Source: National Archives of Suriname) 

+LVWRU\�DQG�5HVHDUFK



43

 7KH� LQGHQWXUHG� ZRUNHUV� ZKR� GLG� QRW� UHWXUQ�
WR� ,QGLD� EHFDPH� SDUW� RI� WKH� ,QGLDQ� GLDVSRUD�� 7KH\�
UHPDLQHG�FXW�RII�IURP�WKHLU�PRWKHUODQG��FXW�RII�IURP�
WKHLU�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�DQG�FXOWXUH��7KH\�QHLWKHU�KDG�VRFLHWDO�
VXSSRUW�QRU�JRYHUQPHQW�SURWHFWLRQ�RU��FDUH�LQ�WKH�QHZ�
WHUULWRULHV��%XW�WKH\�VWLOO�PDLQWDLQHG�WKHLU�,QGLDQ�FXOWXUH�
DQG�FLYLOL]DWLRQDO�YDOXHV�UHIOHFWLQJ�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�WKHLU�
ODQJXDJH�� HWKQLFLW\� DQG� UHOLJLRQV�� 0RVW� RI� ,QGLDQ�
traditions and values were retained at their home. 
)RU� VHWWLQJ� XS� � D� IDPLO\� WKH\� KDG� YHU\� IHZ� ,QGLDQ�
ZRPHQ� UHFUXLWHG� GXULQJ� LQGHQWXUHG� V\VWHP�� 'HVSLWH�
WKHLU��WURXEOHG�KLVWRU\��WKH\�VXFFHHGHG�LQ�KROGLQJ�RQ�WR�
,QGLDQ�IDPLO\�YDOXHV��VRFLHWDO�LGHDOV��DQG�FLYLOL]DWLRQDO�
YLUWXHV�� &RQWULEXWLRQV� RI� ZRPHQ� DPRQJ� ,QGLDQ�
'LDVSRUD�GXULQJ� WKH� WURXEOHVRPH� LQGHQWXUHG�SHULRG�
LV�OLWWOH�UHFRJQLVHG�DQG�DSSUHFLDWHG��,QGLDQ�'LDVSRUD�
WRGD\� PD\� QRW� KDYH� UHPDLQHG� ¶,QGLDQ·� LI� ,QGLDQ�
ZRPHQ�KDG�QRW�SOD\HG�WKHLU�VLOHQW�UROH�LQ�SUHVHUYLQJ�
,QGLDQ�SUDFWLFHV�GXULQJ�WKH�LQGHQWXUHG�SHULRG�

� /DVWO\�� LQGHQWXUHGVKLS� KDG� VFDWWHUHG�� VHJUH�
JDWHG� ,QGLDQ� FKLOGUHQ� IURP� ,QGLD�� 7KH� WZR� :RUOG�
:DUV� IROORZHG� E\� WKH� FROG� ZDU� OHG� WR� ZDWHU�WLJKW�
VWDWH�V\VWHPV��ZKLFK�NHSW� ,QGLDQ�'LDVSRUD�VSUHDG� LQ�
VHYHUDO�IDU�RII�FRXQWULHV�VHSDUDWHG�IURP�PRWKHU�,QGLD��
)RU�PDQ\�RWKHU�'LDVSRUDV�WKHLU�PRWKHU�FRXQWU\�LWVHOI�
GLDVDSSHDUHG� GXULQJ� WKLV� SHULRG�� )RU� VRPH� OLNH� WKH�
$IULFDQ�GLDVSRUD�� LW�JRW�VSOLW� LQWR� ILIW\� IRXU� �FRXQWULHV�
OHDGLQJ�WR�DEVHQFH�RI�DQ\�UHFRJQLVDEOH�KRPH�FRXQWU\��
/XFNLO\� IRU� ,QGLDQ�GLDVSRUD�� ,QGLD� UHPDLQV� WKH� VDPH�
PRWKHU� FRXQWU\�� FHOHEUDWLQJ� WKH� VDPH� GLYHUVLW\� RI�
ODQJXDJH��HWKQLFLW\�DQG�UHOLJLRQ��

� $GGLWLRQDOO\��,QGLD�LV�QRZ�UDLVLQJ�LWV�KHDG��DV�DQ�
HPHUJLQJ�JOREDO�SOD\HU�� UHFRJQLVLQJ�DQG�SURDFWLYHO\�
IROORZLQJ�SROLF\�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�LWV�'LDVSRUD��FXOWXUDOO\��
HFRQRPLFDOO\��DQG�GLSORPDWLFDOO\�� ,W� LV�ZLOOLQJ� WR�SOD\�
LWV�UROH�DV�UHVSRQVLEOH�DQG�UHVSHFWHG�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG�FRPPXQLW\�WR�JHW�MXVWLFH�DQG�GXH�SODFH�IRU�LWV�
FKLOGUHQ�DEURDG�ZKR�ZHUH�WDNHQ�DZD\�GXULQJ�WKH�WLPH�
RI�LWV�VXEMXJDWLRQ��

 The indentured Indian diaspora constitutes  
PRUH� WKDQ� ILIW\�SHU� FHQW�RI�RYHU����PLOOLRQV� ,QGLDQV�
DEURDG�� 0DQ\� RI� WKHP� OLYH� DV� D� VPDOO� PLQRULW\�
VXIIHULQJ� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DQG� WKUHDW�� 0DQ\� RI� WKHP�
GHVSLWH�EHLQJ�VXEVWDQWLDO�LQ�QXPEHU�DV�LQ�)LML��*X\DQD��
7ULQLGDG� DQG� 7REDJR� DUH� XQGHU� FRQVWDQW� WKUHDW� WR�
WKHLU� ULJKWV� WR� SROLWLFDO� DQG� HFRQRPLF� VSDFH� LQ� WKHLU�
QHZ�KRPH��,W�LV�WLPH�WKDW�,QGLD�DORQJ�ZLWK�LWV�FKLOGUHQ�
ZKR�ZHUH�VHSDUDWHG�DQG�GHOLQNHG�IURP�,QGLD�WKURXJK�
WKH�SURFHVV�RI�LQGHQWXUHVKLS��FRPH�WRJHWKHU�WR�FODLP�
WKHLU�GXH�VKDUH�RI�YRLFH�WKDW�WKH\�GHVHUYH�LQ�WKHLU�QHZ�
FRXQWU\�� 7KH\�QHHG� WR�ZRUN� WRJHWKHU� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV��
IRU� ORFDO� LQKDELWDQWV� DQG� RWKHU� 'LDVSRUDV� DURXQG�
WKHP�DQG�IRU�D�EHWWHU�DQG�HTXLWDEOH�ZRUOG�ZKLFK�LV�VWLOO�
GRPLQDWHG�E\�H[�FRORQLDO�FRXQWULHV�DQG�WKHLU�SHRSOH�
spread around the world. 

� 7KH�DWURFLWLHV�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�RI�LQGHQWXUHG�
SHULRG�UHPLQGV�XV�WR�VDIHJXDUG�RXU�ORZ�SDLG�PLJUDQW�
ZRUNHUV�ZKR�DUH�EDGO\�WUHDWHG�DQG�XQGHUSDLG�LQ�WKHVH�
GHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV�� ,W�FRQYLQFHV�XV� WKDW�KLVWRU\�FDQ�
VHSDUDWH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,QGLD�IURP�PRWKHU�FRXQWU\�XQGHU�
WU\LQJ�WLPHV�WKURXJK�KDUG�SURFHVVHV�OLNH�LQGHQWXUHVKLS��
EXW�LW�FDQQRW�WDNH�,QGLDQQHVV�RXW�RI�WKHP�

#e arrival of  indentured labourers in Natal in late 19th century. 
(Source: Kwazulu Natal Archives, South Africa) 
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 The $DSUDYDVL� *KDW� :RUOG� +HULWDJH� 6LWH�
�$*:+6��LV�RQH�RI�LWV�NLQG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��/LNH�5REEHQ�
,VODQG� LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�� LW� LV� OLVWHG�XQGHU� FULWHULD���RI�
WKH� WHQ�FULWHULD�XQGHU�ZKLFK�ZRUOG�KHULWDJH�VLWHV�FDQ�
EH� OLVWHG�E\�81(6&2��&ULWHULD���RI� WKH������:RUOG�
+HULWDJH� &RQYHQWLRQ� RU� WKH� &RQYHQWLRQ� FRQFHUQLQJ�
WKH� 6DIHJXDUG� RI� WKH� :RUOG·V� &XOWXUDO� DQG� 1DWXUDO�
+HULWDJH�LV��PXFK�PRUH�D�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�LQWDQJLEOH�
TXDOLWLHV� UDWKHU� WKDQ� WKH� WDQJLEOH�� ,W� FDSWXUHV� WKH�
PHPRU\� DQG� PHPRULDOL]DWLRQ� RI� JUHDW� HYHQWV��
KDSSHQLQJV�� RFFXUUHQFHV� LQ� KXPDQ� KLVWRU\� DQG�
PHPRU\��)RU�$*:+6��LW�ZDV�WKH�KXPDQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�
RQH�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�PLJUDWLRQV�IRU�ODERXU�SXUSRVHV�ZLWK�
LWV�DWWHQGDQW�VDFULILFHV��VXIIHULQJ��HQGXUDQFH�DQG�ILQDO�
triumph over all the adversities. 

� 7KH�%ULWLVK·V�*UHDW�([SHULPHQW�RI�PRYLQJ�ODUJH�
QXPEHUV�RI�SHRSOH�IURP�WKHLU�DQFHVWUDO�ODQGV�WR�QHZ�
ORFDWLRQV�WR�UHSODFH�WKH�YRLG�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�DEROLWLRQ�
RI�VODYHU\�ZDV�D�PDMRU�KLVWRULF�HYHQW���,W�WUDQVIRUPHG�
QRW�RQO\�SRSXODWLRQ�G\QDPLFV�LQ�SODFHV�EXW�H[WHQGHG�
WKH�SHULRG�RI�FKHDS�RU�ODERXU�DW�QR�FRVW�IRU�VRPHWLPH�
DIWHU�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�E\�KXPDQ�
KDG�HQGHG��7KLV�SUDFWLFH��NQRZQ�DV�,QGHQWXUH��LV�EHWWHU�
UHSUHVHQWHG�DW�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�WKDQ�DQ\ZKHUH�HOVH��

� 7KH� ,PPLJUDWLRQ� 'HSRW�� DV� LW� ZDV� SRSXODUO\�
NQRZQ��DQG�D�ZRUOG�KHULWDJH�VLWH��UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�KLVWRU\�
RI�LPPLJUDWLRQ�LQ�LWV�EDUH�JUH\�ZDOOV��WKH�VL[WHHQ�VWHSV�
WKDW�UHPDLQ�WLOO�WRGD\�DUH�D�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�DVFHQGLQJ�WR�
D�QHZ�DQG�XQNQRZQ�OLIH�RI�SURPLVHV�WKDW�ZHUH�QHYHU�
WR� EH�PHW� RQ� DUULYDO�� 7KH� EDWKURRP�� FRXUW\DUG� DQG�
NLWFKHQ��WKH�UHPHPEHUHG�VSDFHV�RI�VLJQLILFDQFH�QRZ�
FDUU\�ZLWK�WKHP�GHHS�DQG�DW� WLPHV��VFDU\�PHPRULHV��
$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH\�KDYH�EHFRPH�WKH�PHDVXUH�RI�
KRZ� IDU�DQG�KRZ� VXFFHVVIXO� WKH�GHVFHQGDQWV�RI� WKLV�
QHDUO\� KRO\� SODFH�� KDYH� PRYHG� IRUZDUG� FUHDWLQJ� D�
KRPH�DQG�D�YHU\�VXFFHVVIXO�RQH�IRU�WKDW�PDWWHU��LQ�WKH�
ODQG�SUHYLRXVO\�XQNQRZQ�WR�WKHP��:KHUH�WKH�SURPLVHV�
RI� ULFKHV� WXUQHG� LQWR� DVKHV� DQG� KDUG� ODERXU� DW�
PLQLPXP�SD\�EXW�HQGXUDQFH��VDFULILFH�DQG�UHVLOLHQFH�
VXEVHTXHQWO\�OHG�WR�D�QHZ�QDWLRQ��D�SURXG�SHRSOH�ZLWK�
LWV�RZQ�LGHQWLW\�DQG�GLJQLW\��

� $DSUDYDVL�*KDW�DW�����RI�LWV�RULJLQDO�VL]H�GLG�
QRW� ORVH� LWV�SRZHU�DQG�VSLULW�RI�SODFH��%URXJKW�EDFN�
IURP� QHDU� DEDQGRQPHQW�� WKH� UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� WKH�
PHPRULHV� RI� LQGHQWXUH� KDV� VHHQ� WKLV� SODFH� RI� JUHDW�
VLJQLILFDQFH� ULVH� IURP� UXLQV� WR� UHLJQ� DV� RQH� RI� WKH�
PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�KHULWDJH�SODFHV��/LVWHG�XQGHU�WKH�PRVW�
DFFHGHG�DQG�́ SUHVWLJLRXVµ�FRQYHQWLRQ��WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�
FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�6DIHJXDUG�RI�WKH�:RUOG·V�&XOWXUDO�DQG�
1DWXUDO� +HULWDJH� RI� 2XWVWDQGLQJ� 8QLYHUVDO� 9DOXH��
$*:+6� WRGD\� VKDUHV� DQ� HOLWH� SRVLWLRQ� ZLWK� VXFK�
KHULWDJH�RI�KXPDQLW\��RQH�WKDW�SUHVXSSRVHV�WKDW�ZKLOH�
DOO� KHULWDJH� DUH� LPSRUWDQW�� WKHUH� DUH� VRPH� WKDW� DUH�
so important that their value transcends their national 
ERUGHUV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH��WKHLU�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�IRU�QRZ�DQG�
SRVWHULW\�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�DOO�KXPDQLW\��
,W�LV�D�SULQFLSOH�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�RQO\�EHVWRZ�SUHVWLJH�DQG�
SULYLOHJH�WR�$*:+6�EXW�DOVR�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��

� 5HFRJQL]HG�E\�81(6&2�VLQFH�������$*:+6�
VKDUHV�WKH�QREOH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�ZKLFK�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�

RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZDV�IRXQGHG�WKDW�DUH�JURXQGHG�RQ�WKH�
VSLULW�RI�UHFRJQL]LQJ��DSSUHFLDWLQJ�DQG�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKH�
GLYHUVLW\�DQG�ULFKQHVV�RI�KXPDQ�FXOWXUHV�DQG�KHULWDJH�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�FUHDWH�D�FRPPRQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�
SHRSOHV��7RGD\�WKURXJK�LWV�YDULRXV�UHVRXUFHV��QRWDEO\�

+LVWRU\�DQG�5HVHDUFK
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VWDII� DQG� WKHLU�ZRUN��$*:+6�KDV�EHFRPH�D� VRXUFH�
RI� NQRZOHGJH�� VKDULQJ� WKH� VDPH� DQG� FUHDWLQJ� DQ�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�SDVW�DQG�DVVLVWLQJ�LQ�FKDUWLQJ�D�
IXWXUH�WKDW�UHPHPEHUV�WKH�SDVW��WKH�URRWV�RI�D�SHRSOH�
DQG�D�QDWLRQ��EXLOGLQJ�UHODWLRQV�DPRQJ�0DXULWLDQV�DV�
ZHOO�DV�EHWZHHQ�0DXULWLDQV�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�WKH�ODWWHU�
DVSHFW�� QRWKLQJ� FRXOG� EH� EHWWHU� WKDQ� LWV� UHFHQW� UROH�
LQ�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�,QGHQWXUHG�/DERXU�
5RXWH�3URMHFW��7KRVH�ZKR�NQRZ�WKHLU�SDVW�FDQ�FRQWURO�
WKHLU�IXWXUH�

� ,� UHPHPEHU� ZDONLQJ� WKH� UXLQV� RI� WKLV� VLWH�
ZLWK� 9LMD\D� 7HHORFN� EHLQJ� LQWURGXFHG� WR� VWDII�
SXWWLQJ� WRJHWKHU� SX]]OHV� RI� D� SODFH� LQ� WKH� QDPH� RI�
DUFKDHRORJLFDO�H[FDYDWLRQ�DQG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��ZRUNLQJ�
RQ�WKH�ZDOOV�DQG�WKH�JURXQGV�DQG�JLYLQJ�P\�RSLQLRQ��
,� UHPHPEHU� WKH� KHDW� RI� WKH� VXQ� KLWWLQJ� WKH�ZDOOV� DV�
ZH� ZDONHG� WKLV� GHVRODWH� \HW� SRZHUIXO� VSDFH�� ,� DOVR�
UHPHPEHU� VLWWLQJ� LQ� WKH� IURQW� URZ�RI�DLU�FRQGLWLRQHG�
DQG� PRVW� GHFRUDWHG� KDOO� LQ� 9LOQLXV�� /LWKXDQLD�� LQ� D�
SULYLOHJHG� SRVLWLRQ� DV� .HQ\D·V� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� WR� WKH�
:RUOG�+HULWDJH�&RPPLWWHH��

� ,� UHPHPEHU� WKH�SDOSDEOH� WHQVLRQ�DPRQJ� WKH�
0DXULWLDQ� 'HOHJDWLRQ� WKDW� GHVSLWH� EHLQJ� PHPEHUV�
RI� WKH� &RPPLWWHH�� WKH� UXOHV� GLG� QRW� DOORZ� WKHP� WR�
WDON�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�WKHLU�KHULWDJH�VLWH��,�UHPHPEHU�WKH�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\� DW� KDQG� WR� PDNH� VXUH� WKH� VLWH� JRHV�
WKURXJK��QRW�EHFDXVH�ZH�VKDUHG�D�PRWKHU�FRQWLQHQW�
RU�ZH�FDPH�IURP�WKH�6RXWK�EXW�EHFDXVH�ZH�VLQFHUHO\�
EHOLHYHG�LQ�WKH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�YDOXHV�RI�WKH�VLWH��7KLV�ZDV�

LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�SUHIHUUHG�WR�VHH�WKH�SK\VLFDO�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�QRQ�SK\VLFDO��ZKR�WRXWHG�WKH�KLJKZD\�
DQG� WKH� EXV� VWDWLRQ� DV� FRPSURPLVLQJ� DXWKHQWLFLW\�
DQG� LQWHJULW\� RI� WKH� VLWH� DQG�ZKR� GZHOW� RQ� WKH� ODFN�
RI� FOHDUO\�GHPDUFDWHG�DQG�SURWHFWHG�EXIIHU� ]RQH�DV�
UHDVRQV�WR�GHIHU��$W�WKH�HQG��,QGLD�SURSRVHG�WKH�OLVWLQJ�
DQG� .HQ\D� VHFRQGHG�� 7KH� LQWHQVH� GLVFXVVLRQV� WKDW�
IROORZHG�GLG�QRW�VWRS�EXW�OHG�WR�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�OLVWLQJ�
WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�KHULWDJH�RI�KXPDQLW\��

� 6LQFH� WKHQ�� $*:+6� KDV� FRPH� D� ORQJ� ZD\�
SXWWLQJ� LQ� SODFH� HIIHFWLYH� UHVHDUFK�� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�
DQG�SXEOLF�SURJUDPPH�VWUXFWXUHV� WKDW�KDYH�HQVXUHG�
WKDW� LW� SOD\V� LWV� HIIHFWLYH� UROH� DV� D� ZRUOG� KHULWDJH�
SURSHUW\�� 7KH� LQYHVWPHQW� LQ� KXPDQ� UHVRXUFHV� KDV�
EHHQ�FRPPHQGDEOH�DQG�WKH�IRUHVLJKW�WR�DOORZ�PDQ\�
WR� EXLOG� WKHLU� FDSDFLWLHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� LQ� 0$� +HULWDJH�
0DQDJHPHQW��WKDW�,�KDYH�KDG�WKH�SOHDVXUH�RI�UXQQLQJ��
LV� DGPLUDEOH�� $Q� LQVWLWXWLRQ� WKDW� LQYHVWV� LQ� SHRSOH�
LQYHVWV�LQ�LWV�IXWXUH��%5,&�LV�DQRWKHU�LQYHVWPHQW�WKDW�KDV�
GHPRQVWUDWHG� WKH� LQQRYDWLYH�DSSURDFK�DW� FDSWXULQJ��
DQG�VKDULQJ�ZLWK�HYHU\ERG\�WKH�VWRU\�RI�LQGHQWXUH��

� $� ZRUOG� KHULWDJH� VLWH� LV� IXOO� RI� FKDOOHQJHV��
HVSHFLDOO\�RQH� LQ�D� OLYLQJ�� WKULYLQJ� FLW\�� 7KH� FRPSOH[�
FKDOOHQJHV� RI� WKH� PDQDJHPHQW� RI� WKH� EXIIHU� ]RQH�
DWWHVW�WR�WKLV��7KH�DQVZHU�KRZHYHU�OLHV�LQ�VWDNHKROGHU�
FRPPXQLW\� HQJDJHPHQW�� DQG� LQQRYDWLYH� UHXVH�
VXSSRUWHG�ZLWK� LPSOHPHQWDEOH� UHJXODWLRQV�� ´1RW� IRU�
XV�ZLWKRXW�XVµ�DSSOLHV�WR�$*:+6�WRR��
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 In the 1880s when the island was in dearth 
RI� SURIHVVLRQDOV�� LW� ZDV� D� JUHDW� DFKLHYHPHQW� IRU�
VRPHRQH� WR� EH� TXDOLILHG� DV� D� PHGLFDO� SUDFWLWLRQHU���
%XW� LW�ZDV� LQGHHG�D�ELJ�H[SORLW� IRU� VRPHRQH� IURP�D�
PRGHVW�EDFNJURXQG��SDUWLFXODUO\�IRU�D�GHVFHQGDQW�RI�
,QGLDQ� LPPLJUDQW�� WR�KDYH�XQGHUWDNHQ� WKH� ORQJ�DQG�
SHULORXV�WUDYHO�E\�VKLS�WR�(XURSH�DQG�JHW�HQUROOHG�LQ�
D�SUHVWLJLRXV�XQLYHUVLW\�GHVSLWH�DOO�W\SHV�RI�UHVWULFWLRQV�
LPSRVHG�E\�WKH�FRORQLDO�DXWKRULWLHV�RQ�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�
,QGLDQ�DQG�&UHROH�RULJLQV��

 'U�,GULFH�$PHHU�*RRPDQ\�������������OHDS�
IURJJHG� WKH� ODGGHU� RI� VRFLDO� PRELOLW\� E\� EHFRPLQJ�
DPRQJ�WKH�ILUVW�EDWFK�RI�GRFWRUV�DPRQJ�WKH�QRQ�ZKLWH�
SHRSOH� RI� 0DXULWLXV�� +H� FRPSOHWHG� KLV� JUDGXDWLRQ�
LQ� ����� IURP� 6FRWODQG�� +H� LV� UHPHPEHUHG� IRU� KLV�
KHURLF�DFWLRQ�LQ�VDYLQJ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�KLV�FRXQWU\�IHOORZV��
LQ� SDUWLFXODU� WKH� ,QGLDQ� LQGHQWXUHG� ODERXUHUV�� +H�
SRVLWLYHO\�UHVSRQGHG�WR�WKH�RIILFLDO�FDOO�RI�WKH�FRORQLDO�
JRYHUQPHQW�� ZKHQ� RWKHUV� FDWHJRULFDOO\� UHIXVHG��
WR� WDNH� FKDUJH� RI� WKH� 4XDUDQWLQH� 6WDWLRQ� RI� 3RLQWH�
DX[�&DQQRQLHUV�� ZKLFK�ZDV� WKHQ� RYHUZKHOPHG�ZLWK�
SDWLHQWV�DIIOLFWHG�E\�HSLGHPLF�GLVHDVHV��SUHGRPLQDQW�

DPRQJ�WKH�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�DUULYLQJ�E\�VKLSV�WR�
Mauritius.

� ,GULFH�*RRPDQ\�ZDV� ERUQ� RQ��th�0D\������
DW�3DJRGD�6WUHHW�LQ�WKH�(DVWHUQ�6XEXUE�RI�3RUW�/RXLV��
WKHQ�NQRZQ�DV�&DPS�GHV�/DVFDUV���+LV�JUDQG�IDWKHU��
RULJLQDWLQJ�IURP�&RFKLQ�RQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�FRDVW�RI�6RXWK�
,QGLD�� VHWWOHG� LQ�0DXULWLXV� GXULQJ� WKH� )UHQFK� UXOH� WR�
ZRUN�DV�ODVFDU��VDLORU��DQG�PDUULHG�WR�0DULH�%DFWRU�RQ�
�WK�)HEUXDU\��������)URP�WKLV�OLQHDJH��KH�KDG�WKUHH�
FKLOGUHQ�'RXJODG��$PHHU�DQG�dD\HURXQH���

� $PHHU�*RRPDQ\�PDUULHG� WR� 5RVHOLH�0DUJX�
HULWWH�&pVDU�LQ���������7KLV�XQLRQ�JDYH�ELUWK�WR�,GULFH�
*RRPDQ\� �E�������� $VVHQ� *RRPDQ\� �E������� DQG�
0LUPDQL�*RXPDQ\��E��������7KH�*RRPDQ\V�ZHUH�YHU\�
FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKH�XSEULQJLQJ�RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WKURXJK�
HGXFDWLRQ��7KH�WKUHH�NLGV�ZHUH�DGPLWWHG�WR�D�SULYDWH�
VFKRRO� FDOOHG� ´3HQVLRQDW� GH� 6W� /RXLV� GH�*RQ]DJXHµ�
�IRXQGHG�LQ��������$IWHU�VXFFHVVIXOO\�FRPSOHWLQJ�WKHLU�
SULPDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� 'HFHPEHU� ������ ,GULFH� DQG�
$VVHQ�MRLQHG�WKH�5R\DO�&ROOHJH��ZKLOH�0LUPDQL��ZKR�
FRPSOHWHG�KHU�VWXGLHV�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������RSWHG�IRU�
DSSUHQWLFHVKLS� LQ�KDQGLFUDIW�� � ,W�ZDV�QRW�D� FRPPRQ�
SUDFWLFH�DW�WKDW�WLPH�IRU�0XVOLP�JLUOV�WR�JR�IRU�IXUWKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ�� $W� WKH� 5R\DO� &ROOHJH�� WKH� *RRPDQ\�
EURWKHUV�KDG�+DVVHQ�6DNLU�DQG�$QDVDP\�6LQDWDPERX�
DV�FODVV�PDWHV��

� $IWHU� FRPSOHWLQJ� KLV� PDWULFXODWLRQ� DW� 5R\DO�
&ROOHJH� LQ� ������ ,GULFH�*RRPDQ\� HQJDJHG� KLPVHOI�
IRU�D�OLWWOH�ZKLOH�LQ�WKH�EXVLQHVV�RI�KLV�IDWKHU��+H�WKHQ�
WUDYHOOHG� WR� (XURSH� IRU� KLJKHU� VWXGLHV�� +H� VWXGLHG�
PHGLFLQH� LQ�*ODVJRZ�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\��KH� IROORZHG�
D� VXUJHU\� FRXUVH� LQ� (GLQEXUJK�� %HIRUH� UHWXUQLQJ� WR�
0DXULWLXV� E\� WKH� HQG� RI� ������ KH� KDG� VWRSSHG� LQ�
)UDQFH� ZKHUH� KH� KDG� IDOOHQ� LQ� ORYH� ZLWK� D� )UHQFK�
ZRPDQ���%XW�WKLV�UHODWLRQ�GLG�QRW�PDWHULDOL]H���

� ,W� ZDV� LQGHHG� YHU\� FRVWO\� IRU� D� 0DXULWLDQ� WR�
DIIRUG�WR�SD\�IRU�KLJKHU�VWXGLHV�LQ�(XURSH���7KH�IDWKHU�
RI� ,GULFH�*RRPDQ\��ZKR�ZDV� LQ� EXVLQHVV�� VWUXJJOHG�
KDUG�WR�VXVWDLQ�WKH�ORQJ�HGXFDWLRQDO�SXUVXLW�RI�KLV�VRQ�
DEURDG���

Dr Idrice Goomany: 
Sacri#cing his life for the welfare 
of the Indentured Labourers

Assad Bhuglah
assadbhuglah@hotmail.com
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� 2Q�KLV�UHWXUQ�WR�0DXULWLXV��'U�,GULFH�*RRPDQ\�
ZRUNHG� IRU�PRUH� WKDQ� RQH� \HDU� DV� SULYDWH�PHGLFDO�
SUDFWLWLRQHU� DW� &DPS� GHV� /DVFDUV� �WRGD\� NQRZQ� DV�
3ODLQH�9HUWH����,Q�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�������DQ�RXWEUHDN�
RI� VPDOOSR[� WRRN� WKRXVDQGV� RI� OLYHV� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\���
7KH�VLWXDWLRQ�ZDV�DJJUDYDWHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�VKLSV�
FDUU\LQJ�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�GLVHPEDUNHG�LQFUHDVLQJ�
QXPEHU�RI�SDWLHQWV�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�HSLGHPLF�GLVHDVHV���

� 7KLV� ZDV� IXUWKHU� FRPSRXQGHG� E\� WKH� IDFW�
WKDW� WKH� TXDUDQWLQH� VWDWLRQ� ZDV� ZLWKRXW� DQ\� GRFWRU�
IROORZLQJ�WKH�GHPLVH�RI�'U�+RUDFH�/D]DUH�%HDXJHDUG���
'HVSLWH�WKH�UHSHDWHG�FDOOV�E\�WKH�FRORQLDO�JRYHUQPHQW��
QR�GRFWRU�ZDQWHG�WR�ULVN�KLV� OLIH�E\�FRPLQJ� LQ�GLUHFW�
FRQWDFW� ZLWK� WKH� SDWLHQWV�� 7KLV� ZDV� HYLGHQFHG� E\� D�
FDVH�UHSRUWHG�WR�WKH�+HDOWK�&RPPLVVLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�'U�
9LQVRQ�ZKR�FDWHJRULFDOO\�UHIXVHG�WR�WUHDW�KLV�SDWLHQWV�

 ,Q�WKH�PLG�0D\�RI�������'U�,GULFH�*RRPDQ\�
YROXQWHHUHG�WR�WDNH�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�4XDUDQWLQH�VWDWLRQ�
DW�3RLQWH�DX[�&DQQRQLHUV���+H�JDYH�KLV�KHDUW�DQG�VRXO�
LQ�SHUIRUPLQJ�KLV�GXW\���,Q�D�PDWWHU�RI�IHZ�ZHHNV��KH�
ZDV�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�FXULQJ�PDQ\�SDWLHQWV���%\�PLG�-XO\�
������ ZKLOH� WKH� HSLGHP\� KDG� DOPRVW� GLVDSSHDUHG��
the Health Commission was alerted that Dr Idrice 
*RRPDQ\� KDG� FRQWUDFWHG� WKH� YLUXV�� 7KH� +HDOWK�
&RPPLVVLRQ�PDGH�D�GDLO\� IROORZ�XS�RQ� WKH�VWDWH�RI�
KHDOWK�RI�'U�*RRPDQ\���$V�WKH�TXDUDQWLQH�VWDWLRQ�RI�
3RLQWH�DX[�&DQQRQLHUV�ZDV�D�SURKLELWHG�DUHD� WR� WKH 

SXEOLF�� WKH�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�*RRPDQ\� IDPLO\�KDG� WR�
JR�WR�WKH�+HDOWK�&RPPLVVLRQ�LQ�3RUW�/RXLV�WR�LQTXLUH�
DERXW�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�WKHLU�NLQGUHG���2Q����-XO\�������
ZKLOH� WKH� &KLHI� 0HGLFDO� 2IILFHU� ZDV� DSSULVLQJ� WKH�
PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�+HDOWK�&RPPLVVLRQ��LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI� $VVHQ� *RRPDQ\�� WR� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKH� KHDOWK� RI�
'U� ,GULFH� *RRPDQ\� ZDV� LPSURYLQJ�� D� PDOH� QXUVH�
UXVKHG� LQWR� WKH� RIILFH� WR� DQQRXQFH� WKH� GHPLVH� RI�
WKH�GRFWRU��7KH�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�+HDOWK�&RPPLVVLRQ�
ZHUH� VKRFNHG� DQG� WKH� EURWKHU� RI� ,GULFH� *RRPDQ\�
IHOO�LQVWDQWO\�XQFRQVFLRXV�RQ�WKH�WDEOH�E\�WKLV�VXGGHQ�
announcement. The Health Commission, which met 
LQ�VSHFLDO�VHVVLRQ�RQ����-XO\�������GHFLGHG�WKDW�'U��
,GULFH�*RRPDQ\�EH�JLYHQ� WKH�VDPH�UHFRJQLWLRQ� WKDW�
WKH�RQH�JLYHQ�WR�WKLV�SUHGHFHVVRU��'U��+RUDFH�/D]DUH�
%HDXJHDUG�� DQG� WKDW� KLV� ERG\� EH� EXULHG� ZLWK� DOO�
KRQRXUV�DW�3RLQWH�DX[�&DQQRQLHUV�

� 7KH� GHDWK� RI� 'U� ,GULFH�*RRPDQ\� JHQHUDWHG�
ZLGHVSUHDG�V\PSDWK\�DPRQJ�WKH�SXEOLF���2Q����-XO\�
������ WKH� QHZVSDSHU� ´/H� %LHQ� 3XEOLFµ� SXEOLVKHG� D�
OHQJWK\�WULEXWH�WR�KLP�RQ�WKH�IURQW�SDJH���6RPH�H[WUDFWV�
IURP�WKLV�DUWLFOH�JLYH�D�UHDO�VHQVH�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��

«Un médecin qui tombe dans ces conditions laisse 
une mémoire aussi honorée que le soldat qui perit au 
premier rang de la bataille.  Dans l’un comme dans 
l’autre cas c’est un patriote qui meurt en service de 
son pays …  Nous n’avons pas besoin de dire combien 
le public sympathise avec la famille du défunt et 
déplore une mort si prématurée.  La Commission de la 
Santé d’abord puis son excellence le gouverneur et Le 
Conseil Législatif l’on dit d’une manière plus complète 
que personne ne saurait le faire.  Le Dr Goomany avait 
fait le sacrifice de sa vie en se chargeant d’un service 
de salut public au lazaret de Pointe aux Canonniers.  
D’autres médecins avaient refusé ou ne s’étaient pas 
empressés de prendre un poste si dangereux».

 7KH� GHPLVH� RI� 'U�� ,GULFH� *RRPDQ\� ZDV�
D� QDWLRQDO� WUDJHG\� IRU� WKH� FRXQWU\�� EXW� LW� ZDV� DQ�
LUUHSDUDEOH�ORVV�IRU�WKH�*RRPDQ\�IDPLO\���,W�WRRN�WKH�
IDPLO\�DOPRVW�RQH�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�VDFULILFH�DQG�WRLO� WR�
WUDFH�WKH�ZD\�RI�,GULFH�WR�D�KLJKHU�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�LW�JDYH�
MXVW�D�PRPHQWDU\�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�WR�ILQG�KLP�EORRP�OLNH�D�
URVH�DQG�ZLWKHU�IRUHYHU���0DQ\�RI�WKH�DVVXUDQFHV�DQG�
SURPLVHV�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�*RRPDQ\�IDPLO\�E\�WKH�FRORQLDO�
*RYHUQPHQW� UHPDLQHG� XQIXOILOOHG� XQWLO� WKLV� GD\�� 7KH�
H[DPSOH� RI� 'U�� ,GULFH� *RRPDQ\� PXVW� EH� SURMHFWHG�
DV�D�PRGHO�IRU�SRVWHULW\�DQG�FDQ�VHUYH�DV�D�QDWLRQDO�
V\PERO� LQ� WKH�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�RI� WKH�0DXULWLDQ�VRFLHW\���
7KH� JHVWXUH� RI� WKH� $SUDYDVL� *KDW� 7UXVW� )XQG� PXVW�
EH�FRPPHQGHG�LQ�LWV�HIIRUW�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�VDFULILFH�
DQG� FRQWULEXWLRQ� RI� 'U� ,GULFH� *RRPDQ\� DQG� KLV�
VSRQWDQHRXV�DFFHSWDQFH� LQ� FRPLQJ� WR� WKH� UHVFXH�RI�
WKH�IUHVKO\�GLVHPEDUNHG�,QGLDQ�LQGHQWXUHG�ODERXUHUV�
TXDUDQWLQHG�DW�3RLQWH�DX[�&DQQRQLHUV�

Medical tools of Dr Goomany
(Source: Author)



� %DVGHR�%LVVRRQGR\DO�ZDV�ERUQ�RQ���th April 
�����LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�7\DFN��5LYLqUH�GHV�$QJXLOOHV���+H�
UHWXUQHG�WR�0DXULWLXV�LQ������DIWHU�KLJKHU�VWXGLHV�LQ�
/DKRUH�DQG�&DOFXWWD��+H�ZRUNHG�IRU�WKH�FXOWXUDO�XQLW\�
RI�+LQGXV�� V\PEROLVHG�E\� WKH�0DKD�<DM� SHUIRUPHG�
on 12th�'HFHPEHU������MRLQWO\�E\�$U\D�6DEKD�DQG�
6DQDWDQLVW�SULHVWV�XQGHU�WKH�KHDGVKLS�RI�6ZDPL�+DUL�
+DU�$L\DU�RI� WKH�6RFNDOLQJXP�0HHQDWFKHH�$PPHQ�
7HPSOH�� %LVVRRQGR\DO� 	� %DQ\PDQGKXE� �������
���� VWDWH� WKDW� ¶LW� ZDV� QR� VXUSULVH� WKDW� WKH� FXOWXUDO�
PRELOLVDWLRQ� OHG� DOVR� WR� SROLWLFDO� PRELOLVDWLRQ·���
7KH� SXEOLF� OLIH� RI� %DVGHR� %LVVRRQGR\DO� SHUVRQLILHG�
¶*DQGKLDQ� PLVVLRQDU\·� �3HHUWKXP� 	� 3HHUWKXP��
������ DQG� KH� KDG� ¶D� ILUH� ZLWKLQ·� �%LVVRRQGR\DO��
������� 5HIOHFWLQJ� RQ� KLV� VHUPRQV� LQ� KLV� 6HOHFWHG�
:RUNV��%DVGHR�%LVVRRQGR\DO������������ZURWH��¶,�GLG�
QRW� NQRZ� WKDW� ,�ZDV�DVNLQJ� IRU� WURXEOH�� ,� VRRQ�JRW�
LQWR�VFUDSHV��,W�ZDV�UHDOO\�IRROLVK�WR�UHIXVH�KLJK�SRVWV�
DQG� VHUYH� RQH·V� FRXQWU\PHQ� WR� WKH� EHVW� RI� RQH·V�
DELOLW\·��8QQXWK��������VWDWHV��¶:KHQ�KLV�ILUVW�VHUPRQ�
ZDV�GHOLYHUHG�DW�&DVVLV��3RUW�/RXLV��KDUGO\����SHRSOH�
DWWHQGHG�� %XW� JUDGXDOO\�� 3DQGLW� %LVVRRQGR\DO·V�
H[WUDRUGLQDU\� UKHWRULF� DV� ZHOO� DV� KLV� DPD]LQJO\�
FOHDU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�+LQGX�VFULSWXUHV�EHJDQ�WR�
GUDZ�FURZGV��(YHQWXDOO\��KH�ZDV�DGGUHVVLQJ�SDFNHG�
DXGLHQFHV� DOO� RYHU� 0DXULWLXV·� �S������ +LV� VHUPRQV�
ZHUH�LQ�GHILDQFH�RI�WKH�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�RUGHU�

=bl\hnkl^�h_�=^ÛZg\^

� %LVVRRQGR\DO·V� VHUPRQV� FDQ� EH� FRQVLGHUHG�
DV� D� IRUP� RI� GLVFRXUVH� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� RI� VRFLDO�
SUDFWLFH�� )RU� )DLUFORXJK� �������� ZKHQ�ZH� GHVFULEH�
GLVFRXUVHV�DV�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFH�LW�PHDQV�WKH\�FDQ�KDYH�
PDMRU� LGHRORJLFDO� HIIHFWV� ²� WKDW� LV�� WKH\� FDQ� KHOS�
SURGXFH� DQG� UHSURGXFH� XQHTXDO� SRZHU� UHODWLRQV�
EHWZHHQ� VRFLDO� FODVVHV�� ZRPHQ� DQG� PHQ�� DQG�
HWKQLF�FXOWXUDO� PDMRULWLHV� DQG� PLQRULWLHV� WKURXJK�
WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�WKLQJV�DQG�SRVLWLRQ�

SHRSOH�� ,� WKHUHIRUH�PHDQ� WKDW� VLQFH�%LVVRRQGR\DO·V�
VHUPRQV� ZHUH� VR� VRFLDOO\� FRQVHTXHQWLDO�� WKH\� JDYH�
ULVH�WR�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXHV�RI�SRZHU��)RXU�DVSHFWV�RI�KLV�
VHUPRQV�FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�FRORQLDO�DXWKRULWLHV�QDPHO\�
WKH�ODQJXDJH�PHGLXP�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�GHOLYHUHG��
WKH�GUHVV�FRGH�� WKH�IODJ�KRLVWLQJ�FHUHPRQ\�DQG�WKH�
VRQJV��&ORWKHG�LQ�GKRWL��D�XQLYHUVLW\�JUDGXDWH�WKDW�KH�
ZDV�� %LVVRRQGR\DO� DGGUHVVHG� WKRXVDQGV� RI� +LQGXV�
LQ�+LQGL��+H�PDGH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�DV�IROORZV��¶+LQGX�
'KDUPD�.L� -DL·� �/RQJ�/LYH�+LQGXLVP���$IWHU�D�VKRUW�
LQWURGXFWLRQ�� KH� UHTXHVWHG� VRPH� ORFDO� LQIOXHQWLDO�
SHUVRQV�WR�MRLQ�LQ�WKH�XQIXUOLQJ�RI�WKH�+LQGX�IODJ�WR�
WKH�WXQH�RI�D�VRQJ��WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�ZKLFK�UHDGV�DV�
IROORZV�

Yahan Aum ka jhanda ata hai

Soney walo jag chalo

Here comes up our flag, leave off your slumber.

Arise, awake, unite and forge ahead my co-
religionists.

� +LV� VHUPRQV� ZHUH� FOHDUO\� VRZLQJ� WKH� VHHGV�
RI�QDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�LQGHSHQGHQFH��+H�ZDV�
DUUHVWHG�LQ������DIWHU�WKH�SURFODPDWLRQ�RI�D�1RWLFH�
PDNLQJ�XQODZIXO�DOO�SXEOLF�JDWKHULQJV�KHOG�ZLWKRXW�
SULRU�DXWKRULVDWLRQ�E\� WKH�SROLFH�� ,Q� IDFW�� KLV� DUUHVW�
FDPH� DIWHU� VHYHUDO� H[FKDQJHV� RI� FRUUHVSRQGHQFHV�
ZLWK�WKH�DXWKRULWLHV��,Q�D�OHWWHU�GDWHG����-XQH������WR�
WKH�%ULWLVK�DXWKRULWLHV��KH�ZURWH��

� ,�EHJ�WR�EULQJ�WR�\RXU�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�,�DP�D�
+LQGX�PLVVLRQDU\��,�KDYH�EHHQ�GHOLYHULQJ�OHFWXUHV�RQ�
+LQGX�5HOLJLRQ�IRU�WKH�ODVW�VL[�PRQWKV�RU�VR��,�PDGH�
LW�D�SRLQW� WR�VHHN�WKH�SHUPLVVLRQ�RI� WKH�SROLFH�HYHQ�
ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�QRW�QHFHVVDU\�EHFDXVH�,�ZDQWHG�WR�PDNH�
LW�FOHDU�WKDW�,�DP�D�PDQ�RI�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�DV�VXFK�ZRXOG�
EH�ODVW�WR�GLVWXUE�SXEOLF�SHDFH�DQG�WUDQTXLOLW\�>«�@ 

Basdeo Bissoondoyal (1906-1991)
Sermons of Liberation

Dr Jimmy Harmon, 
Director Nelson Mandela Centre for 

African Culture Trust Fund
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%XW�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�PRELOLVDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�¶PDQ�RI�UHOLJLRQ·�
DWWUDFWHG�VXVSLFLRQ�DQG�FUHDWHG�MHDORXV\�DQG�SROLWLFDO�
ULYDOU\�DPRQJVW�FRQWHPSRUDU\�,QGR�0DXULWLDQ�OHDGHUV�
XUJLQJ�IRU�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��6XWWRQ���������
,Q�¶/H�3URFqV�%LVVRRQGR\DO·�� WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�ZULWHU�
-HDQ�(UHQQH��SHQ�QDPH�RI�-HDQ�5HQp�1R\DX�������
������WR�%DVGHR�%LVVRRQGR\DO�TXRWHV�WKH�MXGJHPHQW��

[…] le chant du Bande Mataram (Chant national du 
Congres national de l’Inde)  et du ‘Elevez le Drapeau’ 
par les membres de la Sewa Samiti à la demande 
de l’accusé à la réunion de Petite Rivière  et à celle 
de Lallmatie en présence d’un certain nombre de 
Mahometans à cette réunion, ne laisse dans notre 
esprit aucun doute que ces réunions n’étaient pas 
exclusivement religieuses … Nous condamnons 
l’accusé. (Erenne, 1964 : 66).

,QGHHG��VXFK�D�UHOLJLRQ�FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR�

Challenging the status quo

� $U\D� 6DPDM� LV� D� +LQGX� UHOLJLRXV� DQG� VRFLDO�
UHIRUP� PRYHPHQW� LQ� ,QGLD�� IRXQGHG� E\� 6ZDPL�
'D\DQDQGD� LQ� ������ ,W� SURPRWHV� 9HGLF� WHDFKLQJV��
,WV� SUHVHQFH� LQ� 0DXULWLXV� DV� IURP� ����� EURXJKW� D�
Hindu renaissance and helped Hindus understand 
WKHLU� ZRUWK� DV� LQGLYLGXDOV� �0XOORR�� ������� 6WXG\LQJ�
WKH� VWUXJJOH�RI� WKH�ZRUNHUV·�PRYHPHQW� LQ�0DXULWLXV��
4XHQHWWH��������KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�%HOOH�9XH�+DUHO�XQUHVW�
LQ������DQG�PDNHV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�REVHUYDWLRQ�DERXW�
WKH�UROH�RI�%LVVRRQGR\DOV·�-DQ�$QGRODQ�PRYHPHQW���

“Ensuite vint 1943. Belle Vue Harel et ses morts. Le Jan 
Andolan du missionnaire Bissoondoyal qui, au-delà 
d’un parti travailliste épuisé, portait auprès des masses 
hindoues, un message religieux pas toujours exempt 
de radicales revendications sociales. En notre temps, 
la croisade ‘bissondoyaliste’ aurait porté l’étiquette de 
quelque théologie de la libération. (p.99).”

� 7KH� WKHRORJ\� RI� OLEHUDWLRQ� LV� D� FRQFHSW�
GHYHORSHG�LQ�WKH�����V�LQ�WKH�FDWKROLF�FKXUFK�RI�/DWLQ�
$PHULFD� ZKLFK� LQWHUSUHWV� WKH� WHDFKLQJV� RI� &KULVW� LQ�
UHODWLRQ�WR�OLEHUDWLRQ�IURP�XQMXVW�VRFLDO��HFRQRPLF�DQG�
SROLWLFDO� FRQGLWLRQV�� 7KH�KLVWRULFDO� URRWV�RI� OLEHUDWLRQ�
WKHRORJ\� DUH� WR� EH� IRXQG� LQ� WKH� SURSKHWLF� WUDGLWLRQ�
RI� &KULVWLDQ� HYDQJHOLVWV� DQG� PLVVLRQDULHV� IURP� WKH�
HDUOLHVW�FRORQLDO�GD\V�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD����FKXUFKPHQ�
ZKR� TXHVWLRQHG� WKH� W\SH� RI� SUHVHQFH� DGRSWHG� E\�
WKH�FKXUFK�DQG� WKH�ZD\� LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOHV��EODFNV��
PHVWL]RV��DQG�WKH�SRRU�UXUDO�DQG�XUEDQ�PDVVHV�ZHUH�
WUHDWHG���%RII�	�%RII���������7KH�WKHRORJ\�RI�OLEHUDWLRQ�
JDYH�ELUWK� WR� WKH�SUHIHUHQWLDO� RSWLRQ� IRU� WKH�SRRU� LQ�

the modern era. We can draw a parallel here with 
WKH�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�$U\D�6DPDM�LQ�+LQGXLVP��)RU�+ROOXS�
��������$U\D�6DPDM� LQ�0DXULWLXV� VWUHVVHG�HGXFDWLRQ��
DGXOW�OLWHUDF\��WHDFKLQJ�+LQGL��UHQRXQFLQJ�EOLQG�IDLWK��
DQG�UHMHFWLQJ�WKH�FDVWH�V\VWHP�EDVHG�RQ�ELUWK�UDWKHU�
WKDQ�RQ�KXPDQ�ZRUWK��L�H���SHUVRQDO�DFKLHYHPHQW�DQG�
D� ULJKWHRXV� OLYLQJ�� 6XFK�ZDV� WKH�PLVVLRQDU\�ZRUN�RI�
OLEHUDWLRQ�E\�%DVGHR�%LVVRRQGR\DO���

REFERENCES

%LVVRRQGR\DO�� 8��� DQG� %DQ\PDQGKXE�� 0�� HGV� ��������

%DVGHR� %LVVRRQGR\DO�� ,Q�� 0DMRU� ILJXUHV� RI� WKH� 0DXULWLXV�

$U\D�6DPDM��0RND��0DKDWPD�*DQGKL�,QVWLWXWH��SS�������

%LVVRRQGR\DO�� 6�� �������$SULO�������%DVGHR�%LVVRRQGR\DO��

WKH�ILUH�ZLWKLQ��KWWS���ZZZ�OH[SUHVV�PX��5HWULHYHG�-XO\������

2015.

%LVVRRQGR\DO�� 8�� HG�� �������� 6HOHFWHG� :RUNV� RI� %DVGHR�

%LVVRRQGR\DO��9RO��9��0RND��0DKDWPD�*DQGKL�,QVWLWXWH�

%RII�� /��� DQG� %RII�� &�� �������� ,QWURGXFLQJ� /LEHUDWLRQ�

7KHRORJ\��1HZ�<RUN��2UELV�%RRNV�

(UHQQH�� -�� �������� 4XHOTXHV� pSLVRGHV� GH� O·KLVWRLUH� GH�

0DXULFH�� /H� 3URFqV� %LVVRRQGR\DO�� ,Q�� 6LQJK�� %�%�� ��������

/·,QGH� HW� O·LOH�0DXULFH�� 3RUW� /RXLV��*�*DQJDUDP�� �UG� (G��

Chp.2.

+ROOXS��2����������7KH�GLVLQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�FDVWH�DQG�FKDQJLQJ�

FRQFHSWV�RI� ,QGLDQ�HWKQLF� LGHQWLW\� LQ�0DXULWLXV��(WKQRORJ\��

���������������

0XOORR��$�� ��������$U\D�6DPDM�EURXJKW� LQGHSHQGHQFH� WR�

0DXULWLXV�� ,Q�� 5DPVXUUXQ�� 3�� �HG���� *OLPSVHV� RI� WKH� $U\D�

6DPDM� LQ�0DXULWLXV�� 1HZ� 'HOKL�� 6DUDYHGHVKLN� 3UDNDVKDQ�

/7'�3S��������

)DLUFORXJK�� 1��������� 'LVFRXUVH� DQG� 6RFLDO� &KDQJH� LQ�

&RQWHPSRUDU\� 6RFLHW\�� ,Q��'LVFRXUVH� DQG� 6RFLDO�&KDQJH��

�SS�����������3ROLW\�3UHVV��&DPEULGJH�

3HHUWKXP�� 6��� DQG� 3HHUWKXP�� 6�� ������� $SULO�� ����� 7KH�

ZRUN� RI� D�*DQGKLDQ�PLVVLRQDU\�� KWWS���ZZZ�OH[SUHVV�PX���

5HWULHYHG�-XO\����������

4XHQHWWH��5����������(PPDQXHO�$QTXHWLO��0RND��0DKDWPD�

Gandhi Institute.

8QQXWK�� $�� �������� $� 3RUWUDLW� RI� 3URIHVVRU� %DVGHR�

%LVVRRQGR\DO��7UDQVODWHG�IURP�+LQGL�E\�5DP\HDG��/�3��5RVH�

+LOO��(GLWLRQV�GH�O·2FHDQ�,QGLHQ�

��
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Wreath Laying at the Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Site by Dr. Abdul Kalam during the 2nd November 
Commemoration of the Arrival of Indentured Labourers in Mauritius  in 2006 (Source: AGTF Collection)

7KH�$*7)�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�H[SUHVV�LWV�GHHS�VRUURZ�RYHU�WKH�SDVVLQJ�RI�'U��$YXO�3DNLU�-DLQXODEGHHQ�$EGXO�.DODP��
the 11th�3UHVLGHQW�RI�,QGLD��7KH�IRUPHU�3UHVLGHQW��ZKR�SDVVHG�DZD\�WKLV�-XO\�������ZDV�WKH�FKLHI�JXHVW�IRU�WKH�
38th�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�,QGHSHQGHQFH�RI�0DXULWLXV��+H�YLVLWHG�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�RQ���th March 2006 where 
KH�ZURWH�DQ�LQVSLULQJ�PHVVDJH�LQ�WKH�YLVLWRUV·�ERRN�

“Aapravasi Ghat is in itself an inspiring event in the history of Mauritian people. 

My respect for the people who sweat to create this nation.”

In memoriam Dr. Abdul Kalam



!e passing away of Prof Karel Anthonie Bakker (PhD) on 19 November 2014 
has le# a great void in the architectural and heritage fraternities both in South 
Africa and internationally.

In memoriam Prof Karel Bakker 
:ULWWHQ�%\��Nicholas Clarke on behalf of SAIA , edited by Laura Robinson

� �ŽƌŶ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϱϲ͕�<ĂƌĞů�FRPSOHWHG�KLV�KLJK�VFKRRO�
DQG� JUDGXDWH� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� 3UHWRULD�� $� FRQVFLRXV�
REMHFWRU� WR� $SDUWKHLG�� .DUHO�� RSWHG� WR� FRPSOHWH� KLV�
GHJUHH�LQ�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3UHWRULD�ILUVW�
EHIRUH� FRQWLQXLQJ� WR� VHUYH� WKH� WKHQ�PDQGDWRU\� WZR�
\HDUV�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�$IULFDQ�'HIHQFH�)RUFH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
GLYLVLRQ��+HUH�KH�UHIXVHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
SURMHFWV�WKDW�KH�GHHPHG�WR�EH�XQMXVW�DQG�LQ�VHUYLFH�RI�
DQ�RSSUHVVLYH�UHJLPH��

� .DUHO� MRLQHG� DV� WKH� VWDII� RI� WKH� 'HSDUWPHQW�
RI� $UFKLWHFWXUH� DW� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 3UHWRULD�� ZKHUH�
KH�FRPSOHWHG�KLV�0��$UFK� �FXP�ODXGH�� LQ������DQG�
VXFFHVVIXOO\�GHIHQGHG�KLV�3K'�7KHVLV���,W�ZDV�WKURXJK�KLV�
ZRUN�XQGHU�WKH�EDQQHU�RI�KLV�SURIHVVLRQDO�FRQVXOWDQF\��
&XOWPDWUL[�� WKDW� .DUHO� ZDV� DEOH� WR� UDLVH� WKH� EDU� LQ�
KHULWDJH�PDQDJHPHQW�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�DV�WKH�ILUP�ZDV�
WKH� ILUVW� WR� SURGXFH� D� +HULWDJH� ,PSDFW� $VVHVVPHQW�
�+,$��XQGHU�WKH�WKHQ�QHZ�1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�5HVRXUFHV�
$FW�����RI��������7KLV�+,$�KDV�UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�LQFOXGHG�
LQ�WKH�$UFKLWHFWXUDO�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�VLQFH�
�����������3URMHFWV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������$�+HUKROGW��
ed.) 

� ,Q� ������ &XOWPDWUL[� ZDV� FRPPLVVLRQHG� WR�
FRPSRVH�WKH�9UHGHIRUW�'RPH�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�6XUYH\�
$QG� &RQVHUYDWLRQ� 0DQDJHPHQW� 3ODQ�� .DUHO·V� ILUVW�
YHQWXUH�LQWR�WKH�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�$UHQD��+H�ZDV�VRRQ�
LQYLWHG� E\� ,&2026� WR� XQGHUWDNH� YDULRXV� DGYLVRU\�
DQG�PRQLWRULQJ�PLVVLRQV�DQG�DGYLVH� LQ�JHQHUDO�ZLWK�
UHJDUGV�WR�:RUOG�+HULWDJH��$V�HDUO\�DV�������KH�ZDV�
invited to review the ICOMOS Ename Charter on 
,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�+HULWDJH�6LWHV��

� ,Q������DQG�������KH�ODUJHO\�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�
WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI� WKH�3ODQQLQJ�3ROLF\�*XLGDQFH� IRU�
WKH�%XIIHU�=RQH�RI�WKH�$DSUDYDVL�*KDW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�
6LWH�� +H� DOVR� ZRUNHG� RQ� WKH� /H� 0RUQH� &XOWXUDO�
/DQGVFDSH�DQG�WKH�81(6&2�6ODYH�5RXWH�0RQXPHQW�
in Mauritius. 

� ,Q� 6RXWK� $IULFD�� KH� FRQWULEXWHG� WR� 5REEHQ�
,VODQG��9UHGHIRUW�'RPH�DQG�WKH�5LFKWHUVYHOG�:+6LWHV��
6WRQH�7RZQ�RI�=DQ]LEDU�DQG�.LOZD�.LVLZDQL�DQG�6RQJR�
0QDUD� LQ�7DQ]DQLD�RFFXSLHG�KLP�IRU�PRUH� WKDQ�ILYH�
\HDUV��VWDUWLQJ�LQ�������,Q�������KH�ZDV�UHTXHVWHG�WR�
DGYLVH�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK�UHJDUGV�WR�WKH�
UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI� WKH�0X]LEX�$]DDOD�0SDQJD�7RPEV�
RI�WKH�%XJDQGD�.LQJV�DW�.DVXEL��.DPSDOD��8JDQGD��
DQG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�\HDU��VWDUWHG�KLV�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�
KHULWDJH�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�LPSDFW�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�
QHZ�SRUW�GHYHORSPHQW�DGMDFHQW�WR�WKH�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�
6LWH� DW� /DPX��.HQ\D��+H�ZDV�GLUHFWO\� FRPPLVVLRQHG�
GLUHFWO\�E\�81(6&2�WR�FRQGXFW� WKH�+HULWDJH� ,PSDFW�
$VVHVVPHQW� IRU� WKH� /DPX� 'HHS� :DWHU� 3RUW� SURMHFW��
D� WDVN� GXULQJ�ZKLFK� KH� DJDLQ� VWUHVVHG� WKH� YDOXH� RI�
HQJDJHPHQW� ZLWK� FRPPXQLW\�� ,Q� ODWH� ������ KH� ZDV�
WDVNHG�ZLWK�DQ�DGYLVRU\�PLVVLRQ�WR�WKH�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�
QRPLQDWHG�%DURWVH�/DQG�&XOWXUDO�/DQGVFDSH��=DPELD��

� .DUHO� ZDV� FRPPLWWHG� WR� WKH� LGHD� RI� ¶OLYLQJ�
KHULWDJH·�²�D�FRQWLQXDOO\�VHOI�PRGXODWLQJ�KHULWDJH�DV�
SDUW� RI� D� FRQWLQXXP� RI� SHRSOH·V� HQJDJHPHQW� ZLWK�
WKHLU�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�SOD\HG�D�FUXFLDO�UROH�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�
VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�81(6&2�+LVWRULF�8UEDQ�/DQGVFDSHV�
approach. 

,Q�0HPRU\�RI
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